HIST 304: RENAISSANCE & REFORMATION

John D. Roth, Professor

Fall, 2011 / Wyse 319 / 11:00-12:15
“These studies are the food of youth, and consolation of age; they adorn prosperity, and are the comfort and refuge of adversity; they are pleasant at home and are no encumbrance abroad; they accompany us at night, in our travels, and in our rural retreats.”










– Cicero

I. INTRODUCTION

The beginning of the modern age, many historians have argued, can be traced to the two centuries between 1350-1550, commonly known as the “Renaissance and Reformation.”  During this relatively short epoch a cluster of ideas took root—among them the dignity of the individual, the idea of progress in history, standards of artistic beauty, and freedom of conscience—which have all become essential features of our own culture.  

This course, emphasizing primary source reading and discussion, will offer a window into this bygone era; in so doing it is my hope that all of us will gain a deeper understanding of ourselves, our culture and our faith.

II. PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVE

1. To reflect together on several of the most basic questions of human culture, viewing them both in their specific historical expression as well as in their enduring timelessness.

2. To experience the pleasure of conversing with authors long since departed; and, along the way, to develop the art of reading critically, articulating ideas in a group setting, and expressing arguments clearly in writing.

3. To develop a deeper sense of Christian humility as we ponder the moral ambiguities and dilemmas of a past age in light of our own culture, our religious tradition and our understanding of Christian faith.

4. To capture a sense of the intellectual excitement inherent in a liberal arts education.
III. REQUIREMENTS

1. Regular class attendance and active participation in the discussions. Class lectures are like episodes in a continuing story.  When you miss one you lose some of the threads. If you cannot attend class, I assume you will inform me with a phone call or note.

2. Map exercise. A basic understanding of geography is essential to your success in the course.  Each test will have a geography component.

3. Read the texts as assigned.  We will have a short assignment (quiz/paper) and a discussion for most of the units we cover. 

4. Primary Source assignment.  Each student will choose a primary source and complete a writing and oral assignment related to that source. 
5. There will be a mid-term and a final exam.
IV. GRADING on the various assignments will be as follows:

Map Exercise


  
  30 pts.

Disc. Assignments (10)


400
Quizzes (10)



150

Primary Source Essay


100

Mid-term



100

Final Exam



100


TOTAL


880 pts.

Please Note:

Assignments turned in late will be penalized 10%.  I will accept no work that is more than two days late unless arrangements have been made before the original due date. Punctuality, regular class attendance and active participation in the discussions are assumed prerequisites for an “A”.  

Papers you submit in this course may be checked for plagiarized material copied from the web, other student papers, and selected on-line databases.  Cases of plagiarism are reported to the Associate Dean.  Penalties for plagiarism are listed in the college catalog and range from redoing the assignment to dismissal from the college.

V. BOOKS TO PURCHASE


* Rice, Eugene F.  The Foundations of Early Modern Europe, 2nd ed.


* Janz, Denis R., ed.  A Reformation Reader, 2nd ed.


* Ross, James Bruce, ed.,  Portable Renaissance Reader

VI. Academic Support
Goshen College wants to help all students be as academically successful as possible.  If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact your professor or Lois Martin, the director of the Academic Resource and Writing Center, early in the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  In order to receive accommodations, documentation concerning your disability must be on file with the Academic Resource and Writing Center, GL113, x7576, lmartin@goshen.edu.  All information will be held in the strictest confidence.  The Academic Resource and Writing Center offers tutoring and writing assistance for all students.  For further information please see www.goshen.edu/studentlife/asc.php.

VII. HAVE A QUESTION? NEED HELP?

Occasionally questions or frustrations arise which cannot easily be dealt with in the classroom setting.  If something is troubling you or you need clarification on a specific point, please don’t hesitate to e-mail or call me (johndr@goshen.edu / ext. 7433). 

“Since nature allows us to enter into fellowships with every age, why should we not turn from this paltry and fleeting span of time and surrender ourselves with all our soul to the past, which is boundless, which is eternal, which we share with our betters?”










– Seneca


VII. SCHEDULE (Tentative)

 #1  
30
T
Themes for the course / Medieval Society in the 15th Century:  Religious
 Context
Sept  
  1
R
Medieval Society in the 15th Century:  Social, Political and Economic Context
  #2
  6
T
Discussion #1: Setting a Context – Origins of the Renaissance


  8
R
Dante, Petrarch and the Origins of Renaissance Humanism


  #3
 13
T
Discussion #2: The Humanist Mentality: Education and the Individual 

 15
R
The Political Landscape: Italian City-States and the Rise of Civic Humanism






  #4
 20
T
Discussion #3: Civic Humanism: The “State as a Work of Art”  

 22
R
The Quest to Quantify / Renaissance Art and Aesthetics
  #5
 27
T
Discussion #4:  Humanist Understandings of Art and Beauty

 29
R
Renaissance Reconnaissance/ Voyages of Overseas Exploration
Oct
  4
T
Discussion #5: “Did Women Have a Renaissance?”
  #6
  6
R
Northern Renaissance
  #7
11
T
Summary and Review [primary source assignment proposal due]



13
R
Mid-Term Exam 

 #8
18
T
MID-TERM BREAK





20
R
Context of the Reformation: Historiography / Social, Political, Religion 
  #9
25
T
Discussion #6: Luther’s Theology and the Emergence of Protestantism 

27
R
Movie:  “Luther: Rebel, Genius, Liberator” 
#10 Nov  1
T
Discussion #7: Luther / Erasmus and the Freedom of the Will

  3
R
Peasants’ War, Zwingli and the Anabaptists 
#11
  8
T
Discussion #8: The Peasants’ War and the Radical Reformation 

10
R
Calvin and the Reformed Tradition
#12
15
T
Discussion #9: John Calvin and the Reformed Tradition

17
R
 [TBA] 
#13
22
T
Discussion #10: The English Reformation/ Catholic [Counter-] Reformation

24
R
THANKSGIVING BREAK
#14  
29
T
Renaissance, Reformation and Modernity … and the Ironies of History
Dec
  1
R
Discussion #11: Summary Reflections on the Ren and Ref.
#15  
  6
T
READING DAY
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Fall, 2011
Daily Assignments
It is my hope that we can conduct this class somewhat in the style of a European seminar: that is, a small class with a mixture of lectures, primary source readings and a great deal of discussion and debate. You should know that your questions and comments are welcome at any time during the lecture ... but I will also assign readings for virtually every class period, and one class period per week (usually Tuesday) will include time for more formal discussion.

1. For the daily readings assignments (usually due on Thursdays) we will begin class with a short objective quiz (15 pts) taken at the beginning of the discussion:  this will cover specific details in the readings; you may use your reading notes when you take the quiz (but not the text). [Note: you must be present in class for the whole period in order to get credit for the quiz.]

2. For the discussion periods, I will give you an assignment sheet containing a list of readings, often some key words or phrases which you should know, and several study questions.  You need to read the materials carefully, taking reading notes as you go.  The assignment for the discussion sessions will consist of 2 parts:

a. an essay: (35 pts). Unless other instructions are given, your essay will be a 2 page response to one of my study questions or one of your own (make it clear what question you are addressing).  The papers should be typed, double-spaced, and should integrate at least 2 or 3 of the readings. 

b. at least 2 original study questions (5 pts):  as you read, keep asking yourself about the main themes that emerge; your study questions should invite conversation/debate about these themes (if you were the prof, what would be a good essay question that would invite students to engage the material in a creative way?).

The goal of these assignment is three-fold: to give some focus and direction to your reading; to push you to summarize your ideas in writing; to come to the discussion session prepared to contribute your thoughts and to learn from others.

__________________

PRIMARY SOURCE ESSAY (100 points)

Topic/Articles identified by Oct. 11
Essay/Presentations due Nov. 17
Interpreting primary sources are the foundation of the historian’s craft.  Each of you should select a primary source (or cluster of sources) and read it carefully [I will give you some suggestions, but the possibilities here are quite broad].  Then read at least 2 secondary sources (an article, book chapter or selection from a book) related to your particular source.  Finally, write an essay based on your readings that conforms to the following organizational structure:

I. Introduction (.5 p.)

II. Briefly describe the historical context of the source (1-2 p.)

III.  Summarize the essence of its argument (1-2 p.)

IV. Describe at least 2 perspectives on the source from contemporary scholarship (2 p.)

V. Conclude with an argument about how this source fits within the broader themes of the Ren/Ref. (1-2 p.)

HIST 304: RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION

Map Exercise Sheet — Europe (ca. 1550)

Using the atlases in the reference room of the college library or in the Mennonite Historical Library (3rd floor — GCLibrary), identify the following places clearly and precisely on your map.  Maps labeled “Europe at the time of the Reformation” or “Europe during the reign of Charles V” are appropriate, as are any others from the 16th century. The completed map is due on Tuesday, Sept. 6  Material from the map will be included on each test.

1. Locate with a dot and label these cities:

London, Paris, Rome, Florence, Genoa, Venice, Antwerp, Bremen, Lübeck, Constantinople (Istanbul), Madrid, Frankfurt, Vienna, Naples, Lyons, Milan, Avignon, Amsterdam, Geneva, Basel, Zürich, Wittenberg, Worms, Strasbourg, Bergen (Norway)

2. Label the following rivers:

Rhine, Danube, Oder, Vistula, Weser Elbe, Volga, Seine, Loire, Po

3. Label these water bodies:

Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Adriatic Sea, Baltic Sea, North Sea, Bay of Biscay, English Channel

4. Outline and label the following territories:

Ottoman Empire, Denmark, Holy Roman Empire, Papal States, Kingdom of Naples, Florence, Milan, Venice, Aragon, Castile, Portugal, France, Netherlands, England, Swiss Confederation

