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Titles and Abstracts
Andrew Esch

History

"African American Religion and the U.S. Civil Rights Movement

African-American religion was central to the organization, mission, and execution of the mass-based U.S. Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.  The influence of the Black church pervaded the struggle for racial equality in aspects of organization, leadership, roles of women, and music. It provided a powerful common ideology for civil rights workers which had profound implications for the dynamics of resistance to segregation for African Americans as well as whites. This paper asserts that the Black church derived a number of its unique aspects, as well as a portion of its basic philosophy, from its African heritage. These cultural crossovers cause the Civil Rights Movement in the United States to bear thoughtful comparison to religious/political movements inspired by traditional African Religion and African Christianity in both the Western Hemisphere and on the African continent.

Laurelyn Foderaro

 PJCS

"Review of War is a Force that Gives us Meaning"

Chris Hedges, author of War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning, worked as a foreign

correspondent for the New York Times for some fifteen years, covering wars and conflicts in El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Columbia, the West Bank, Gaza, Sudan, Yemen, Algeria, 

Punjab, Romania, Iraq, Turkey, Bosnia, and Kosovo. He argues in his book that war is 

perpetuated by the mythic sense that surrounds it, by its addictiveness, and can only be 

conquered by love. In this paper I compare and contrast Hedges’ argument to similar scholarship 

in the field and argue that although Hedges' thesis is largely supported by those in the field, it 

does challenge aspects of other author's work as well. 

Jocie Fong

PJCS

“Settling Moral Accounts”

Across all contexts, responses to injury are heavily influenced by a general principle of moral balance. Disruptions of the default equilibrium between parties create a felt debt that demands repayment.  As William Ian Miller shows Eye for an Eye, this concern for evenness is demonstrated in talionic societies by obligatory revenge or imposed compensation following an offense.  This paper asserts that offenders can also restore the moral balance through active representations of repentance.  Forgiveness is understood as a form of debt deferment that encourages and enables the restorative potential of repentance.  In order for the exchange of forgiveness and repentance to bring about a relationship of lasting justice, a necessary procedural condition is clear and direct communication among the stakeholders

Nate Gautsche

Business

“Preserving Historical Housing: A Business Opportunity “

NCG Properties, LLC is a company that was started to take advantage of the housing opportunities in the Goshen area. This presentation will focus on the initial business plan of the company as well as the challenges of the company in the first few months of opporation.  NCG Properties is a company that focuses on the renovation and resortation of historical housing in Goshen.  Focus will be on entrepreneurship and the value of providing quality low income housing while improving transitional neighborhoods in the Goshen community.

Garrett Gingerich

Business

“Crafting and Executing a Sustainable Strategy for a Recently Developed Small Business:

 3epho Design”

In response to the growing demand for internet and web applications in today's world, 3epho Design has started as a sole proprietorship company that offers high-end, affordable web design and development services to a specific target market, small business. The goal in starting any business is to create and execute a sustainable strategy and business model that will provide for a successful business venture. With this in mind, it is 3epho Design's mission to help increase awareness of and respect for the internet among small businesses by providing effective, high-quality web design at an affordable price. This mission is in direct correlation with our values and beliefs as a business. Hard work, excellence, respect, and customer satisfaction will drive this company.

Chrissy Marie Gosteli

Social Work

 “Bulimia nervosa: Challenges in Treating College Women.”

Helping professionals are beginning to recognize that the college envirionment may be directly and indirectly facilitating and fostering the occurance of bulimia in college age women. Social workers are specifically challenged by this issue because they address problems at the micro, mezzo and macro levels.  Yet while there are no answers to specific problems assisting college women with bulimia, awareness of what difficulties other helping professionals have had can educate college counselors and social workers about specific the areas of difficulty. Being awawe of these difficulties can lead to dialogue and conversation with administration about ways in which the college or university can assist in develop preventative measures.

Cassie Greer

Music

“Singing with a Feminine Voice: The Music of Hildegard von Bingen 

as Embodied Counterpart to the Plainchant of the Early Medieval Period”

Amid a male-dominated, patriarchal religious and musical system, Hildegard, abbess of a Benedictine community of nuns at Rupertsberg, began receiving visions, composing music and writing theological treatises from a distinctly feminine perspective. In the anti-woman, anti-body atmosphere of the twelfth century, Hildegard used her music, text and melody together, to subvert existing ideals of a male-centric Church, making use of feeling, senses and female eroticism as a way of contemplating and communing with divine nature. Hildegard overall retained the traditional Apollonian idea of music (that is to say she ultimately believed music was at its purest form when used to uplift the human soul to commune with God) while at the same time being unafraid to make use of the bodily, erotic aspect of humanity in her texts and melodic compositions. This embodied quality is what sets Hildegard and her compositions apart from other Medieval sacred music, making her a unique and innovative character in the history of Western music
Charity Grimes, Cristina Rodriguez, and Ramadhan Onyango

Environmental Studies

“Water Quality Testing of Goshen Dam and Toilet Water”

Waterborne illnesses are often caused by human induced water contamination and cause millions of deaths worldwide every year.  One major water contaminant, cause of illness, and indicator of the presence of other harmful bacteria is E. coli.  These bacteria and other pathogens can be identified by Polymerase Chain Reactions (PCR).  This study was conducted to test for the presence of E. coli in the Goshen dam as well as toilet water, and compare the findings.  Bacterial DNA from these water sources was isolated and E. coli specific fragments were amplified using PCR. Results indicated that E. coli presence is strong in the Goshen dam, and is not present in toilet water.

Fjaere Harder

Music

“Gender Construction in Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea”
Through a comprehensive study of Monteverdi’s final opera, L'incoronazione Di 

Poppea, I will explore the construction of gender roles in 17th century society and the 

relative portrayal of the gender framework in opera.  I will begin with a historical analysis 

of the society-determined roles of period male and females, giving special attention to 

men and women’s respective abilities in rhetoric.  Using specific music examples from 

within the opera, I will show how Monteverdi’s construction of genders within Poppea  is 

not as revolutionary as feminist scholars such as Susan McClary might suggest.  I will 

focus only on the techniques Monteverdi uses to set the story to music, disregarding 

any gender construction that emerges purely through the text, written by librettist, Francesco

Busenello.    

Kirsten S. Hartwig

Nursing

"Success and Challenge in the Struggle against HIV/AIDS."

The impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic has led to disastrous results internationally.  In a valiant effort to defeat the virus, the countries of Uganda, Thailand, and Brazil have astonished the world by showing decreases in their HIV infection rates during the past two decades.  Each country has used a unique strategy ranging from condom use to changes in gender roles, from grassroots organizations to government and political involvement.  Although these strategies may not be as successful in other countries due to cultural and governmental differences, there are still valuable lessons that can be learned from them. 

Justin Heinz

Bible and Religion

"Protestantism in Guatemala: A Personal Liberation Theology"

Despite the vigor of Catholic Latin American liberation theology, Protestantism in Latin America has grown rapidly within the past twenty years. I will examine some reasons for this shift in Guatemala, where about 40% of the population is Protestant. Some factors behind this shift lay in the Catholic Church itself, in its inability to develop an adequate number of clergy and its withdrawal of support for liberation movements during the papacy of John Paul II. However, this shift is due more to positive features of Latin American Protestantism rather than negative features of Catholicism. These features include an emphasis on personal morality, an attention to domestic issues, a strong sense of community, a compatibility with small-scale entrepreneurship, a resonance with native spirituality and the ability to provide hope to its members. Protestantism generally has a positive effect on individual Latin Americans, with the exception of some neo-Pentecostal movements, which tend to espouse unhealthy theology and lead to the breakdown of community. The rise of Latin American Protestantism should teach us that true liberation must include both personal and social elements.

Isaac Hooley

Social Work

 "Practice Issues for Social Workers Working with Clients in End of Life Settings"

People facing and embracing imminent death are a unique population. Lengthening life expectancies and a widening range of curative treatment options increasingly blur the dividing line between the possibility of recovery from illness and a terminal prognosis.  In the United States, a cultural value of determination to recover from illness isolates those who are terminal ill, and complicates their ability to die well.  Social workers who work with dying patients must understand the ambiguous context within which the client operates, enable client self-determination by advocating for the sharing of adequate and appropriate information with the client, and properly assessing desire to die language as normative or in need of pharmacological or psychological intervention.  

Ben Jacobs

English

"Signified Confusion: The Infinitely Receding Meaning in Karasik and 

Mazzuchelli's City of Glass"”

This essay seeks to evaluate Karasik and Mazzuchelli's visual adaptation of Paul Auster's City of Glass, through an examination of the layered structure of its ending images.  As an interpretive model, the essay draws upon Roland Barthes's semiotic theory from "The Rhetoric of the Image."  The success of the adaptation hinges on the graphic novel's final image, in which many objects that have appeared earlier are presented again.  This seems to challenge the finale of City of Glass by offering a conclusive interpretation that is absent in Auster's novel.  But under closer inspection, the ending image draws the reader back into an infinitely receding attempt at signification and makes a conclusive interpretation of the graphic novel even more impossible than its inspiration.

Micah Jost

PJCS

 “Christianity, Capitalism, and Civilization: Indian Boarding Schools in North America.”

In order contextualize what happened in the Indian schools, this paper will first examine the motivations and ideas, both acknowledged and concealed, which led to the creation and perpetuation of the institutions.  Using examples from both the United States and Canada, this theoretical background will be followed by an examination of what actually took place in the schools, and in the lives of the students before and after their education.  The analysis will end with a discussion of the arguments in support of the schools and reasons why such defenses are insufficient in light of what many authors justifiably call "cultural genocide.

Shihokok Kanemoto

Nursing

“Risks and Interventions to combat against Human Trafficking”

Human trafficking is a contemporary form of slavery.  Human trafficking is one of the fastest growing worldwide concerns and approximately 800,000-900,000 persons are trafficked across international borders annually.  Through abuse of authority or deception, the victims of human trafficking are forced to work or to serve as nannies, domestic servants, soldiers, agricultural workers, and prostitutes.  In October 2000, the U.S. government established a law in the effort to combat human trafficking and called for international attention of human trafficking.  Although the victims of human trafficking in the United Stages are granted medical care and protection, negative psychological and physical impacts are enormous.  Because the majority of human trafficking victims are women involved with sexual exploitation, they are under a high risk of being infected with HIV and AIDS.  Awareness of human trafficking must increase because it is also an issue in places as small as Elkhart County.  Several proposed interventions to combat human trafficking include stabilizing the economy, closely monitoring the sex industry, and promoting condom use.  Health care providers are strongly encouraged to receive education on human trafficking and should be aware of the indicators, signs and cues for victims of trafficking.

Shafkat Khan

Environmental Studies

“Yellowstone’s Management: Considering the Past, Present and Future”

Yellowstone National Park, the first national park in the US, is a place of interest to scientists, natural area managers and the public.  Due to its status in the public minds and as one of the better preserved national parks, Yellowstone has been studied intensively by different academic quarters.  This has resulted in an enormous body of knowledge on Yellowstone’s ecosystems as well as giving rise to heated debates on different management issues that are related to Yellowstone and other nature preserves.  This paper looks into the natural area management issues in the greater Yellowstone eco-region and the controversies surrounding it.  These issues include wildland fire management, wolf reintroduction-elk culling conundrum and Native American ecological practices.  These issues are discussed as they relate to the economy of the region and the basic tenets of National Parks Organic Act.  Overall, the whole discussion is shaped to highlight the three different philosophical mindsets concerning wilderness management.

Bethany Loberg

PJCS

“David Stoll’s Rigoberta Menchú and the Story of All Poor Guatemalans: A Complex Controversy”

Samuel Moyer

Psychology

"Exercise: Does it reduce Depression?"

Research has shown that depression will affect approximately one-fifth of Americans in their lifetime (Hays, 1999) and that exercise can be one method of treatment (Pollock, 2001).  Little research has explored whether individuals who exercise experience less depression than those who do not exercise.  Two hundred and twenty-nine college-aged students were surveyed regarding depression and exercise.  The data suggests that individuals who, exercise with greater intensity, exercise for fitness and friendship, believe they are physically fit, and enjoy the exercise experience less depression.  In addition, females exercise because of weight reasons more than males, while males exercise because of sports and friendship more than females.  Generalization of results is limited due to sample demographics and limitations of self report data.  Further research is needed to determine whether less of the previous factors predispose individuals to depression or if factors reduce depression.      

Irene Ngun and Sarah Thiessen
Biology

“Genetic Characterization of Suppressors of Potassium Transport Deficiency in Saccharomyces cerevisiae using DNA Microarray Technology”

DNA microarray technology and analysis software were successfully utilized to analyze differences in gene expression of strain S288C *S. cerevisiae *cells before and after the diauxic shift.  Thirty-five genes were considered, the induction or repression of which were found to support previously published findings.  DNA microarray technology was thus found to be promising in terms  of determining a mutated gene responsible for a novel altered transporter

protein suppressing potassium transport deficiency in *S. cerevisiae.*

Matthew Plummer

Bible and Religion

 "Interpreting Habakkuk through an American Indian Hermeneutic"

In this paper I propose to interpret the book of Habakkuk though an American Indian hermeneutic.  Such a hermeneutic entails re-interpreting the traditional notion of creative-kenosis in terms of a spatial cognitive structure and values such as community and the integrity and interrelatedness of Creation. This further implies a de-centering of humanity as the pinnacle of Creation and recognition that God is concerned with the wellbeing of all creation, not just humanity.  Bringing these concepts to the text, I suggest that the book of Habakkuk reveals that God is indeed concerned with the well being of Creation and in re-establishing proper relationships between Godself, humanity, and the universe.  I believe that this conclusion invites us to re-think our current social, economic, and political structures in view of this respect for Creation.

Jenna Preheim

 PJCS

 "The Violence of Atonement"

This paper deals with atonement theology and how it perpetuates interpersonal violence by presenting three primary ways in which people experience the violence of atonement theology in a personal  way: self-sacrifice, obedience, and suffering or “shouldering the cross”.  The paper ends with a short appeal for a new perspective of the cross.

Brian Schlabach & I. David Martinez

Communications

“Youth and the Future of the News Media: The Importance of News and Civic Engagement Among Teenagers in Goshen, Indiana”

Trends show that the news consumption among young people in the United States has been on a steady decline in recent years. David Mindich, the author of Tuned Out: Why Americans Under 40 Don’t Follow the News, has traveled the country talking to young people about their interest and knowledge in the news. He was disturbed by some of his findings, but not too surprised. While 70 percent of older Americans read a newspaper every day, fewer than 20 percent of younger Americans do so. He also found that while it seems that young people are watching television and using the internet more than ever, they largely use it for entertainment or personal communication rather than for news and information. This project continues that type of research, but within a much more localized setting. Nearly 200 high school students in Goshen, Indiana, took part in a survey about their news consumption, interest in the news and civic engagement. Several students were then interviewed further for elaboration on both their personal tendencies toward the news and their opinions and speculations as to why teenagers tend to behave the way they do in relation to the news. These interviews were also filmed and put together into a short documentary-style film. 

Since Goshen has a large immigrant population, special attention was paid to the ethnic background of the students involved. Immigration information was factored in when looking at the data from the surveys and attempts were made to find a correlation between immigration and news consumption or civic engagement. Other distinctions, such as gender, class level, and political affiliation, were also examined in relation to news consumption and civic involvement. In general, it was found that civic engagement, such as regular volunteer work and contacting people in the government or writing letters to a newspaper, was proportional to how “tuned in” young people were. Immigration history, gender, political affiliation and class level all play a small role in teenagers’ news consumption. Juniors and seniors seemed more “tuned in” than sophomores and first-years, while those that identified themselves with a political party also tended to be more tuned in. 

Philip Schmidt

Bible and Religion

 "Being Salty: Matthew 5:13 and Luke 14:34-35"

This paper focuses on the passage in Matthew 5:13 where Jesus tells his disciples that they are

the salt of the earth, but if salt looses its saltiness, what good is it?  This paper points out that

Jesus could be challenging his disciples to act like fertilizer in the world, which was a function of

salt in the ancient times.  Using some qualities of salt as a fertilizer, the disciples are to scatter

across the world to spread the word, they are to stimulate growth in others, and they are called to

be different than the rest of the world.  Jesus is telling the disciples purpose after he is gone.

Their purpose is to stimulate growth in others.

Claire Swora

English

"David Edgar's 'Pentecost': Colonized Through Time"
David Edgar’s play "Pentecost" takes place in a church in an unnamed Balkan country. An art curator has uncovered a fresco there in the style of the early Italian Renaissance painter Giotto, but evidence suggests that the Balkan fresco predates Giotto by a century. A legal battle

ensues over the ownership of the church and the fate of the fresco. A diverse group of immigrants seek sanctuary in the church and take several people hostage, with tragic results.

Looking at "Pentecost" through the lens of post-colonial theory offers many levels of interpretation. Colonialism and displacement play prominent roles for many of the characters. However, the diversity of the characters challenges some of the tenets of post-colonialism. It

becomes clear that the boundaries between colonizer and colonized are easily blurred. Modernity as a form of colonialism is also explored.
Sarah Thiessen and Kat Stutzman

Psychology

“God Concepts: Denominational Comparisons Amongst College Students”

God concept research has produced contradictory results with regards to denominational variation, with differences in God concepts across Christian denominations being both refuted and upheld.  Differences in God concepts have been noted between Evangelicals, Methodists, and Catholics; however, research utilizing a wider range of denominations is needed.  God concepts, focusing on loving and controlling concepts of God, were investigated in affiliates of historic Christian peace churches and non-peace Christian churches.  The participants consisted of 84 women and 43 men from four small- to mid-sized Midwestern colleges or universities; the participants self-identified as Christian and consisted of 42 peace-church affiliates from 2 denominations and 85 non-peace church affiliates from 20 denominations.  The results indicated no difference on the Loving God scale between peace church and non-peace church affiliates but indicated a significant difference on the Controlling God scale.  A limited representation of denominations within the peace church and non-peace church groups and possible non-representative samples of each denomination limit the results.  Such limitations inform future research though; in addition to expanding the number of denominations and subjects within each denomination, future research regarding variance among specific descriptors within the Controlling God scale is warranted.  

Sara K. Thorgersen

Music

"Stories Without Words: Autobiographical Content in Johannes Brahms' First Symphony"
The Romantic period in musical history is often seen as a time of great ideological division. Music at this time was the primary vehicle for emotional expression; composers had begun to back away from the classical ideals of balance, order, and universality. These shifts

provided new ideas about music's function; individuality, emotiveness, poeticism through tone. One can trace two different paths in this mindset. First, the progressive school of thought evidenced in the music of Richard Wagner; his operatic works with their recurring leitmotifs, the birth of the Gesamtkunstwerk. Also significant, the creation of Franz Liszt's tone poem, or, even earlier, Hector Berlioz'sprogrammatic Symphonie fantastique. On the other side of the so-called

"War of the Romantics" are the traditionalists; Robert Schumann, Felix Mendelssohn, and, most notably, Johannes Brahms.


Brahms is often seen as the figurehead of conservative Romanticism. When Franz Liszt formed the Neu-Weimar Verein (later known as the New German School), a society for the advancement of new music, Brahms and violinist Joseph Joachim issued a manifesto of protest, dissociating them from the institution. In the words of the manifesto, "they [the undersigners of the manifesto] can only lament and condemn the productions of the leaders and pupils of the so-called New German  School, which...necessitate the constant setting up of new and outlandish theories contrary to the very nature of music". However, the manifesto was leaked to the public while still incomplete; even after it had collected numerous impressive proponents, including composers Niels Gade, Theodor Kirchner, and Clara Schumann, its broad, arrogant statements briefly made Brahms and Joachim the laughing stocks of the musical community.


When considering philosophical statements such as the manifesto, it is easy to label Brahms as arch-conservative, forgetting that his work displays an astonishing dichotomy of Classical formalism and Romantic passion and yearning.  This essay will demonstrate that the music of the formally conservative Brahms is often influenced by autobiographical themes; themes such as his relationship with composer and pianist Clara Schumann, and how that relationship manifested itself in one of his most significant works, his First Symphony.

Eduardo Vargas

Bible

“The Light Within: The Gospel of Judas”

“Where would Christianity be, if there had been no Judas, and Jesus-instead of dying for our sins on the cross--had died of old age?” In the spring of 2006, Terri Garcia, the spokesman for the National Geographic Society Mission Programs addressed an audience filled with excitement and high expectations over a much anticipated discovery. The press conference was the final step in a five year process to systematically test, translate and analyze the infamous Gospel of Judas. The Gospel of Judas stands out from other writings in that it shines a new light in one of history’s most well known villains: the apostle Judas. Only by examining more carefully the context and the beliefs of those who are believed to have written it can we begin to appreciate the Gospel of Judas as an important theological and literary work of art contemporary to some of the greatest Christian writings of the millenium, yet different in its own style and teachings.
Jonny West

Bible

“Peter and Mangus: The Homeric Heroes”
This paper examines the representation of two main characters -- Simon Mangus and Simon Peter – in the Apocrypha book the Acts of Peter.  The author of this early hagiography appears to have based his narrative, not on actual events, but rather on the heroic narratives in Homer's Iliad.

Emily Rose Yoder

Education,

 “Literacy II Case Study: 1st Grade Student “

This case study follows a 1st grade student at Chamberlain Elementary School as we worked together on his reading, word identification, and writing skills for the duration of one semester.  The study includes physiological, psychological, and cultural descriptions of the student, as well as initial assessments, identified strengths and weaknesses, goals, the framework and materials used for our time together, and final assessments.  Also included in the case study are a comparison of his assessment results from initial to final assessment and further instructional recommendations for the student.   

Amanda Zehr

Elementary Education

“Systematic Study of Teaching and Learning: Counting and Grouping in First Grade”
This study examined how students learn the mathematical concepts of grouping and counting.  I conducted the research using action research methods during my student teaching semester in a first grade classroom. I had three learning goals and collected data using a pre- and post-test on the entire classroom and then focused more specifically on five target children throughout the unit.  I came to some understandings about assessment tools as well as student learning.

