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Program 
 

 
 
 

Processional* 
 
 
Welcome |  Jewel Yoder 
 
 
Reflection  |  Gretchen Sauder 
 
 
Presentation of Pins  | Beth Miller 
…………………………….Cheryl Caffee 

 
Anointing of Hands  |  Susan Setiawan 
 
 
Blessing  |  Jewel Yoder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please remain silent as the graduates process. 



Graduates 
 

Adriana Berger 
Goshen, Indiana 

 
Tessa Clark 
Goshen, Indiana 

  
Genevieve Cowardin 
Goshen, Indiana 
* (Secretary) 

  
Jesica Day 
Elkhart, Indiana 

  
Elizabeth Diaz 
Goshen, Indiana 
 
Cassandra Espinoza 
Sylmar, California 

  
Alexandrea Gordy 
Elkhart, Indiana 

  
Mariane Grace 
Bristol, Indiana 
* (Treasurer) 

  
Elise Hackman 
Goshen, Indiana 

  
Brooklyn Harris 
Urbana Illinois 
 
Kyra Krall 
Carmel, Indiana 

Leslie Latisnere Reinada 
Goshen, Indiana 

  
Lucia Keim Martinez 
Goshen, Indiana 

  
Katja Norton 
Goshen, Indiana 
 
Bryan Olvera 
Goshen, Indiana 
 
Alexis Owensby 
Elkhart, Indiana 
 
Rachel Porter 
Goshen, Indiana 
 
Oscar Ramirez 
Goshen, Indiana 
* (Vice President) 
 
Samantha Shank 
New Paris, Indiana 
 
Brooke Stutzman 
Sugarcreek, Ohio 
* (President) 
 
Rachel Versluis 
Goshen, Indiana 

* Member of GC Student Nurse Association Committee 



We say thanks 
 
 

Adriana Berger –  
I would like to thank my family for supporting me the 
whole way through and encouraging me every time I said 
I was just going to drop out over the last 3 years.  I would 
also like to thank my family for always showing up 
throughout my whole school career both sports and 
academic related.  I could always count on looking into the 
stands and seeing someone there for me.  It wouldn’t have 
been the same without you guys, so thank you. 
 
Tessa Clark –  
Mom and Dad, thank you for the love and support you 
have shown to me over the last four years. During some of 
the hardest years of nursing school, you were always there 
cheering me on. William, thank you for being a constant 
support and for keeping my spirits high. To my friends, 
colleagues, and professors, I couldn't have done it without 
you all! Thank you. 
 
Genevieve Cowardin –  
Thank you to the whole GC nursing department: students, 
faculty, and staff. Thank you to Cheryl Caffee for being 
someone I could turn to for processing nursing 
experiences. Thank you to Jason Clay for understanding 
our naivety and teaching us how to learn. Thank you to 
Gretchen Sauder for her mentorship and helping me find 
my passion within nursing. Thank you to Susan Setiawan 
for embodying everything she teaches and leading by 
example. Thanks to my family for their unfailing love and 
encouragement and to my Grandmother for being my 
inspiration. Lastly, thank you to Samantha, Kyra, Elise, 
and Brooke for riding the ups and downs of this journey 
with me. 
 
 
 



Elizabeth Diaz –  
To my husband, Juan, who has been my constant support, 
chef, housekeeper, love, and best friend. This degree is our 
accomplishment! I might not have made it without all of 
your support. Thank you! I love you! To my parents who 
have supported me and encouraged me in this career path 
before I even knew that this is what I wanted to do! I 
dedicate all of my accomplishments to you both. You 
taught me the value of hard-work and perseverance, two 
qualities that have been essential in making it through this 
program. Thank you and I love you both so much! To 
Anita, my mentor and friend, who advised me, 
encouraged me, and cheered me on when I decided to 
make this career transition. I feel honored to have you in 
my life and in my corner. The impact you have had on my 
life is significant and I can’t thank you enough! To Brenda 
Srof, Beth Miller, Tracy Buller, Ruth Stoltzfus, Susan 
Setiawan, Gretchen Sauder, and all of the nursing 
professors. I received so much support from many of you 
when I decided to come back to finish the program. Many 
of you gave me the added confidence to believe in myself 
when I still had doubt that I could do it. Thank you so 
much! The care and compassion with which you all teach 
teaches us more than we could ever learn from textbooks. 
You exemplify what it means to provide compassionate 
and holistic care to others. Thank you. 
 
Cassandra Espinoza –  
To my friends who spent those late nights studying with 
me and being my home away from home, to my brother 
who always believed in me and supported me 
unconditionally, to my boyfriend who motivated me and 
picked me up when I failed, a mis abuelos que trabajaron 
duro para darme esta oportunidad, and to my mom and 
dad who raised me to be una guerrera y mujer fuerte, this 
is for you! Thank you for making this day possible. 
 
 
 
 



Alexandrea Gordy –  
I would like to thank the people who have made it possible 
for me to be where I am today. To my friends who were 
always willing to help me study and be my practice 
patients, to my classmates who have been by my side 
throughout these past four years, to my professors who 
have encouraged me along the way, and lastly, to my 
family for loving and supporting me unconditionally. I 
could not have done it without all of you. Thank you! 
 
Mariane Grace –  
Firstly, I want to thank my parents for their unwavering 
support, and for teaching me that I can do anything I set 
my mind to. Thank you for pushing me to do my best and 
believing in me. Thank you to all of the nursing professors 
who have continuously supported me and helped guide 
me through all the ups and downs. And thank you for 
letting me cry in your offices. Thank you to all of the 
amazing friends I have made along the way. You have all 
shaped me into the person and nurse that I am today. 
 
Elise Hackman –  
There are many people who have helped me to reach this 
point and many people to thank.  My professors who 
guided me through it all.  My friends who helped me 
through long study sessions and gallons of coffee.   My 
brothers who make me laugh and keep me humble. And 
finally, my parents who support and encourage me 
through everything.  I hope to be able to support and care 
for all of you, as you have for me.  I am very grateful for 
the support and encouragement from all of you and many 
more. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brooklyn Harris –  
There are many people I would like to thank for 
supporting me on this journey. Thank you to my parents, 
Keith and Theresa, for supporting me, pushing me, and 
helping me to pursue my dreams. Thank you to all my 
siblings and friends for supporting me no matter what. But 
most importantly, I would like to thank Jesus Christ, my 
Lord, for His unending grace and faithfulness to me. “But 
by the grace of God, I am what I am...” 1 Cor. 15:10. Thank 
you! 
 
Kyra Krall –  
Thank you so much to my parents, sister, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles, cousins, church family, professors, and 
friends who have supported me throughout my time here 
at Goshen College.  I am so grateful for your love, 
encouragement, advice, and time!  I could not have done it 
without you. 
 
Leslie Latisnere Reinada –  
I just want to say thank you for helping me achieve my 
dreams and for being there for me throughout these four 
years of nursing school. I am so grateful that I have such a 
supportive family and I could not have done it without 
you. Thank you for pushing me through this whole 
experience and being there for me no matter what. 
 
Jesica Lundy –  
I would like to thank my mom and close friend, Laurisa 
Ott, for always encouraging me to follow my dreams. I 
would also like to thank my late grandmother who I got to 
care for as she passed during my nursing school 
experience. Her words “you’re my favorite nurse” 
motivate me to keep going. Most importantly, I want to 
thank my best friend and husband, Koby Lundy, for being 
my biggest fan, supporting and motivating me. I couldn’t 
have done this without him. Overall, I owe everything to 
Jesus, who continues to pull me through, strengthening 
and guiding me daily. 
 



Lucia Keim Martinez –  
Thank you to my parents, Luis Gerardo and Loly 
Martinez—your compassion and work ethic are 
contagious and I’m so glad you raised me to embrace that 
wholeheartedly.  Thank you to the Millers—you opened 
your heart and your home and I would not have been here 
without you.  Thank you to my new family—you have 
enriched my life in more ways than one—and my 
husband, the love of my life.  Finally, thank you to my 
study groups—through the tears, the sleepless nights, the 
mini therapeutic laughing/crying sessions, I am so 
grateful for you. 
 
Katja Norton –  
I want to thank my parents, Sharon and Steve, who have 
been a huge part in making this education possible for me. 
I want to thank my wonderful fiancé, Alvaro, for being my 
rock supporting me through the tears and long hours of 
homework. I want to thank my brothers, David and 
Marius, for being people I can lean on and laugh with. To 
my grandparents, Julie & Jim, and Lloyd & Edna for their 
wisdom and support throughout the years. Lastly, a huge 
thank you to my peers and friends who have been there 
for and with me, pushing me forward to see this day of 
graduation! Thank you to everyone who has been there. 
 
Bryan Olvera –  
Este triunfo se lo dedico a mi papá, mi mamá, y a mi 
hermana. Graduarse de la universidad no es fácil y ha 
habido muchos obstáculos en mi camino. Pero gracias al 
apoyo incondicional de mi familia, este sueño mío se logró. 
Los esfuerzos de ustedes han valido la pena. Me da mucha 
alegría poder festejar esta ocasión con mi familia, mis 
profesores, y mis compañeros. ¡Gracias a todos! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Alexis Owensby –  
I would like to thank my mom, Kellie for believing I could 
achieve this goal at times when I didn’t believe in myself.  
Thank you to my dad, Allen and my stepmom, Laura for 
giving me much needed advice and a home to visit.  To my 
sister, Katelyn and my brother, Gage I thank you for 
giving me a place to be myself and have fun when I really 
needed it.  Finally, I would like to thank my friends and 
family for being more supportive than I could have ever 
asked for. 
 
Rachel Porter –  
Thank you, everyone for a great four years.  Thank you to 
my parents who supported me through the good times 
and the hard times.  Thank you to all my teachers who 
taught me and encouraged me to excel both in my 
profession and personal life.  And thank you to my friends 
who helped me study and gave me breaks from school. 
 
Oscar Ramirez –  
From the bottom of my heart I would like to thank my wife 
for always knowing when I needed to eat, sleep, and just 
get out of the house and take a break from school work. 
Mom, dad, and brother Rick for always believing in me 
and thinking I’m a lot smarter than I am. I hope I make 
you proud, this degree is for all of us. Thanks to my 
friends who always understood why I was unable to hang 
out with them and listening to me talk about all things 
nursing. Last but not least I thank God for without him I 
would be lost. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Samantha Shank –  
I would like to start by thanking my family, Greg, Bethany, 
Katie, Sarah, and Jacob Shank, for all of their support and 
encouragement through nursing school. Thank you to my 
Fiancé, John Trenshaw for always believing in me. To 
Susan, Beth, Gretchen, Cheryl, and Jason, thank you for 
helping me find my passion, believing in me when I didn’t 
think I could do it, and truly seeing and encouraging me to 
use my gift. Lastly, thank you to Genevieve, Kyra, Brooke, 
and Elise, I couldn’t have asked for better people to get 
through this with. Thank you. 
 
Brooke Stutzman –  
Thank you to the many friends and family for supporting 
me throughout my studies in nursing.  Dad, thank you for 
your countless hours helping me with pharmacology and 
encouraging me to be the best nurse I can.  Mom, thank 
you for always listening to my fears and worries, along 
with my joys and triumphs.  Brighton, thank you for being 
my rock and everlasting source of comfort after long days 
at clinical.  Thank you as well to the professors who 
supported and guided us through these last three years.  
And lastly, thank you to my classmates.  I treasure my 
friendships with everyone and can’t wait to see what the 
future holds for us. 
 
Rachel Versluis –  
To my family, Neil, Owen, Emrys, and Anders. To my 
parents, Joy and Paul, to my sisters, Anna, Bethany, and 
Sara, and to my brother, Paul. To my in-laws, Barb and 
Jay. Thank you for all your love and support over these 
past years. I love you all so much! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Faculty 
Jewel Yoder, DNP, RN, Associate Professor; Chair, Department    
     of Nursing; Director of BSN and RN to BSN Programs  
Ruth Stoltzfus, PhD, CPNP-PC, RN, Professor; Director of    
     Graduate Programs  
Cheryl Caffee, MSN, RN, Associate Professor 
Lisa Helfrich, MSN, RN, Assistant Professor 
Beth K. Miller, MSN, RN, Associate Professor  
Mark Moyer, MSN, RN, Associate Professor 
Gretchen Sauder, MSN, FNP, RN, Assistant Professor  
Katie Schramm, MSN, FNP, RN, Assistant Professor 
Susan Miller  Setiawan, NP-C, RN, Associate Professor  
Brenda Srof, PhD, CNL, RN, Professor Emerita 
Laura Wheeler, DNP, FNP-BC, RN, Associate Professor 

 
Clinical Instructors 

Tracy Buller,  MSN, RN 
Heather Calkins, BSN, RN 
Jason Clay, BSN, RN 
Phoebe Graber, BSN, RN 
Jennifer Van Fleet, MSN, RN 

 
Staff 

Linda Kimpel, Administrative Assistant 
 
 

Thank You 
• President Becky Stoltzfus and her Cabinet for their 

ongoing support of the Nursing Department. 
• Linda Kimpel, Administrative Assistant to the 

Nursing Department, for all her effort and creativity in 
helping plan and execute today’s event. 

• Brian Yoder Schlabach, News and Media manager, for 
his professional photography services. 

• Tia Johnson and her team in Office of Conference and 
Events, for their help in planning this event. 

• ITS Media for providing technical services, including 
live streaming this event. 



Goshen College Core Values 
 
Christ-Centeredness 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation 
is Jesus Christ. 
I Corinthians 3:11 
 

Passionate Learning 
For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and 
goodness with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
endurance, and endurance with godliness, and godliness with mutual affection, and 
mutual affection with love. For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, 
they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
II Peter 1:5-8 
 

Servant Leadership 
But whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to 
be first among you must be your slave; just as the Son of [God] came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
Matthew 20:26-28 
 

Compassionate Peacemaking 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Matthew 5:9 
 

Global Citizenship 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
II Corinthians 5:18-20 
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