GLOBAL ANABAPTISM
Stories from the global Mennonite church

Indonesian churches to host MWC Assembly in 2021

Q-XO\DQXQOLNHO\JURXSRI0HQQRQLWH
church leaders from Indonesia found themselves
in a conversation outside a dormitory in AsunFtRQ3DUDJXD\$OWKRXJKWKHSDUWLFLSDQWVLQWKH
GLVFXVVLRQZHUHQRWVWUDQJHUVWKHLUSDWKVUDUHO\
FURVVHG7KHWKUHHJURXSVWKH\UHSUHVHQWHGKDG
FRPSOH[KLVWRULHVHDFKURRWHGLQDSDUWLFXODUVHW
RIPHPRULHVWKDWLQFOXGHGVWRULHVRIVHSDUDWLRQ
and division.
%XWWKHUHLQWKHUHOD[HGFRQWH[WRIWKHWK
Assembly of the Mennonite World Conference
VRPHWKLQJVLJQLÀFDQWVKLIWHGLQWKHLUUHODWLRQVKLS
´$WRQHSDUWLFXODUPRPHQWµUHFDOOV'DYLG0HLMDQto, “we realized that all of us were of a similar age
and that we shared many of the same concerns
DQGYDOXHVµ)RUWKHÀUVWWLPHPHPEHUVRIWKH
JURXSDVNHGDQREYLRXVTXHVWLRQ:K\GRQ·WZH
JHWWRJHWKHUPRUHRIWHQEDFNLQ,QGRQHVLD"
The church leaders returned to Indonesia with
a commitment to meet every three months with
WKHVLPSOHJRDORIVKDULQJWRJHWKHUDQGHQFRXUaging each other. At one of those “Inter Menno”
PHHWLQJVWKHLGHDHPHUJHGWKDWWKHWKUHHJURXSV
could together host the 2021 MWC global assembly in Indonesia.
For many outsiders, the three synods that
PDNHXSWKH0HQQRQLWHFKXUFKLQ,QGRQHVLD³
GITJ, GKMI and JKI—seem like an intimidating
welter of acronyms. But their history, individually
and collectively, is a beautiful microcosm of the
JOREDO$QDEDSWLVWFKXUFK
GITJ (Gereja Injili di Tanah Jawa / Evangelical Church of Java)LVWKHROGHVWJURXS
with roots going back to the Dutch Mennonite
missionary Pieter Jansz, who arrived in Java in
$JLIWHGOLQJXLVW-DQV]FRPSLOHGD'XWFK-DYDQHVHGLFWLRQDU\DQGSOD\HGDFUXFLDOUROHLQ
WKHÀUVW-DYDQHVHWUDQVODWLRQRIWKH%LEOH7KH
FKXUFKWKDWHPHUJHGLQZDVWKHÀUVW$QDEDSWLVW0HQQRQLWHFRQJUHJDWLRQLQWKHZRUOG
ZKRVHPHPEHUVZHUHQRWSULPDULO\RI(XURSHDQ
or North American origin. But an even more
LQÁXHQWLDOÀJXUHLQWKHHDUO\KLVWRU\RIWKH*,7-
was Kyai Ibrahim Tunggul Wulung, a local mystic
whose resistance to Dutch colonialism, vision of a
coming “Just Prince” and commitment to creating
VHOIVXIÀFLHQWDJUDULDQ&KULVWLDQFRPPXQLWLHV
KHOSHGHQFXOWXUDWHWKHPLVVLRQDU\PHVVDJHLQWRD
distinctively Javanese idiom. Since then, the GITJ
KDVKDGDFRPSOH[KLVWRU\VKDSHG³OLNHDOOWKH
0HQQRQLWHJURXSVLQ,QGRQHVLD³E\WKHWUDXPDRI
World War II, the long struggle for democracy in

I

Indonesia and the ongoing challenges of living as a
tiny minority in a country with the world’s largest
SRSXODWLRQRI0XVOLPV7RGD\PHPEHUVRIWKH
110 GITJ congregations tend to live in rural areas
DURXQG-HSDUDDQG3XWLVSHDN-DYDQHVHZRUN
DVODERUHUVDQGZRUVKLSLQDVRPHZKDWIRUPDO
liturgical style.
The GKMI (Persatuan Gereja-Gereja Kristen Muria Indonesia / Union of Muria Christian Churches of Indonesia) traces its roots to
Chinese immigrants who settled in Java in the
HDUO\WKFHQWXU\HVSHFLDOO\LQWKHUHJLRQDURXQG
.XGRV,Q7HH6LHP7DWD&KLQHVHEXVLnessman, became a Christian when he and another family member were miraculously healed after
OLVWHQLQJWRVWRULHVLQWKH*RVSHOVRI-HVXV·KHDOing ministry. Almost immediately, Tee embarked
RQDMRXUQH\RI%LEOHVWXG\SUHDFKLQJDQGFKXUFK
SODQWLQJ)URPWKHEHJLQQLQJWKH0DOD\VSHDNLQJ
congregations had contact with Mennonites, but
WKDWLGHQWLW\ZDVSDUWLFXODUO\VWUHQJWKHQHGLQWKH
VDQGVZKHQ+HUPDQQ7DQQDGHVFHQdent of Tee Siem Tat, consciously worked to introGXFH0HQQRQLWHWKHRORJ\DQGSROLW\7RGD\VRPH
FRQJUHJDWLRQVPDNHXSWKH*.0,,WVPHPbers tend to be of Chinese background, well-educated and strongly committed to missions.
JKI (Jemaat Kristen Indonesia / Christian
Congregations of Indonesia), the youngest of
the Mennonite synods in Indonesia, emerged in
WKHODWHVDVDFKDULVPDWLFUHQHZDOPRYHPHQW
within the GKMI. Led by Adi Sutanto, a small
*.0,SUD\HUJURXSEHJDQWRLQFRUSRUDWHVSHDNLQJLQWRQJXHVIDLWKKHDOLQJYLVLRQVDQGSURSKHF\
LQWRWKHLUUHJXODUZRUVKLS,QDJURXSRI
like-minded congregations joined to form the JKI,
ZKLFKKDVVLQFHJURZQWRLQFOXGHFRQJUHgations, including several in the United States,
Australia and the Netherlands. The best-known
JKI church—and the likely site of the MWC
assembly in 2021—is the 20,000 member “Holy
6WDGLXPµZKLFKFRPELQHVFKDULVPDWLFZRUVKLS
with a remarkable array of social ministries and a
VWURQJRXWUHDFKSURJUDPWRWKHFLW\RI-DNDUWD
Clearly, each of these indigenous synods has
its own distinctive history and identity. But today
leaders are looking beyond those differences to
VHHNQHZSDUWQHUVKLSVZLWKHDFKRWKHUDQGZLWK
the larger Mennonite world. MWC Assembly
ZLOORIIHUDJUHDWSHUVSHFWLYHRQWKHYDULRXV
ZD\VWKDW$QDEDSWLVPKDVWDNHQURRWLQ,QGRQHVLD
,W·VQRWWRRVRRQWRSXWLWRQ\RXUFDOHQGDU TM
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