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Welcome to the 118th commencement ceremony of Goshen College. We are delighted that you have 
joined us this weekend to celebrate the lives and accomplishments of our 2016 graduating class. 
Commencement signals both endings and beginnings in the lives of our graduates. We trust you will 
find opportunity to share cherished experiences, to greet friends and faculty, and to hear dreams of 
exciting possibilities yet to come. 

On behalf of the Goshen College faculty and staff, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to all 
students, parents and families for a journey well traveled. We are profoundly conscious of the hard work 
and strong dedication to college education that brought you to this important moment in your life and 
the life of the college. The door of welcome will always be open to each of you as we look forward to an 
ongoing relationship with past and future Goshen alumni and friends. 

May God bless each one of you with grace and courage for the life that lies ahead. May all your dreams 
and service begin, continue and end in God’s best intentions for you. May you always experience the 
abiding joy and deep meaning of a life sustained by the Christ-centered core values that uphold and 
guide Goshen College: passionate learning, global citizenship, compassionate peacemaking and servant 
leadership. 

Above all, may you be divine instruments of peace – serving the world through your work and witness.

President James E. Brenneman

Welcome!
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Schedule of Commencement Events
Saturday, April 23, 2016
 10 a.m. - noon Commencement Rehearsal 
  Graduates meet in Union Building Hallway

 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Senior Art Exhibit  
 and  7 - 10 p.m. Music Center, Hershberger Art Gallery

 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Bookstore open 

The following activities are planned for all who identify with a department through a major, minor or other  
special program. Graduates and their families are invited to join and meet faculty and fellow students.

 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Music  
  Music Center Lobby

 1:30 - 4 p.m. Senior Nurse’s Pinning Ceremony & Reception 
  Church-Chapel

 2 - 3 p.m. American Sign Language, Spanish 
  College Cabin

 2 - 3 p.m. Broadcasting, Communication, Journalism, Public Relations, Theater 
  Yost Room, Umble Center

 2 - 3 p.m. English, TESOL, English Writing 
  Newcomer Center, Room 14

 2 - 3:30 p.m. Art  
  Music Center, Hershberger Art Gallery

 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. Bible and Religion, Philosophy, PJCS 
  Wyse Hall, Room 319

 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. History, Political Science, Pre-Law 
  Wyse Hall, Room 318

 3 - 4 p.m. Sociology, Social Work 
  Administration Building, Room 26

 3 - 4 p.m. Teacher Education 
  Church-Chapel, Gathering Rooms

 3 - 5 p.m. All international and multicultural students, M.A. in Intercultural Leadership 
  CIIE Lounge

 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Accounting, Business, Entrepreneurship, Global Economics, Informatics, Information  
  Technology, Marketing, MBA, Organizational Leadership  
  Newcomer Center Lounge

 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Chemistry, Mathematics, Computer Science, Physics, Psychology  
  Science Hall, Room 107



#gcgrad16  |  3

Goshen’s Class of 2016: A Celebration
Saturday, April 23, 2016, 7:30 p.m.  |  Music Center, Sauder Concert Hall

Senior Program 
You are warmly invited to celebrate with the Class of 2016, as they display a few of their many talents - 
including songs, dance, poetry and more. All ages are welcome. Admission is free.  

President’s Reception 
Join James E. Brenneman and Terri J. Plank Brenneman in the lobby immediately following the Senior 
Program to honor graduates and their families. Refreshments will be served.

Senior Art Exhibit 
Visit the Hershberger Art Gallery, located off the lobby in the Music Center, where work by senior art 
majors is on display.

 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Biology, Environmental Science, Sustainability  
  Science Hall Foyer

 7:30 p.m. Senior Program (see below) 
  Music Center, Sauder Hall

 8:45 - 10:30 p.m. President’s Reception 
  Music Center Lobby & Courtyard

Sunday, April 24, 2016
 11 a.m. Baccalaureate Service  
  Church-Chapel

 11:30 - 1 p.m. Commencement Brunch for graduates, family and friends  
  Westlawn Dining Hall (ticket purchase required) 
  Adults: $10, children 6-12: $5, under 6: free, student meal plans still in effect

 2:40 p.m. Graduates line up 
  Union

 3 p.m. Commencement 
  Roman Gingerich Recreation-Fitness Center

 5 - 7 p.m. R.N. to B.S.N. Reception 
  Church-Chapel Fellowship Hall North

 5 - 7 p.m. M.S. in Nursing Reception 
  Church-Chapel Fellowship Hall South

 5 - 7 p.m. M.A. in Environmental Education Reception 
  Church-Chapel, Gathering Rooms
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Baccalaureate
Sunday, April 24, 2016, 11 a.m.  |  Church-Chapel

Cultured for Service: Engaging and Uniting the World

Instrumental Prelude 
 “Just as I am”  
 Mikhail Fernandes (euphonium), Leah Amstuz (oboe), Blake Shetler (organ)

Hymn* 
 “Here in this place”  
 Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 6 
 Miranda Earnhart (song leader), Paul Zehr (piano)

Call to Worship 
 Anneliese Baer and Ammon Allen-Doucot (worship leaders)

Hymn 
 “Will you let me be your servant”  
 Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 307

Scripture Reading 
 Jeremiah 22:3 
  Maria Bischoff and Tae Hwang

Senior Reflections 
 Karuu Njogu, Avery Martin, Juliana Alves da Silva

Hymn 
 “I bind my heart this tide”  
 Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 411

Scripture Reading 
 Philippians 1:9-11 
 Melia Watkins and Jon Kaasa

Sermon 
 “Cultured for loving service”  
 President James E. Brenneman
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* Please stand as you are able

American Sign Language interpreters, Wendy Nice, M.I.S., CI; Sandy Slabaugh, B.A., NIC
Thank you to Mary Ann Roth for the floral arrangement.

* Send me

The harvest is much, the need is great
And few workers are going out to the fields
Today many are lost, living without direction
They wander like sheep without a shepherd
I’m here, send me
I’ll go to those that wander without you
I’m here, send me
I’ll go to those that wander without you
Send me
I will go

Special Music 
 “Envíame a mí (Send me)” (translation provided below)  
 Julio Rivera

Prayer of Blessing 
 Dave and Janice Yordy Sutter, parents of Brian Sutter, Class of 2016

Sending Song* 
 “Bwana Awabariki”  
 Hymnal: A Worship Book, No. 422

Benediction*   
 Brian Sutter and Linda VandenBosch
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118th Annual Commencement 
Sunday, April 24, 2016, 3 p.m.  |  Roman Gingerich Recreation-Fitness Center

Pre-Commencement Music and Processional* 
 Goshen College All-Campus Band, directed by Jose Rocha, associate professor of music

Welcome 
 James E. Brenneman, president

Invocation 
 Rose Gillin, Goshen College Board of Directors

Hymn** 
 “Joyful, joyful, we adore thee” (see page 8), Debra Detwiler Brubaker, professor of music

Musical Selection 
 “I believe” words and music by Carrie Newcomer

Commencement Address 
 “Three things” 
 Carrie Newcomer, musician, recording artist, author, 1980 Goshen College alumna

Recognition of Retirees 
 Retirees presented by Kenneth F. Newbold, provost 
 Jim Histand, vice president for finance 
 Becky Horst, registrar 
 Linda Kaminskis, athletic trainer 
 Vicky Kirkton, associate professor of nursing, director of the RN to BSN program at Glen Oaks 
 Lois Martin, director of Academic Resource and Writing Center  
 Vickie Miller, human resources assistant director

Hymn 
 “Teach me thy truth” (see page 9)

Conferring of Degrees 
 James E. Brenneman and Ross Peterson-Veatch, interim VP for academic affairs and academic dean 
 Assisted by Becky Horst, registrar; David Ostergren, director, Graduate Program in Environmental  
 Education; Kenneth F. Newbold, provost, representing Graduate Program in Intercultural Leadership;  
 Michelle Horning, Goshen College director, Collaborative MBA Program; and Ruth Stoltzfus, director,  
 Graduate Program in Nursing

James E. Brenneman, president 
Kenneth F. Newbold, provost 
Brenda Srof, faculty chair and processional marshal
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Carrie Newcomer ’80 (carrienewcomer.com) is an Indiana-based singer, 
songwriter and author. With 15 solo albums, Newcomer has attracted 
a devoted following with her warm voice, exquisite melodies, and an 
irreverent yet spiritual view of the world. She has been described as a 
“prairie mystic” by the Boston Globe, and Rolling Stone described her as 
“rapturously tuneful, Newcomer’s material asks all the right questions and 
refuses to settle for easy answers.”

Born in Dowagiac, Michigan, and raised in Elkhart, Indiana, she 
discovered Quakerism during her Goshen College Study-Service Term 
in Costa Rica. Her involvement in social justice, charitable activities and 

collaborations with other authors and artists significantly influences her music, which cuts across secular 
and spiritual boundaries. Dedicated to non-violent conflict resolution through the arts, she has taken 
her music to places such as India, Kenya and the Middle East as a cultural ambassador.

Newcomer lives in Southern Indiana with her husband, Robert, and their two dogs. 

Carrie Newcomer ’80, Commencement Speaker

American Sign Language interpreters, Wendy Nice, M.I.S., CI; Sandy Slabaugh, B.A., NIC

*Please remain seated so that all can see the procession and recession. **Please stand as you are able. 
Please wait to be dismissed until the graduates and faculty have recessed. Please turn off cell phones during the commencement 
ceremony. A live video will be available for viewing in the Recreation-Fitness Center lobby.

Goshen College Alma Mater** 
(see page 10) Verses sung by seniors Martin Flowers, Ben Ganger, Christina Hofer, Grace Weaver;  
all are invited to sing the refrain

Benediction** 
Nemuel Campos, father of Lynsea Campos, Class of 2016

Recessional* 
Goshen College All-Campus Band
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Goshen College, Ever Singing
Almost 80 years ago, inspired by the college motto of “Culture for Service,” a former GC home 
economics professor Edith M. Witmer wrote the text for “Teach Me Thy Truth.” Walter E. Yoder, who 
taught music from 1933-64, composed the music, which Witmer hoped would always be sung with 
a “buoyant, lilting quality.” Witmer later reported that the service of so many alumni was part of the 
grace granted her to accept the physical limitations that prevented fulfillment of her own dream of 
international service.

Goshen College’s beloved Alma Mater was written in 1911, based on a poem by Menno Ezra Miller of 
Kalona, Iowa, an alumnus of GC’s high school level academy in 1908-09. The head of the School of 
Music at the time, John D. Brunk, set it to music. As Becky Horst writes in Goshen College: A Pictorial 
History, 1894-1994, “It is probably the only college song anywhere to be written with a 5/4 time 
signature, although the chorus returns to a more familiar 4/4 pattern.”
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Goshen College All-Campus Band

Flute:
Kristin Waltner
Monica Miller

Clarinet:
Mary Gilbert
Kenan Bitikofer

French Horn:
Brennen Burkholder
Marcay Dickens

Trumpet:
Lydia Good
Steve Shantz

Trombone:
Glenn Gilbert
Dave Cunningham

Tuba:
Joe Wheeler

Percussion: 
Danny Aramouni
Austin Reith

Jose Rocha, director
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The Academic Procession

The history of academic dress reaches back into the earliest days of the oldest universities. The 
costumes and colors, trimmings and patterns you will see are all traditional and interpret both the 
degree and field of learning. The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has an oblong 
sleeve. The doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves decorated with chevrons of velvet.

The hoods, differing in length for the three degrees, are lined with the official colors of the university 
or college conferring the degree. Hoods are edged and bound with velvet of the color appropriate for 
the degree.

The colors you will see in the hoods and gowns of Goshen College faculty represent the various fields 
in which the degrees were taken: 

apricot – nursing

brown – fine arts

citron – social work

crimson – journalism

dark blue – philosophy

yellow – science

green – medicine

lemon yellow – library science

blue – education

pink – music

purple – law

sage green – physical education

salmon pink – public health

scarlet – theology

brown – business

white – arts and humanities

orange – engineering

Graduates are wearing caps and gowns made from natural wood sources exclusively from renewable 
management forests. They will break down in the soil in a year or less.
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The Lamp and the Book
Goshen College is a place of light and of enlightenment. 
The college seal incorporates the official motto, a lamp 
and a book. In 1904, “Culture for Service” was made 
the motto of Goshen College after the term was used by 
the college’s first president, Noah E. Byers, in his 1903 
inaugural address. The book symbolizes the importance 
of the written word, especially holy Scripture. The 
lighted lamp represents the light of learning that, in a 
world of darkness, pushes back the darkness. 

The actual lamp and book used to be passed from the 
graduating senior class to the junior class in a ceremony. 
Now, graduates sign the book after receiving their 
degrees in a tradition that links generations of alumni in 
the spirit of “Culture for Service” and extends the light 
of learning to future students. 

Graduation Pledge
Many graduates are wearing a green ribbon today signifying that they have signed a pledge that reads,  
“I pledge to explore and take into account the social and environmental consequences of any job I 
consider and will try to improve these aspects of any organizations for which I work.” This pledge 
is being taken on over 100 campuses across the country this spring and encourages graduates to be 
intentional and responsible about their employment.

Official Photographs and Live Streaming
Arrangements have been made with GradImagesTM to take pictures of each graduate. Color proofs of  
these photos are made available to graduates within 72 hours of commencement. Details have been  
given to the graduates and are available at the table in the RFC lobby. 

Video of the commencement ceremony is being live-streamed online for those unable to be in 
attendance. It can be accessed at goshen.edu/graduation.
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The Class of 2016
The following list of degree candidates includes all members of the 2016 graduating class whether 
participating in the exercises or being graduated in absentia. Some December 2016 graduates 
have chosen to participate in these exercises. Inclusion in this publication may not be construed as 
documentation of completion of degree requirements. Certification of the conferral of a degree is by 
receipt of a diploma or official transcript noting degree completion.

Degrees
Goshen College confers four graduate degrees: the Master of Arts in Environmental Education, the 
Master of Arts in Intercultural Leadership, the Master of Business Administration and the Master of 
Science in Nursing. The Master of Business Administration program is in collaboration with Bluffton 
University, Canadian Mennonite University and Eastern Mennonite University. All graduates of the 
Collaborative MBA are listed in each school’s commencement program.

Two baccalaureate degrees are conferred. Those with majors in nursing, organizational leadership, 
business administration or the accelerated social work program receive the Bachelor of Science degree. 
All others receive the Bachelor of Arts degree.

Following each name is the field of study being completed by the student. Use of the diagonal (/) 
indicates that the two fields are a double major program with two equal areas of concentration. Areas in 
which a minor will be completed are indicated by italics. Secondary Education certification is listed in 
parentheses. Interdisciplinary concentrations are listed after the colon.

Graduation Honors
Graduation honors are awarded to undergraduate students who have earned a cumulative GPA of 3.6 or 
above with no grade lower than a “C” at Goshen College. Students in the traditional baccalaureate degree 
program must have completed a minimum of 48 graded hours at Goshen College. Students in accelerated 
and degree completion programs must have completed at least 40 graded hours at Goshen College. Honors 
are reflective of grade point averages as of December 2015 and are subject to change with the addition of 
grades in later terms. The specific honor is indicated with an asterisk after the name.

 *** Summa Cum Laude: 3.90-4.00 GPA (with highest honor)
 ** Magna Cum Laude: 3.80-3.89 GPA (with great honor)
 *  Cum Laude: 3.60-3.79 GPA (with honor)
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Lee G. Renshaw
Environmental Education
Richardson, Texas

Kaitlyn C. Stoltzfus
Environmental Education
Muskegon, Michigan

Zachary Charles Gillis
Intercultural Leadership
Mishawaka, Indiana

Emily Herriott
Intercultural Leadership
Goshen, Indiana

Brian Wiebe
Intercultural Leadership
Goshen, Indiana

Master of Arts Degrees

Dominique  
Burgunder-Johnson
MBA General Management
Goshen, Indiana

Marsha Busenitz King
MBA General Management
Goshen, Indiana

Elizabeth Ann Klassen
MBA General Management
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada

Mark S. Leinbach
MBA General Management
Trail, Ohio

Bethany K. Nussbaum
MBA General Management
Orrville, Ohio

Lauren Ashleigh Satchwell
MBA General Management
Normal, Illinois

Melissa Kauffman Schrock
MBA General Management
Goshen, Indiana

Ruth-Ann Shantz
MBA General Management
London, Ontario, Canada

Timothy D. Smith
MBA General Management
Chesterfield, Virginia

Douglas LaVern Zehr
MBA General Management
Orrville, Ohio

Master of Business Administration Degrees

Master of Science Degrees

Krista Blankinship
Family Nurse Practitioner
Elkhart, Indiana

Pamela Sue Chubb
Family Nurse Practitioner
Mishawaka, Indiana

Catherine Elizabeth  
dos Santos
Family Nurse Practitioner
Goshen, Indiana

Jill C. Dunham
Family Nurse Practitioner
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Abigail M. Evans
Family Nurse Practitioner
Three Rivers, Michigan

Patricia Lynn Gasper
Family Nurse Practitioner
Elkhart, Indiana



16  |  goshen.edu/graduation 

Ammon Allen-Doucot
Bible and Religion,  
Peace & Justice Studies
Hartford, Connecticut

Juliana Alves Da Silva
Communication,  
Graphic Design
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Leah Malinda Amstutz***
Molecular Biology and  
Biochemistry, Spanish, Music
Goshen, Indiana

Katy L. Anspach
Physical Education
Winamac, Indiana

Bryan J. Aponte
History
Cayey, Puerto Rico

Christina A. Arbaugh
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Guadalupe Arellano-Nelson
Social Work
Dowagiac, Michigan

Tina M. Ashley
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Anneliese U. Baer
Bible and Religion
Villa Ridge, Missouri

Hannah Renee Barg**
Environmental Science, English
Galena, Illinois

Hannah J. Beachey
Elementary Education– 
Special Education
New Paris, Indiana

Caleb L. Beachy*
Molecular Biology and  
Biochemistry
Shaker Heights, Ohio

Jared R. Berkey*
Nursing
Topeka, Indiana

Regina L. Berkey***
Social Work, Business
Goshen, Indiana

Maria Alicia Bischoff
Broadcasting / Communication
San Diego, California

Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science Degrees

Jeanna Marie Geddes
Family Nurse Practitioner
Elkhart, Indiana

Annah E. Goote
Family Nurse Practitioner
Hudsonville, Michigan

Miranda M. Handyside
Family Nurse Practitioner
Sturgis, Michigan

Amy Marie Harrington
Family Nurse Practitioner
Montgomery, Michigan

Crystal Lynn Maggard
Family Nurse Practitioner
Howe, Indiana

Alexa L. Middleton
Family Nurse Practitioner
Sturgis, Michigan

Cipriana Ortega
Family Nurse Practitioner
Elkhart, Indiana

Heidi M. Schelstraete
Family Nurse Practitioner
New Carlisle, Indiana

Katie Marie Schramm
Family Nurse Practitioner
Goshen, Indiana

Khonnah Mendoza Weithers
Family Nurse Practitioner
Berrien Springs, Michigan

Samantha A. Wilson
Family Nurse Practitioner
Mishawaka, Indiana

Samantha Wojcik
Family Nurse Practitioner
Saint John, Indiana
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Julie L. Blimling
Nursing
Granger, Indiana

Grace Elizabeth Boehm
History /  
Environmental Science
Kansas City, Kansas

Dominique Bolden
Physical Education
Chicago, Illinois

Joseph A. Bontrager
Elementary Education– 
Special Education
Goshen, Indiana

Susan Lynn Butler
Social Work
Elkhart, Indiana

Lynsea D. Campos
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Samuel P. Carlson
Peace Justice & Conflict 
Studies, Women’s and  
Gender Studies
Elkhart, Indiana

Tyra Lashawn Carver
Broadcasting,  
Physical Education
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Emma Loise Caskey***
Elementary Education, Spanish
Goshen, Indiana

Marcos Castillo**
Nursing
Nappanee, Indiana

Brian Allen Charles*
Sociology, Environmental 
Studies
State College, Pennsylvania

Yi-Ta Chen**
Physics / Mathematics, Music
Taipei, Taiwan,  
Province of China

Morgan Ashley Chilton
Nursing
Ossian, Indiana

Trevor Steven James 
Commissaris
Physical Education
Traverse City, Michigan

Ashley Davenport*
Broadcasting
LaPaz, Indiana

Jessica A. Davila
Molecular Biology and  
Biochemistry / Psychology
Goshen, Indiana

Angela J. Dedering
Elementary Education– 
Special Education
Neenah, Wisconsin

Elizabeth R. Derstine***
Communication /  
English Writing
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Prashansa Godwina  
Miraclynn Dickson**
Psychology,  
Peace & Justice Studies
New Delhi, Delhi, India

Abigail J. Dunn**
Elementary Education, 
Sociology
Auburn, Maine

Miranda Kay Earnhart**
Music (K-12 Education)
Milford, Indiana

Trevor J. Emery
Exercise Science, Health
South Bend, Indiana

Kayla Renee Everline
Nursing
Quincy, Michigan

Isaias Faustino Gutierrez
Elementary Education,  
Physical Education
Goshen, Indiana

Mikhail Fernandes
Interdisciplinary: Music, 
Sustainability, Communication
Panjim, Goa, India

Aimee Flaming
Social Work
Goessel, Kansas

Abby K. Flickner
Environmental Science,  
Mathematics
McPherson, Kansas
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Karina Flores*
Nursing, Spanish
Ligonier, Indiana

Martin D. Flowers***
Music / Theater
Nappanee, Indiana

Frances E. Fonseca
Communication, Spanish
Miami, Florida

Elizabeth Franks-North***
English (Secondary Education)
Greensboro, North Carolina

Benjamin C. Friesen
Nursing
Bristol, Indiana

Benjamin S. Ganger
Music, Theater
Goshen, Indiana

Victor M. Garcia
Communication,  
Graphic Design
Goshen, Indiana

Rosemary W.M. Gathungu
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Alejandro Genis Garcia
Biology
Elkhart, Indiana

Ethan D. Gingerich
Accounting
Kalona, Iowa

Olivia Meehee Ginn
Psychology /  
American Sign Language
Lebanon, Ohio

Solongo Gonchigsuren
Accounting
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Cristian L. Good
Music
Goshen, Indiana

Kelly Michele Goodzey
Nursing
South Bend, Indiana

Natalie R. Graber**
Elementary Education, Spanish
Stryker, Ohio

Armarlie Nina Reichelle 
Grier*
English Writing, Philosophy, 
International Studies, TESOL
Rockford, Illinois

Evan Asa Grimes
Physics
Goshen, Indiana

Lucas B. Harnish**
Mathematics
Bluffton, Ohio

Andrew H. Harris
Environmental Science
Lititz, Pennsylvania

Adriene Leigh Hendricks
American Sign Language
Anderson, Indiana

Ashley M. Higgins*
Social Work
Elkhart, Indiana

Alexandria S. Hochstetler
Interdisciplinary: Nursing,  
Biology, English
Goshen, Indiana

Benjamin R. Hochstetler
Molecular Biology and  
Biochemistry
Goshen, Indiana

Marissa L. Hochstetler***
Communication,  
Graphic Design
Strang, Nebraska

Christina Hofer**
Theater, International Studies,  
Public Relations, Writing
Dolton, South Dakota

Ashley Marie Holdread
Elementary Education, English
Elkhart, Indiana

Kara Hostetter***
Molecular Biology and  
Biochemistry,  
International Studies
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Natalie Jean Hubby
History, Art
Goshen, Indiana

Tae Gyung Hwang***
Molecular Biology and  
Biochemistry
Suwon, Gyeonggi-do, Korea
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Tina W Jarba
Interdisciplinary: Psychology, 
Biology, Nursing
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Jon Kåsa
Physics / Mathematics
Porsgrunn, Telemark, Norway

Darlene Kay Kennedy***
Organizational Leadership
LaGrange, Indiana

Danielle M. Kerschhackl*
Broadcasting /  
American Sign Language
Elmwood Park, Illinois

Kelly Anne King
Nursing
White Pigeon, Michigan

Lydia June King*
American Sign Language, Art
Timberville, Virginia

Emmanuel King’au
Biology
Nanyuki, Rift Valley, Kenya

Russell Lee Klassen
Accounting
Goshen, Indiana

Rachel Elizabeth Kohn
Organizational Leadership
Elkhart, Indiana

Anya Rachelle Kreider***
Social Work,  
Peace & Justice Studies
Akron, Pennsylvania

Aaron Joseph Krizmanich***
Organizational Leadership
Goshen, Indiana

Theodore Kuchar
History, Pre-Law
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Katie L. Lamberson
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Samantha Caitlin Langley
Psychology
Tipton, Indiana

Lartess Larry
Social Work
Elkhart, Indiana

Pannha C. Leang
Business Administration
Goshen, Indiana

Jenna Michelle Lee
Environmental Science
Stanford, Illinois

Timothy A. Lehman***
Molecular Biology and  
Biochemistry
Berne, Indiana

Lynelle Morgan Leinbach***
History (Secondary Education)
Souderton, Pennsylvania

Andrea L. Born
Exercise Science
Goshen, Indiana

Michael W. Linn
Environmental Science
Goshen, Indiana

Roberto G. López Fernández
Spanish
Tampa, Florida

Michele Rene Maas
Nursing
White Pigeon, Michigan

Cecilia Mumbi Maina
Nursing
South Bend, Indiana

Calvin Mangunda
Business, Marketing
Harare, Zimbabwe

Avery Rose Martin
Peace Justice &  
Conflict Studies
Decatur, Illinois

Mitchell Junia Martin***
Business
Milford, Nebraska

Jose D. Mendoza*
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Danielle Miller
Nursing
Three Rivers, Michigan

Jeptha H. Miller*
Biology
Millersburg, Ohio
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Stacey J. Miller
Social Work
Dowagiac, Michigan

Jessica Leigh Morrin
American Sign Language
Toledo, Ohio

Andrea C. Moya Urueña*
Social Work
Ibague, Tolima, Colombia

Kourtney C. Mueller
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Wildwood, Missouri

Anna Katherine Nafziger*
TESOL (K-12 Education)
Goshen, Indiana

Dean W. Nafziger
Business, Entrepreneurship
Hopedale, Illinois

Diana Navarro Esqueda
History, Pre-Law
Berwyn, Illinois

Perminus Karuu Njogu**
Organizational Leadership
Goshen, Indiana

Susan W. Njoroge
Nursing
Mishawaka, Indiana

Armando Nunez Jr.
American Sign Language
East Chicago, Indiana

Jared Nussbaum***
Accounting, Business
Mishawaka, Indiana

Morgan Owens
Biology, Health
Alsip, Illinois

Michael J. Oyer
Elementary Education, History
Hesston, Kansas

Vasanth Kumar Palanisamy
Accounting, Business,  
Global Economics
Ramanathapuram, India

Bryan Michael Palmer
American Sign Language,  
Business
Elmwood Park, Illinois

David A. Pauls
Art, Sustainability
Dallas, Oregon

Luis Pérez Lerchundi
Journalism
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain

Sonya E. Peters
Biology
Saugerties, New York

Anthony Lee Peterson
Social Work
Akron, Indiana

Zachary R. Pierce
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Balazs B. Pirot
Information Technology / 
Accounting,  
Communication, Business
Herceghalom, Pest, Hungary

Matthew W. Pletcher
Computer Science
Niles, Michigan

Kelly Marie Poff
Nursing
New Paris, Indiana

Sarah Emily Poisson Osiro
Social Work
South Bend, Indiana

Jacob Arpai Putnam
Sociology, Spanish, Women’s  
and Gender Studies
Chicago, Illinois

Jesus Rosalio Quintanilla
Physical Education
Lafayette, Indiana

Peter Meyer Reimer***
Biology / Interdisciplinary: 
Peace, Justice & Conflict 
Studies, Environmental 
Science, Philosophy, History
Goshen, Indiana

Rachel R. Renner
Nursing
Niles, Michigan

Rebecca A Riddle
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana
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Jessica Rinehart
Nursing
Howe, Indiana

Kayla M. Riportella***
English (Secondary Education), 
Writing
Des Plaines, Illinois

Julio C. Rivera
Organizational Leadership
Goshen, Indiana

Ron W. Sandhyapagu
Biology
Freeport, Illinois

Bradley James Sandlin
History (Secondary Education)
Valley Center, Kansas

Hannah A. Sauder**
Communication, Graphic 
Design, International Studies
Lititz, Pennsylvania

Ellen A. Schlabach
Art (K-12 Education)
Goshen, Indiana

Irene Tracy Schmid**
Nursing
East Glacier Park, Montana

Elya Yvonne Schmidt
Nursing
Knox, Indiana

Adrienne Schmucker
Theater, History
Wauseon, Ohio

Peter R. Schrock***
Mathematics, Global Economics
Goshen, Indiana

Janice Lynn Davis Scoles
Organizational Leadership
Syracuse, Indiana

Jessica N Shaffer
Nursing
Edwardsburg, Michigan

Benjamin Shelly***
History / Interdisciplinary: 
Sustainability, Social Policy, 
Philosophy
Goshen, Indiana

Dalton Shetler
Broadcasting
Spencerville, Indiana

John M. Shomberg
Environmental Science
Lansdale, Pennsylvania

Nicole Evelyn Skudlarek
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Kelsey R. Smith*
Nursing
Lima, Ohio

Rachel Ann Smith
Nursing
Coldwater, Michigan

Sam Smucker*
Music (K-12 Education), 
English
Newton, Kansas

Denis Robert Snyder
Business Administration
Syracuse, Indiana

Jessica S. Snyder
Nursing
North Liberty, Indiana

Cindy A. Soto
Nursing
Goshen, Indiana

Leah K. Srof
Social Work 
Goshen, Ind.

Halle Elizabeth Freeman 
Steingass*
Social Work, Music
Pandora, Ohio

Christian Michael Stevens
Physical Education
South Bend, Indiana

Brian J. Sutter**
Physics / Informatics
South Bend, Indiana

Jacob R. Swartley***
Physics / Chemistry
Harleysville, Pennsylvania

Elizabeth Grace Tecca**
Business, Marketing
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Jomani Thomas
Physical Education
Goshen, Indiana
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Maria Joy Thomas***
Sociology, International Studies
Goshen, Indiana

Dechen Tshering Tuladhar*
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Kathmandu, Nepal

Lana M. Van Auken
Nursing
Pleasant Lake, Indiana

Linda S. VandenBosch***
Organizational Leadership
Goshen, Indiana

Amanda Nicole Vanderzee
Interdisciplinary: English 
Writing, Women’s Studies,  
International Studies
Schaumburg, Illinois

Katrina J Vargas
Nursing
Elkhart, Indiana

Christian A. Vendrely
Physical Education
Flossmoor, Illinois

Katelyn M. Vendrely**
Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry
Flossmoor, Illinois

Viren Wadhwa
Accounting, Business
Singapore, Singapore

Melia Janae Watkins
Marketing
Cincinnati, Ohio

Grace L. Weaver***
English, Art
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Rebecca Lynn Weaver**
Nursing, Spanish
Bath, New York

Kylee Cheyanne Welch
Exercise Science, Health
Union City, Ohio

Malaina Janaye Weldy***
Business, Global Economics,  
Pre-Law
Goshen, Indiana

Kiernan Josiah Yoder Wright*
Social Work, History
Orrville, Ohio

Carley R. Wyse**
Communication,  
Public Relations
Archbold, Ohio

Bryan L. Yoder*
Physics / Mathematics
Manheim, Pennsylvania

Tessa D. Yoder*
Environmental Science,  
Women’s and Gender Studies
Jasper, Indiana

David Andrew Zehr*
History / Interdisciplinary:  
Bible and Religion, Peace 
Justice & Conflict Studies,  
Environmental Science
Elkhart, Indiana

Paul Anneler Zehr***
Music / Theater
Carthage, New York
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Planning Committees

Commencement Coordinating Committee 
Kenneth Newbold (chair), Jodi Beyeler, Becky Horst, Cynthia Kaufmann, Phil Mason,  
Gilberto Perez, Jr., Ross Peterson-Veatch, Jose Rocha, Kathleen Yoder

Baccalaureate Committee 
Bob Yoder (chair), Anneliese Baer, Mikhail Fernandes, Scott Hochstetler, Jose Rocha,  
Brian Sutter, Linda VandenBosch, Kathleen Yoder

Senior Program Committee 
Brian Mast (chair), Tyra Carver, Doug Caskey, Prashansa Dickson, Maryn Munley,  
Corie Steinke, Liz Tecca

Speaker Committee 
Jim Caskey (chair), Becky Horst, Dan Koop Liechty, Ken Newbold, Kathleen Yoder
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About Goshen College

Goshen College is an affordable, nationally-ranked Christian liberal arts college in Northern Indiana 
known for leadership in intercultural and international education, sustainability and social justice. 
The college offers bachelor’s degrees in more than 65 areas of study, as well as select master’s degrees. 
Goshen enrolls approximately 850 students from 32 states and 25 countries and is recognized for its 
innovative, life-changing study abroad program (Study-Service Term) and exceptional educational value. 
The 135-acre tree-filled campus features a world-class Music Center and a Rec-Fitness Center for 13 
intercollegiate athletic teams. The extended campus includes a 1,189-acre natural sanctuary (the Merry 
Lea Environmental Learning Center near Wolf Lake, Ind.) and a marine biology lab in the Florida Keys. 
Rooted in the historically peaceful Mennonite church and established in 1894, the college’s Christ-
centered mission produces passionate learners, compassionate peacemakers, global citizens and servant 
leaders. The college’s doors are open to all, with students from 40 different Christian denominations 
and several world religions. Experiential learning, faculty mentors and strong friendships are significant 
community strengths for students.

Board of Directors

Conrad J. Clemens, Chair 
Tucson, Arizona

Philip E. Bontrager, Vice Chair 
Archbold, Ohio

Calenthia S. Dowdy 
Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania

Susan Fisher Miller 
Evanston, Illinois

Rose M. Gillin 
Goshen, Indiana 

Felipe Hinojosa 
College Station, Texas

Kenneth D. Hochstetler 
Goshen, Indiana

Madeline Maldonado 
Ft. Myers, Florida

Timothy J. Oyer 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Faith H. Penner 
Harper, Kansas

John Powell 
Ypsilanti, Michigan

Bruce Stahly 
Goshen, Indiana

Carlos Romero, Ex Officio 
Goshen, Indiana
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