HIST 315: War and Peace in 20th Century Europe
Fall, 2010

T / R 9:30-10:45 (Wyse 319)
Prof. John D. Roth (johndr@goshen.edu; x7433; Wyse 301)

“Every war carries within it the war which will answer it …. Pacifism is not simply a matter of calm looking on; it is work; hard work.”







- Käthe Kollwitz (1944)

“Force is the ultimate arbiter and any diplomatic policy that does not rely on carrots and sticks will not really get you very far.  Without a club in the closet, without a credible threat of force, policy becomes bluff, bluster.”







- Herbert Okun (UN Special Adviser)

“For every thousand pages published on the causes of wars there is less than one page directly on the causes of peace. And yet the causes of war and peace, logically, should dovetail into one another.”






- Geoffrey Blainey (The Causes of War, 1973)
I. DESCRIPTION

An exploration of major European political, cultural, intellectual and economic developments since the 1890s. Major themes include: modernism; World War I; the onset of totalitarianism and totalitarian regimes in Europe and the Soviet Union; World War II; war as an agent of social change; the Cold War; the dissolution of Soviet-style communism in Eastern Europe; and peace-making efforts throughout the century.  

II. GOALS
1. To gain better knowledge of the people, ideologies and events that led to war and peace in Europe during the course of the 20th century.
2. To understand the moral/ethical restraints on violence in times of peace, the complex factors that lead to war, and the challenge of restoring order to post-war society. 
3. To develop basic competencies of the historical discipline, including:  effective note-taking; interpreting primary sources within a broader context; framing thesis-driven arguments; writing in a clear and persuasive fashion; and articulating ideas orally in a classroom setting. 

4. To explore larger questions of motivation (why do individuals and groups choose particular courses of action?); agency (to what degree are people in control of the events of history? can the outcomes of history be predicted?); and consequences (how do past events continue to live on into the future?)
5. To foster a deeper understanding of, and commitment to, Goshen College’s core values of becoming:  global citizens, passionate learners, compassionate peacemakers and servant leaders.

III. REQUIRED TEXTS 

Chris Hedges, War is a Force That Gives Us Meaning (2002)
Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring (1989)
Alison Owings, Frauen: German Women Recall the Third Reich (1993)
Michael Ignatieff, The Warrior’s Honor: Ethnic War and the Modern Conscience (1997).

Martha Minow, Between Vengeance and Forgiveness: Facing History after Genocide and Mass Violence (1998)

IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Regular class attendance and active participation in the discussions. Class lectures are like episodes in a continuing story.  When you miss one you inevitably lose some of the threads of the larger story. If you cannot attend class, I assume you will inform me with a phone call or note.

2. Map Exercise:  On an outline map of Europe you will need label a list of reference points and know them for each of the exams (Due September 21, 2010).

3. Discussion papers:  very brief papers (typed; 1 page) in which you critically analyze (not just describe!) two or three points that you found particularly striking in the readings, along with 2 or 3 questions that emerged in the course of the readings.  No late papers accepted.

4.  Essays:  4-6 page papers responding to the required texts (fuller explanations detailed below and posted on Moodle).  On the due date of each essay we will begin with a short objective quiz over the texts; you may use your reading notes for the quiz.  The essays must be posted on Moodle via “Turnitin” before class and also submitted in hard copy.
5. Project/Oral Report:  each of you will select a topic of special interest, compile a folder of research materials (an annotated bibliography, reading notes, outline), and present an 8-10 minute oral report to the class during the second half of the semester. Topics must be selected by Oct. 5; shortly thereafter, I will assign you a date for presentation (roughly coordinated with the syllabus).

6. There will be a mid-term and a final exam.

V. GRADING on the various assignments will be as follows:


Map Exercise 




  25 pts.






Discussion Prep (5 of 6 @ 10 pts)

  50


Essays on texts  (5 @ 80 pts)


400

Project/Oral Report



100


Midterm




100


Final Exam




100




TOTAL


775
Please Note:

Assignments turned in late will be penalized 10% (and must be turned in within a week of the original due date unless prior arrangements were made before the original due date).  Generally, quizzes and discussion papers cannot be made up.  Punctuality, regular class attendance and active participation in the discussions are assumed prerequisites for an “A”.  

Papers you submit in this course will be checked for plagiarized material copied from the web, other student papers, and selected on-line databases.  Cases of plagiarism are reported to the Associate Dean.  Penalties for plagiarism are listed in the college catalog and range from redoing the assignment to dismissal from the college.

Goshen College wants to help all students be as academically successful as possible.  If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor or the Director of the Academic Resource and Writing Center, Lois Martin, early in the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  In order to receive accommodations, documentation concerning your disability must be on file with the Academic Support Center, Good Library, x7576, lmartin@goshen.edu. All information will be held in the strictest confidence.  The Academic Resource and Writing Center offers tutoring and writing assistance for all students.  For further information please see www.goshen.edu/studentlife/asc.php.  On Wednesday afternoons (4:00-6:00) a tutor assigned by the History Dept. will be available in the Academic 
“These studies are the food of youth, and consolation of age; they adorn prosperity, and are the comfort and refuge of adversity; they are pleasant at home and are no encumbrance abroad; they accompany us at night, in our travels, and in our rural retreats.”











– Cicero
Schedule (Subject to Change)
Aug 
31 – Intro / Overview / War in European History
#1
  2 – How Nations Make Peace  
Sept
  7 – WWI: Political/Cultural Context 
#2
  9 – WWI: Causes of the War 
#3
14 – WWI: The War Unfolds

16 – WWI: Political / Cultural / Psychological Impact 
#4
21 – The Fragility of Peace 1918-1938: Europe Between the Wars 

23 – Russian Revolution: From Lenin to Stalin

28 – Hitler’s Rise to Power / Mussolini in Italy
#5
30 – WWII: Debate over Causes
Oct
  5 – WWII: The War Unfolds
#6
  7 – WWII: On the Ethics of Bombing Civilians / Nonviolent Resistance
#7 
12 – The Holocaust … and Its Deniers


14 – Midterm Exam
#8 
19 – MIDTERM BREAK 

21 – Moral and Political Foundations of Peace: Nuremberg Trials … Potsdam/Yalta 
#9
26 – Economic Foundations of Peace:  Marshall Plan and Berlin Crisis

28 – Cold War: Rise of Stalinist Marxism; Showdown in Berlin
Nov
  2 – NATO/Warsaw Pact – Aborted Revolutions of 1956 and 1968
#10
  4 – Cold War Turns Frigid:  Nuclear Arms and the Peace Movement
#11
  9 – End of the Cold War?  Perestroika, Glasnost and the Demise of the USSR

 11 – End of the Cold War? The (Largely Peaceful!) Revolutions of 1989
#12
16 – Reintegration of East and West: Common Market / European Union / Parliament

18 – The Empire Strikes Back:  The Collapse of Yugoslavia
#13
23 – Seeking Justice:  International Courts?

25 – THANKSGIVING BREAK 
#14
30 – America & Europe in War and Peace

  2 – Prospects for the Future: Europe in 2010 (EC / European Parliament / Right Wing)
Final Exam: “What Have we Learned?” – Friday, December 10 (10:30)
