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Welcome to the 119th commencement ceremony of Goshen College. We are delighted that you have 
joined us this weekend to celebrate the lives and accomplishments of our 2017 graduating class. 
Commencement signals both endings and beginnings in the lives of our graduates. We trust you will 
find opportunity to share cherished experiences, to greet friends and faculty, and to hear dreams of 
exciting possibilities yet to come. 

On behalf of the Goshen College faculty and staff, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to all 
students, parents and families for a journey well traveled. We are profoundly conscious of the hard work 
and strong dedication to college education that brought you to this important moment in your life and 
the life of the college. The door of welcome will always be open to each of you as we look forward to an 
ongoing relationship with past and future Goshen alumni and friends. 

May God bless each one of you with grace and courage for the life that lies ahead. May all your dreams 
and service begin, continue and end in God’s best intentions for you. May you always experience the 
abiding joy and deep meaning of a life sustained by the Christ-centered core values that uphold and 
guide this great institution: passionate learning, global citizenship, compassionate peacemaking and 
servant leadership. 

Above all, may you be divine instruments of peace — serving the world through your work and witness.

With gratitude,

President Dr. James E. Brenneman

Welcome!
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Schedule of Commencement Events
Saturday, April 29, 2017
 10 a.m. - noon Commencement Rehearsal 
  Graduates meet in Union Building Hallway

 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Senior Art Exhibit  
 and  7 - 10 p.m. Music Center, Hershberger Art Gallery

 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Bookstore open 

The following activities are planned for all who identify with a department through a major, minor or other  
special program. Graduates and their families are invited to join and meet faculty and fellow students.

 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Music  
  Music Center Lobby

 1:30 - 4 p.m. Senior Nurse’s Pinning Ceremony & Reception 
  Church-Chapel

 2 - 3 p.m. American Sign Language, Spanish 
  Administration Building, Room 30-31

 2 - 3 p.m. Broadcasting, Communication, Journalism, Public Relations, Theater 
  Yost Room, Umble Center

 2 - 3 p.m. English, TESOL, English Writing 
  Newcomer Center, Room 14

 2 - 3:30 p.m. Art  
  Music Center, Hershberger Art Gallery

 2 - 3:30 p.m. Bible and Religion, Philosophy, PJCS 
  Wyse Hall, Room 319

 2 - 3:30 p.m. History, Political Science, Pre-Law 
  Wyse Hall, Room 318

 3 - 4 p.m. Sociology, Social Work 
  Administration Building, Room 26

 3 - 4 p.m. Teacher Education 
  Church-Chapel, Gathering Rooms 141-144

 3 - 4:30 p.m. Accounting, Business, Business Administration, Entrepreneurship, Global Economics,  
  MBA, Marketing, Organizational Leadership  
  Newcomer Center Lounge

 3 - 5 p.m. International and Intercultural Leadership Students and International Student Club 
  CIIE Lounge

 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Chemistry, Mathematics, Computer Science, Physics, Psychology  
  Science Hall, Room 107
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Goshen’s Class of 2017: A Celebration
Saturday, April 29, 2017, 7:30 p.m.  |  Music Center, Sauder Concert Hall

Senior Program 
You are warmly invited to celebrate with the Class of 2017, as they display a few of their many talents — 
including song, video, dance, poetry and more. All ages are welcome. Admission is free.  

President’s Reception 
Join Dr. James E. Brenneman and Dr. Terri J. Plank Brenneman in the lobby immediately following the 
Senior Program to honor graduates and their families. Refreshments will be served.

Senior Art Exhibit 
Visit the Hershberger Art Gallery, located off the lobby in the Music Center, where work by senior art 
majors is on display.

 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Biology, Environmental Science, Environmental Studies,  
  Molecular Biology/Biochemistry  
  Science Hall Foyer

 7:30 p.m. Senior Program (see below) 
  Music Center, Sauder Hall

 8:45 - 10 p.m. President’s Reception 
  Music Center Lobby & Courtyard

Sunday, April 30, 2017
 11 a.m. Baccalaureate Service  
  Church-Chapel

 11:30 - 1 p.m. Commencement Brunch for graduates, family and friends  
  Westlawn Dining Hall (ticket purchase required) 
  Adults: $10, children 6-12: $5, under 6: free, student meal plans still in effect

 2:40 p.m. Graduates line up 
  Union Hallway

 3 p.m. Commencement 
  Roman Gingerich Recreation-Fitness Center

 5 - 7 p.m. R.N. to B.S.N. Reception 
  Church-Chapel Fellowship Hall South

 5 - 7 p.m. M.S. in Nursing Reception 
  Church-Chapel Fellowship Hall North

 5 - 7 p.m. M.A. in Environmental Education Reception 
  Church-Chapel, Gathering Rooms
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Baccalaureate
Sunday, April 30, 2017, 11 a.m.  |  Church-Chapel

Seeds of Change: Sowing Peace, Justice and Hope

Instrumental Prelude 
 “Second of May” 
 Andrew Pauls (guitar), Sadie Gustafson-Zook (fiddle)

Special Music  
 “Asimbonanga”* 
 Seniors from Goshen College Women’s World Music Choir

Hymn** 
 “What is This Place” Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 1 
 Andrew Pauls (song leader), Wade Troyer (piano)

Call to Worship 
 Melanie Drinkwater and Karina Flores (worship leaders)

Hymn 
 “You Are Salt for the Earth” Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 226

Scripture Reading 
 Matthew 13:31-32 
 ByeongChan Lim and Aparajita Naik

Senior Reflections 
 Dona Park, Peter Paetkau, Keshia Ward

Hymn 
 “Here I am, Lord” Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 395

Sermon 
 Mighty, the Plantings of God! 
 President Dr. James E. Brenneman

Planting Seeds 
 All graduating seniors are invited to plant seeds in the wheelbarrow 

Special Music 
 “Montaña” (translation provided on page 5)  
 Karina Flores (vocal), Gabe Miller (piano), Caleb Liechty (percussion), Andrew Pauls (guitar)

Litany of Blessing 
 Joelle Friesen and Crystopher Echavarria
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If you have faith, the size of a mustard seed
(Si tuvieres fe, como un grano de mostaza)
that’s what the Savior said.
(esto lo dice el Senor.)

And you will say, unto that mountain
(Tu le dirias a la montana)
Be cast away, be cast away-ay-ay
(Muevete, muevete)

And that mountain shall be moved (shall be moved, shall 
be moved)
(Esa montana se movera, se movera, se movera)
And that mountain shall be moved (shall be moved, shall 
be moved)
(Esa montana se movera, se movera, se movera)

Sending Song** 
 “My Soul Cries Out” Sing the Story, No. 124

Benediction**   
 Melanie Drinkwater

*Translation: We have not seen Mandela in the place where he is kept. We sing this piece to amplify the voices of those struggling for 
justice around the world.

**Please stand as you are able

American Sign Language interpreters, Wendy Yoder Nice, M.L.S., C.I.; Sandy Slabaugh, B.A., N.I.C 
Thank you to Mary Ann Roth for the floral arrangement.

Enveloped in darkness, buried in earth that nourishes and 
cloaks, humbly carrying worlds within us:  
We are seeds, waiting our time to burst forth from  
the soil.

Living into the discomfort of new ways of being, 
welcoming transformations, experiencing both joys and 
challenges:  
We are sprouts, full of resilience and stronger than  
we realize.

Reaching for sunlight, seeking that which sustains mind 
and spirit, striving to find our place in the world: 
We grow both inwards and outwards in knowledge, 
wisdom and experience.

Storms batter, soft rain comforts, sunshine encourages; we 
make the most of what life gives us: 
We branch out, creating relationships and community.

Extending our comfort zones, stepping into the unknown, 
embracing uncertainty to create a brighter world: 
We bud, bringing hope for the future.

Living fully, serving others, joining our passions and the 
world’s needs in a myriad of ways: 
We burst into bloom, embodying justice and hope.

Cultivating community, growing through each encounter, 
supporting and sharing with one another: 
We bear fruit, recognizing that we are but one part of a 
complex web of life.

In all of our stages of life, may we remember that no 
seed is too small to become a tree, that growth involves 
discomfort and that we are called to offer our gifts for the 
good of the world.  
May we continually nurture seeds of change, living out 
peace, justice and hope in all that we do. Amen. 

Montaña (Mountain)

Litany of Blessing 
written by Joelle Friesen, class of 2017
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119th Annual Commencement 
Sunday, April 30, 2017, 3 p.m.  |  Roman Gingerich Recreation-Fitness Center

Pre-Commencement Music and Processional* 
 Goshen College All-Campus Band, directed by Dr. Jose Rocha, associate professor of music

Welcome 
 Dr. James E. Brenneman, president

Invocation 
 Regina Shands Stoltzfus, assistant professor of peace, justic, and conflict studies,  
 mother of Joshua Stoltzfus, Class of 2017

Hymn** 
 “Come thou fount” (see page 8), Dr. Scott Hochstetler, associate professor of music

Commencement Address 
 “Transformational Leadership for the 21st Century” 
 Dr. Luis Ricardo Fraga, Co-Director of the Institute for Latino Studies at the University of Notre Dame,  
 Notre Dame Professor of Transformative Latino Leadership, Joseph and Elizabeth Robbie Professor  
 of Political Science

Recognition of Retirees 
 Retirees presented by Dr. Kenneth F. Newbold, provost 
 Dean Rhodes, associate professor of Spanish 
 Clay Shetler, physical plant director

Recognition of Outgoing President Dr. James E. Brenneman 
 Dr. Bruce Stahly, Goshen College Board of Directors

Hymn 
 “Cantemos al Señor” (see page 9) 
 Andrew Pauls, guitar

Conferring of Degrees 
 Dr. James E. Brenneman and Dr. Jo-Ann Brant 
 Assisted by Dr. Jan Kauffman, registrar; Dr. David Ostergren, director, Graduate Program in  
 Environmental Education; Michelle Horning, Goshen College director, Collaborative MBA Program;  
 and Dr. Ruth Stoltzfus, director, Graduate Program in Nursing

Dr. James E. Brenneman, president 
Dr. Kenneth F. Newbold, provost 
Dr. Jo-Ann Brant, interim vice president for academic affairs and academic dean 
Dr. Ryan Sensenig, faculty chair and processional marshal
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Dr. Luis Ricardo Fraga is co-director of the Institute for Latino Studies, 
the Notre Dame Professor of Transformative Latino Leadership, the Joseph 
and Elizabeth Robbie Professor of Political Science and a fellow for the 
Institute for Educational Initiatives at the University of Notre Dame. 

Fraga graduated cum laude with a degree in government from Harvard 
University and earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in political science from 
Rice University. His primary interests are in American politics, where he 
specializes in Latino politics, immigration policy, education politics, and 
voting rights policy. 

In 2011, President Barack Obama appointed Fraga to the President’s 
Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence for Hispanics. That same 
year, Hispanic Business named him one of the top “100 Influentials” in the 
United States.

He has authored or co-authored six books, including a high school textbook, and has published numerous 
journal articles and book chapters.  He has received fifteen awards for his teaching, mentoring and advising.

Fraga is married to Charlene L. Aguilar, and they have three children. He is a native of Corpus Christi, Texas.

Dr. Luis Ricardo Fraga, Commencement Speaker

*Please remain seated so that all can see the procession and recession.  
**Please stand as you are able. 
Please wait to be dismissed until the graduates and faculty have recessed.

American Sign Language interpreters, Wendy Yoder Nice, M.L.S., CI; Sandy Slabaugh, B.A., N.I.C.

Goshen College Alma Mater** 
 (see page 10) Verses sung by seniors Brianne Brenneman, Aaron George, Galed Krisjayanta,  
 Morgan Short; all are invited to sing the refrain

Benediction** 
 Gwen and Les Gustafson-Zook and daughter Sadie, Class of 2017

Recessional* 
 Goshen College All-Campus Band
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Goshen College All-Campus Band

Flute:
Kristin Waltner

Oboe:
Heidi Schenk Eash

Clarinet:
Kenan Bitikofer
Marie Gilbert

Bassoon:
Ken Hanson

Horn:
Erin Yoder
Marcay Dickens
Reid Wegreki
Kim Blaha

Saxophone:
Riley Friesner

Trumpet:
Nathaniel Herrman
Brooklin Ries

Trombone:
David Cunningham
Glenn Gilbert
Charlie Ostegren

Tuba:
Joe Wheeler

Percussion:
Danny Aramouni
Cheyenne Petty
Tyrus Tucker

Dr. Jose Rocha, director

Alma Mater
Goshen College’s beloved Alma Mater was written in 1911, based on a poem by Menno Ezra Miller of 
Kalona, Iowa, an alumnus of GC’s high school level academy in 1908-09. The head of the School of 
Music at the time, John D. Brunk, set it to music. As Becky Horst writes in Goshen College: A Pictorial 
History, 1894-1994, “It is probably the only college song anywhere to be written with a 5/4 time 
signature, although the chorus returns to a more familiar 4/4 pattern.”



12  |  goshen.edu/graduation 

The Academic Procession

The history of academic dress reaches back into the earliest days of the oldest universities. The 
costumes and colors, trimmings and patterns you will see are all traditional and interpret both the 
degree and field of learning. The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has an oblong 
sleeve. The doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves decorated with chevrons of velvet.

The hoods, differing in length for the three degrees, are lined with the official colors of the university 
or college conferring the degree. Hoods are edged and bound with velvet of the color appropriate for 
the degree.

The colors you will see in the hoods and gowns of Goshen College faculty represent the various fields 
in which the degrees were taken: 

arts and humanities – white 
business – brown
education – blue
engineering – orange
fine arts – brown
journalism – crimson
law – purple
library science – lemon yellow
medicine – green
music – pink

nursing – apricot
philosophy – dark blue
physical education – sage green
public and environmental affairs – turquoise
public health – salmon pink
science – yellow
social work – citron
theology – scarlet

Graduates are wearing caps and gowns made from natural wood sources exclusively from renewable 
management forests. They will break down in the soil in a year or less.
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The Lamp and the Book
Goshen College is a place of light and of enlightenment. The 
college seal incorporates the official motto, a lamp and a book. 
In 1904, “Culture for Service” was made the motto of Goshen 
College after the term was used by the college’s first president, 
Noah E. Byers, in his 1903 inaugural address. The book 
symbolizes the importance of the written word, especially holy 
Scripture. The lighted lamp represents the light of learning that, 
in a world of darkness, pushes back the darkness. 

The actual lamp and book used to be passed from the graduating 
senior class to the junior class in a ceremony. Now, graduates 
sign the book after receiving their degrees in a tradition that 
links generations of alumni in the spirit of “Culture for Service” 
and extends the light of learning to future students. 

Graduation Pledge
Many graduates are wearing a green ribbon today signifying that they have signed a pledge that reads,  
“I pledge to explore and take into account the social and environmental consequences of any job I 
consider and will try to improve these aspects of any organizations for which I work.” This pledge is being 
taken on over 100 campuses across the country this spring and encourages graduates to be intentional and 
responsible about their employment.

Official Photographs
Arrangements have been made with GradImagesTM to take pictures of each graduate. Color proofs of  
these photos are made available to graduates within 72 hours of commencement. Details have been  
given to the graduates and are available at the table in the RFC lobby. 

Live Streaming and Child-friendly Viewing
Video of the commencement ceremony is being live-streamed online for those unable to be in attendance 
at goshen.edu/graduation. 

A live video will be available for viewing in the lobby and room 104-105 of the Recreation-Fitness Center.

Translation, Accessibility and Cell Phone Use
Spanish translation headsets and assisted listening devices are available in the lobby for all who need them. 
ASL and wheelchair accessible seating areas are available. Please see an usher for assistance. Please turn off 
cell phones during the commencement ceremony.
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The Class of 2017
The following list of degree candidates includes all members of the 2017 graduating class whether 
participating in the exercises or being graduated in absentia. Some December 2017 graduates 
have chosen to participate in these exercises. Inclusion in this publication may not be construed as 
documentation of completion of degree requirements. Certification of the conferral of a degree is by 
receipt of a diploma or official transcript noting degree completion.

Degrees
Goshen College confers three graduate degrees: the Master of Arts in Environmental Education, the 
Master of Business Administration and the Master of Science in Nursing. The Master of Business 
Administration program is in collaboration with Bluffton University, Canadian Mennonite University 
and Eastern Mennonite University. All graduates of the Collaborative MBA are listed in each school’s 
commencement program.

Two baccalaureate degrees are conferred. Those with majors in nursing, organizational leadership,  
or the social work degree completion program receive the Bachelor of Science degree. All others receive 
the Bachelor of Arts degree.

Following each name is the field of study being completed by the student. Use of the diagonal (/) 
indicates that the two fields are a double major program with two equal areas of concentration. Areas in 
which a minor will be completed are indicated by italics. Secondary Education certification is listed in 
parentheses. Interdisciplinary concentrations are listed after the colon.

Graduation Honors
Graduation honors are awarded to undergraduate students who have earned a cumulative GPA of 3.6 or 
above with no grade lower than a “C” at Goshen College. Students in the traditional baccalaureate degree 
program must have completed a minimum of 48 graded hours at Goshen College. Students in accelerated 
and degree completion programs must have completed at least 40 graded hours at Goshen College. Honors 
are reflective of grade point averages as of December 2016 and are subject to change with the addition of 
grades in later terms. The specific honor is indicated with an asterisk after the name.

 *** Summa Cum Laude: 3.90-4.00 GPA (with highest honor)
 ** Magna Cum Laude: 3.80-3.89 GPA (with great honor)
 *  Cum Laude: 3.60-3.79 GPA (with honor)



#gcgrad17  |  15

Kenneth Victor Bauer
Environmental Education
Goshen, Indiana

Kaitlyn Winters Bradley
Environmental Education
Columbia, Missouri

Madeline Herron
Environmental Education
Corpus Christi, Texas

Alyson Marie Munger 
Environmental Education
Paulding, Ohio

Margaret Ann Olson
Environmental Education
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Master of Arts Degrees

Malyssa A. Billings Nash
MBA General Management
Elkhart, Indiana

Joel F. Daly
MBA General Management
Goshen, Indiana

Michael Duerksen
MBA General Management
Winnepeg, Manitoba, Canada

Jacqueline Glick
MBA General Management
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Nathan Hulfish
MBA General Management
Gloucester City, New Jersey

Jason James
MBA General Management
Alexandria, Virginia

Wesley Ngwenya
MBA General Management
Winkler, Manitoba, Canada

Christy Lynn Price
MBA General Management
Troy, Ohio

Heidi Stoltzfus McHugh
MBA General Management
Goshen, Indiana

Master of Business Administration Degrees

Master of Science Degrees

Pamela J. Blakemore-Ray
Family Nurse Practitioner
Paw Paw, Michigan

Katrina Marie Carlson
Family Nurse Practitioner
Kendallville, Indiana

Leon Coody
Family Nurse Practitioner
Bristol, Indiana

Melissa Ann Demetriou
Family Nurse Practitioner
South Bend, Indiana

Barbara Ann Glassford
Family Nurse Practitioner
Berrien Springs, Michigan

Allison L. Hartman
Family Nurse Practitioner
Granger, Indiana

Dawn L. Heckathorn
Family Nurse Practitioner
Nappanee, Indiana

Elya Joelle Hess
Family Nurse Practitioner
Elkhart, Indiana

Cary Lynn Malstaff
Family Nurse Practitioner
Walkerton, Indiana

Tracy Lynn Mitchel
Family Nurse Practitioner
Nappanee, Indiana

Alicia D. Navarro
Family Nurse Practitioner
Middlebury, Indiana

Julie Anne Paston
Family Nurse Practitioner
Goshen, Indiana
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Breanna Elizabeth Adams
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

Esther Pokuaa Adu
Nursing
South Bend, Indiana

Kamylle Elyse Amburgey***
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Calla K. Bartlett**
Elementary Education– 
Special Education
Byron, Michigan

Pranabh R. Basnett
Accounting, Business
Kathmandu, Nepal

Megan Elizabeth 
Baumgartner***
Environmental Science
Hesston, Kansas

Christian L. Bechler***
Mathematics / History, Bible 
and Religion, Global Economics
Hudsonville, Michigan

Berkeley S. Beidler
Broadcasting, Multimedia 
Communication
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Lisette Bermudez
Biology, Business
Streamwood, Illinois

Madeline Martin Birky***
Journalism / Spanish
Goshen, Indiana

Diana Stephany Blacut
Art (K-12 Education)
Goshen, Indiana

Ashley Bontrager***
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

David Roman Bontrager**
Environmental Science, Spanish
Archbold, Ohio

Jesse Aaron Bontreger***
Theater / Communication
Goshen, Indiana

Isaiah Detweiler Breckbill*
Physics, Environmental Studies
Kidron, Ohio

Brianne Faith Brenneman*
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry, Business
Mason, Ohio

Andrew Douglas Broker*
Organizational Leadership
Centreville, Michigan

Katelyn R. Brooks*
Social Work, Art
Littleton, Colorado

Randy A. Bryant
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Jessica Sarah-Marie Cagigas*
Accounting
Murrieta, California

Preston Kerry Carr
Business, Marketing
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada

Alma Rosa Carrillo Flores
Interdisciplinary: Nursing; 
Sociology; Peace, Justice and 
Conflict Studies 
Elkhart, Indiana

Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science Degrees

Diane Rene Sharkey
Family Nurse Practitioner
Niles, Michigan

Tyne M. Simpson
Family Nurse Practitioner
Granger, Indiana

Emilee Marie Stone
Family Nurse Practitioner
Granger, Indiana

Lorraine D. Swartzentruber
Family Nurse Practitioner
Goshen, Indiana
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Vincent D. Caschera
Biology, Business
Sarnia, Ontario, Canada

Eric K. Cender***
Accounting
Valparaiso, Indiana

Jadon D. Chupp
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Leah Renee Clementz
Nursing
Centreville, Michigan

Blake R. Collins*
Exercise Science
Ludington, Michigan

Sarah Quinn Collins**
Nursing
Granger, Indiana

Tamara K. Coney
Nursing
Albion, Indiana

Ellen Margaret Conrad***
Environmental Science, Bible 
and Religion
Denver, Colorado

Sierra L. Coulahan
Social Work
Elkhart, Indiana

Kate N. Crawford***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Sagamore Hills, Ohio

Anna Louise Cullar***
Nursing
North Lima, Ohio

Alexander Jovan Delgadillo
Peace, Justice and Conflict 
Studies, Music
Dakota, Illinois

Mitchell M. Denlinger***
Accounting, Business
Denver, Pennsylvania

Dusti R. Diener*
Interdisciplinary: English,  
Art, Writing
Harrisonville, Missouri

Simelwe Dlova
Informatics
Mthatha, Eastern Cape,  
South Africa

Melanie Ann Drinkwater*
Biology
West Sayville, New York

Crystopher Y. Echavarria
Physics, Computer Science
New York City, New York

Megan Eigsti***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry, Sociology
Washington, D.C.

Courtney J. Featherstone***
Business, Psychology
Byron, Michigan

Jordyn N. Feller
Biology
Lanesville, Indiana

Grant John Flaming
Environmental Science
Hillsboro, Kansas

Karina E. Flores
Broadcasting, Journalism
Goshen, Indiana

Kelsey L. Fraley
Exercise Science
Olivet, Michigan

Alma Claire Frederick*
Elementary Education– 
Special Education
Bloomington, Indiana

Isaiah Wanbli Friesen***
Peace, Justice and Conflict 
Studies / Spanish, Bible and 
Religion
Filley, Nebraska

Joelle Nicole Friesen***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry,  
International Studies
Normal, Illinois

Jennifer A. Fugate
Social Work
Silver Lake, Indiana

Ashley Jane Ganger
Communication
Goshen, Indiana

Rachel E. Ganter
Nursing
North Webster, Indiana

Madeline Rose Garber***
Music / Psychology
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

James H Garcia***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Gurnee, Illinois
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Aaron N. George**
Psychology / Music
Bangalore, Karnataka, India

Madeline Jane Gerig***
Art, Writing
Goshen, Indiana

Kylie Elizabeth Leigh Giger
Exercise Science
Elkhart, Indiana

Brynn A. Godshall
Peace, Justice and Conflict 
Studies, Women’s and  
Gender Studies
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Juliana Gonsalves
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Aaron Lane Graber*
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry, Music
Los Gatos, California

Luke Daniel Graber
Interdisciplinary: Mathematics, 
Physics, Chemistry
Stryker, Ohio

Megan Taylor Graves
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Asia Green
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry, Spanish
Indianapolis, Indiana

Evan Asa Grimes
Physics
Goshen, Indiana

Naomi Gross*
Peace, Justice and Conflict 
Studies, Women’s and Gender 
Studies, Sustainability
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Vicky J. Gross
Nursing
Constantine, Michigan

Carmen Elizabeth Grove
Nursing
Burr Oak, Michigan

Sadie B. Gustafson-Zook**
Music, Communication
Goshen, Indiana

Lori Ann Haney
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Vallie Havens
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Lindsey Henderson
Education
Chicago, Illinois

Joanlier I. Hernandez
Communication, Spanish
Valencia, Carabobo, Venezuela

Barbara Monserrat 
Hernandez-Walton
Psychology
Goshen, Indiana

John D. Hershberger***
Broadcasting, Theater
Hesston, Kansas

Jennifer R. Hilton
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

Mellissa Diane Hite
Nursing
Syracuse, Indiana

Sarah J. Hofkamp***
Peace, Justice and Conflict 
Studies / Interdisciplinary: 
Spanish, Women’s Studies, 
Social Policy
Goshen, Indiana

Makayla D. Holden
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Katherine Ann Hurst
Communication, Peace and 
Justice Studies
Goshen, Indiana

Ali Marie Iavagnilio*
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Heather Ann Jacobs
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

David Levi Jantz***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry,  
Environmental Studies
North Newton, Kansas

Sabrina F. Jones
Nursing
Middleury, Indiana
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Abigail R. Kaser***
Spanish (Secondary 
Education), English
Elk Grove Village, Illinois

Chelsea D. Katchmazenski
Nursing
Hamilton, Ohio

Luke B. Kaufman
Nursing, Spanish
Goshen, Indiana

Nicole Marie Keenan*
Accounting, Business
Goshen, Indiana

Kasandra Carol Keeslar
Nursing
Howe, Indiana

Nicole R. Kovach
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Joseph B. Kreider
English / Writing
Elkhart, Indiana

Galed P. Krisjayanta
Music
Surakarta, Central Java, 
Indonesia

Stuart Abram Kauffman 
Kurtz
Chemistry
West Lafayette, Indiana

Vincent J. Kurtz***
Music / Physics
Rochester, New York

Leah Joy Landes***
Mathematics (Secondary 
Education)
St. Louis, Missouri

Bradly T. Lantz
Physical Education, Sport 
Management
Millersburg, Indiana

Cecilia Anne Lapp 
Stoltzfus***
Environmental Science, Music
Mount Rainier, Maryland

David Leaman-Miller**
Communication, Sustainability
Denver, Colorado

Jaeyoon Lee*
Accounting, Global Economics
Suwon, Keyonggido, Republic 
of Korea

John T. Lee
Organizational Leadership
South Bend, Indiana

Tyreta N. Lee
Nursing
Niles, Michigan

Clayton J. Lehman
Biology
Archbold, Ohio

Isaac Daniel Lehman
Exercise Science, Spanish
New Paris, Indiana

Emma Rachel Koop Liechty*
Art, Communication
Goshen, Indiana

ByeongChan Lim*
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Los Angeles, California

Leslie M. Lindenberg
Nursing
Granger, Indiana

Joani N. Lindsay
Social Work
Ligonier, Indiana

Laura A. Lockridge
Social Work
Warsarw, Indiana

Jesse G. Loewen
Social Work
Goshen, Indiana

Philip Mann Longenecker***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry, Global Economics, 
Environmental Studies 
Grayslake, Illinois

Fabian A. Lopez
Exercise Science
Osceola, Indiana

Jessica Leigh Ludwig
Nursing
Constantine, Michigan

Madison C. Ludwig
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

Alexandria M. Magnuson
English (Secondary Education)
Elkhart, Indiana
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Hayley Alexandra Mann***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Scottsdale, Arizona

Laura A. Mason
Biology, Sustainability
Goshen, Indiana

Kathryn Margaret 
McKinnell***
Art
Salem, Oregon

Angela N. McLean
Nursing
Palm Bay, Florida

Alaide Medellin
Elementary Education, 
Sociology
Goshen, Indiana

Mason M. Mellinger
Communication
Middlebury, Indiana

Courtney Gene Miller***
Art
Goshen, Indiana

Laura Miller***
History, Women’s and  
Gender Studies
Akron, Pennsylvania

Samantha Jo Moody
Nursing
Sturgis, Michigan

Amber Mosley
Psychology, Women’s and 
Gender Studies, Sustainability
Peru, Indiana

Aryana L. Nacker*
American Sign Language
Warren, Michigan

Aparajita Naik
Biology
Rasoda, India

Michael J. Namisnak
Exercise Science
Elkhart, Indiana

Helena A. Neufeld
English, Women’s and Gender 
Studies, Political Studies
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Martha W Nganga
Nursing
Mishawaka, Indiana

Annette M. Nisly
Business Administration
Goshen, Indiana

Michael Joseph Nivens
Psychology, American Sign 
Language
Goshen, Indiana

Lynnia C. Noel
Exercise Science
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Mojolaoluwa O. Ojutalayo
Nursing
South Bend, Indiana

Bernard Ochanda Onyango**
Organizational Leadership
Mishawaka, Indiana

Nathan C. Orr
Business
Hartford, Connecticut

Karina Ortega-Rivera
Elementary Education, Spanish
Elkhart, Indiana

Eric S. Oscarson*
Business, Entrepreneurship, 
Marketing
LaPorte, Indiana

Peter Paetkau**
Music / Bible and Religion, 
Spanish
Goshen, Indiana

Dona (Do Won) Park***
History / Art, English
Abbotsford, British Columbia, 
Canada

Alberto A. Patino*
Physics
Elkhart, Indiana

Dina D. Patti
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Andrew Elliot Pauls***
Peace, Justice and Conflict 
Studies, Music, Bible and 
Religion
Kinzers, Pennsylvania

Nicholas G. Peebles
Theater, Communication
Chicago, Illinois

Jacob Friesen Penner***
Environmental Science
Newton, Kansas

Jena S. Phelps
Nursing
Schoolcraft, Michigan
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Kevin Phillips Jr.
Communication, Broadcasting
South Holland, Illinois

Danielle Elizabeth Plank**
Interdisciplinary: Biology, 
Education, Chemistry
LaPorte, Indiana

Margaret M. Plank
Mathematics
Syracuse, Indiana

Sally Ann Ponce***
Organizational Leadership
Goshen, Indiana

Oscar Preciado
Physics
Elkhart, Indiana

Lea Ruth Egan Ramer*
Social Work, Theater, Spanish
Fort Collins, Colorado

Richard P. Raposa
Art
Goshen, Indiana

Jessica  N. Rassi
Organizational Leadership
Syracuse, Indiana

Siddath A. Ratnatunga
Biology, Business
Weerasekara Mawatha,  
Sri Lanka

Sergio Rebolledo
Exercise Science
Chicago, Illinois

Tammy Reed
Nursing
Sturgis, Michigan

Rinzova Renthlei
Environmental Science
Aizawl, Mizoram, India

Brittney L. Rifenberg
Nursing
Jones, Michigan

Breanne N. Rigby
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

Stacy L. Robinia
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Lisa M. Rodriguez
Accounting, Sport Management, 
Business
Gas City, Indiana

Melissa Rolon
Social Work
Goshen, Indiana

Veronica Krystal Romero 
Sanchez
Interdisciplinary: Nursing, 
Social Work, Psychology
Elkhart, Indiana

Courtney Kaye Ropp*
Social Work
Goshen, Indiana

Sabrina L. Rosete
Elementary Education– 
Special Education
Elkhart, Indiana

Jacob Steven Roth***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry / Chemistry
Archbold, Ohio

Noemi Patricia  
Salvador Lucero
Peace, Justice and  
Conflict Studies
Tena, Napo, Ecuador

Emilie Schaeffer
Interdisciplinary: Physics, 
Mathematics, TESOL
Selestat, Alsace, France

Rebekah Sue Schrag*
Environmental Science, 
Agroecology, Business
Goshen, Indiana

Derek Peter Schwartz
Nursing
Berne, Indiana

Sophia Marie Sears***
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Paoli, Indiana

Cory R. Shaw
Nursing
Schoolcraft, Michigan

Blake J. Shetler**
Social Work / Music
Goshen, Indiana

Morgan Lanee Short***
Environmental Science / Music
Goshen, Indiana

Rachel M. Short-Miller**
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Bellingham, Washington

Anya Slabaugh
Art
Iowa City, Iowa
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Ryan Christopher  
Edward Smith
Business
Goshen, Indiana

Daniel L. Smucker
Environmental Science
Newton, Kansas

Andrew Jonathan Snyder***
Broadcasting, Mathematics
Goshen, Indiana

Maxwell G Stauffer**
American Sign Language, 
Music
Hesston, Kansas

Leah M. Stebly
Public Relations,  
Graphic Design
Doylestown, Ohio

Joshua L. Stoltzfus
Environmental Science, 
Journalism
Goshen, Indiana

Malcolm J.D. Stovall
History, Music
Seattle, Washington

Martha Elaine Strain
Nursing
Granger, Indiana

Erica Sutherlin
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

Krista P. Sutliff
Exercise Science, Health
Agua Dulce, California

Corrine R Thompson
Organizational Leadership
Elkhart, Indiana

Natalie Jane Thorne***
Sociology, Women’s and Gender 
Studies, Peace and Justice Studies
Goshen, Indiana

Betrice Tinawati***
Elementary Education– 
Special Education
Kudus, Central Java, Indonesia

Wade M. Troyer***
Music / Spanish
South Bend, Indiana

Alexa Denise Valdez
Social Work, Spanish
Goshen, Indiana

Jennifer Van Vooren***
Organizational Leadership
Elkhart, Indiana

Amanda S. Vasquez
Nursing
Portage, Michigan

Janeth Maricela  
Vela Tavarez**
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Emily J. Vogt
TESOL (K-12 Education), 
Music, Spanish
Akron, Pennsylvania

Jordan R. Waidelich***
Communication
Stryker, Ohio

Michael G. Walker*
English (Secondary Education)
Archbold, Ohio

Lakeshia D. Ward
Social Work
Pittsburg, California

Margaret L. Weaver*
English Writing, 
Communication, Music
Lititz, Pennsylvania

Seth Andrew Wesman
Journalism, History
Apple Creek, Ohio

Catherine Wesson
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Jamie K. Whelan
Nursing
Plainwell, Michigan

Barbara A. Whitlock
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Jennifer Rocco Wilder
Nursing
Portage, Michigan

Gabriel Cierra Williams
Interdisciplinary: Social Work, 
Sociology, Psychology
Minooka, Illinois

Matthew Wimmer
Interdisciplinary: Music, 
Business, Physics
Telford, Pennsylvania
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Planning Committees
Commencement Coordinating Committee 
Kenneth Newbold (chair), Jodi Beyeler, Cynthia Good Kaufmann, Jan Kauffman, Dan Koop Liechty, 
Brian Mast, Maryn Munley, Gilberto Perez, Jr., Jose Rocha, Bob Yoder, Kathleen Yoder

Baccalaureate Committee 
Bob Yoder (chair), Melanie Drinkwater, Karina Flores, Joelle Friesen, Scott Hochstetler, Dona Park, 
Andrew Pauls

Senior Program Committee 
Maryn Munley (chair), Doug Liechty Caskey, Phil Longenecker, Brian Mast, Corie Steinke,  
Maggie Weaver, Gabby Williams

Speaker Committee 
Jim Caskey (chair), Jan Kauffman, Dan Koop Liechty, Beth Martin Birky, Ken Newbold, Kathleen Yoder

Commencement Ceremony Committee 
Brain Mast (chair), Cynthia Good Kaufmann, Scott Hochstetler, Jan Kauffman, Jose Rocha,  
Kathleen Yoder

Senior Gift Committee 
Dan Koop Liechty (chair), Luke Graber, Emma Koop Liechty, Noemi Salvador, Alexa Valdez,  
Zach Zimmerman

Riley N. Woods
Theater
North Manchester, Indiana

Ardys A. S. Woodward*
Art / Social Work, Women’s and 
Gender Studies
North Newton, Kansas

Clara Elizabeth  
Bontrager Woodworth
Art, Spanish
Goshen, Indiana

Abigail M. Workman
Nursing
Sturgis, Michigan

Michelle L. Wright
Nursing
South Bend, Indiana

Rebecca L. Yeske
Nursing
Hartford, Michigan

Nathan E. Yoder*
Accounting
Stryker, Ohio

Paula Marie Zapf
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

Vanessa Fern Zimmerman
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Zachary B. Zimmerman**
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry, Women’s and 
Gender Studies
Archbold, Ohio

Molly Alane Zook
Biology / American Sign 
Language
Doylestown, Ohio
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About Goshen College

Goshen College is an affordable, nationally-ranked Christian liberal arts college in Northern Indiana 
known for leadership in intercultural and international education, sustainability and social justice. 
The college offers bachelor’s degrees in more than 65 areas of study, as well as select master’s degrees. 
Goshen enrolls approximately 850 students from 32 states and 25 countries and is recognized for its 
innovative, life-changing study abroad program (Study-Service Term) and exceptional educational value. 
The 135-acre tree-filled campus features a world-class Music Center and a Rec-Fitness Center for 13 
intercollegiate athletic teams. The extended campus includes a 1,189-acre natural sanctuary (the Merry 
Lea Environmental Learning Center near Wolf Lake, Indiana) and a marine biology lab in the Florida 
Keys. Rooted in the historically peaceful Mennonite church and established in 1894, the college’s Christ-
centered mission produces passionate learners, compassionate peacemakers, global citizens and servant 
leaders. The college’s doors are open to all, with students from 40 different Christian denominations 
and several world religions. Experiential learning, faculty mentors and strong friendships are significant 
community strengths for students.

Board of Directors

Conrad J. Clemens, chair 
Tucson, Arizona

Philip E. Bontrager, vice chair 
Archbold, Ohio

Calenthia S. Dowdy 
Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania

Susan Fisher Miller 
Evanston, Illinois

Rose M. Gillin 
Goshen, Indiana 

Felipe Hinojosa 
College Station, Texas

Kenneth D. Hochstetler 
Goshen, Indiana

Gerry Horst 
New Holland, Pennsylvania

Madeline Maldonado 
Ft. Myers, Florida

Timothy J. Oyer 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Faith H. Penner 
Harper, Kansas

John Powell 
Ypsilanti, Michigan

Bruce Stahly 
Goshen, Indiana

Aaron Zou 
Bristol, Indiana

Carlos Romero, ex officio 
Goshen, Indiana
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