
Goshen College Policies & Guidelines for political events on campus 
 
 
 (Internal document) 
Our policy and understandings: 
 
Goshen College is a 501(c)(3) public charity/tax-exempt organization. Federal law 
strictly prohibits such institutions from engaging in any political activity in support of or 
opposition to any candidate for public office. The Internal Revenue Service will consider 
all of the facts and circumstances surrounding an activity to determine whether an 
activity violates that prohibition. 
Organizations such as Goshen College may not endorse or oppose candidates for public 
office, make campaign contributions, make expenditures on behalf of candidates, ask 
candidates to sign pledges on any issue, or publish or communicate anything that 
explicitly or implicitly favors or opposes a candidate. 
Tax-exempt organizations may engage in certain educational campaign and political 
activities and may rent — at fair market value — facilities to other organizations, 
legislators and candidates, with certain restrictions. 
As a private institution, Goshen College will determine the appropriateness of the 
proposed use of any of its facilities or equipment for any activity to ensure it is consistent 
with the college’s mission and its core values and the laws governing 501(c)(3) 
organizations. 
 
 (Internal document) 
Requests for use of facilities: 
 
At Goshen College, campaign/election/political engagement can be part of the 
educational process. Under limited circumstances, the college may allow certain 
educational campaign and political activities and may rent — at fair market value — 
facilities to outside organizations, legislators and candidates, with certain restrictions. 
As a private institution, Goshen College will determine the appropriateness of the 
proposed use of any of its facilities or equipment for any political or advocacy activity to 
ensure it is consistent with the college’s mission and its core values as well as the laws 
governing 501(c)(3) organizations. The college will maintain an objective position 
institutionally regarding candidates, campaigns and political advocacy groups. 
Any off-campus inquiry for a campaign or other political/advocacy “gathering” will be 
directed to the Office of Conferences and Events. Taking this formal step eliminates a 
level of informality and perceived “preference” that the college risks if groups are 
allowed to simply come and go and solicit interest from — or make facility use requests 
through — campus community members. This is especially true if the gatherings involve 
student, faculty or staff in planning or support. 
When our facilities and equipment are rented for campaign events, we require that a 
disclaimer about Goshen College's position on political activity be read at the start of any 
gatherings. The notice also will be posted prominently at the event. 
Questions about this facility-use policy should be directed to the Goshen College Office 
of Conferences and Events at events@goshen.edu or (574) 535-7881 



Notification to be read at candidate events on campus: 
 
• Goshen College is a 501(c)(3) public charity/tax-exempt organization. Federal law 
strictly prohibits such institutions from engaging in any political activity in support of or 
opposition to any candidate for public office. 
• Goshen College does not endorse, support or oppose candidates. And faculty members 
and staff cannot make endorsements in their official capacities. 
•  This facility was rented to the organizers of this event. Other candidates may rent 
Goshen College facilities provided they are consistent with the college’s mission and its 
core values and the laws governing 501(c)(3) organizations. Questions about this policy 
should be directed to the Goshen College Office of Conferences and Events. 
 
 
 
 (External document) 
Guidelines for use of Goshen College facilities and accompanying equipment for 
candidate and political activities on campus (proposed): 
 
• Goshen College is a 501(c)(3) public charity/tax-exempt organization. Federal law 
strictly prohibits such institutions from engaging in any political activity in support of or 
opposition to any candidate for public office. 
 
• Goshen College does not endorse, support or oppose candidates. And faculty members 
and staff cannot make endorsements in their official capacities. 
 
• The college allows educational campaign and political activities and will rent — at fair 
market value — facilities and necessary equipment to legally qualified candidates, 
legislators and political advocacy groups provided such activities are consistent with the 
college’s mission and its core values and the laws governing 501(c)(3) organizations. 
 
• Any off-campus inquiry for a campaign or other political/advocacy “gathering” will be 
directed to and coordinated by the Goshen College Office of Conferences and Events. 
 
• Events that include candidates for elected political office must adhere to Goshen 
College’s Guidelines for use of Goshen College facilities and accompanying equipment 
for candidate and political activities on campus. 
 
• Legally qualified candidates are required to contact Goshen College with sufficient time 
prior to a proposed event for appropriate planning and announcement. 
 
• Campaigns must pay all costs for the use of facilities, equipment and coordination. 
 
• Visits by candidates for public office or other activities in support of a candidacy shall 
be open to the Goshen College community. We do not rent Goshen College facilities for 
“closed” candidate events. 
 



• An “open” event is defined as one for which no fewer than one-half the available seats 
or spaces are available to the Goshen College community based on a non-biased 
distribution of tickets on a first-come, first-served basis or some other fair distribution 
system. 
 
• The Goshen College Public Relations Office will announce the details of how one-half 
of the available seats or spaces will be made available to the Goshen College community. 
 
• Visits by candidates for public office (or as part of a candidate’s effort to build support 
for a candidacy) shall be conducted as “town hall” events with open question-answer 
periods. 
 
•  No fund raising may take place on campus by candidates for public office, or their 
supporters, before, during or after campus events. 
 
• When Goshen College facilities are rented for any campaign or political advocacy 
activity, a disclaimer (attached) must be read aloud — at the start of the event — 
explaining Goshen College's position on political activity. The notice also will be posted 
at the event. 
 
• Goshen College reserves the right to cancel any appearance by a political candidate if it 
is determined that such an appearance is not to be held within the specific guidelines set 
forth in this document or is inconsistent with the above-mentioned purpose for such 
events. 
 
• Questions about this facility-use policy should be directed to the Goshen College Office 
of Conferences and Events at events@goshen.edu or (574) 535-7881 
 
 
Attachment: Notification to be read at candidate events on campus 
 
• Goshen College is a 501(c)(3) public charity/tax-exempt organization. Federal law 
strictly prohibits such institutions from engaging in any political activity in support of or 
opposition to any candidate for public office. 
• Goshen College does not endorse or support candidates. And faculty members and staff 
cannot make endorsements in their official capacities. 
• This facility was rented to the organizers of this event. Other candidates may rent 
Goshen College facilities provided they are consistent with the college’s mission and its 
core values and the laws governing 501(c)(3) organizations. Questions about this policy 
should be directed to the Goshen College Office of Conferences and Events. 
 
 
 

—Prepared by Richard R. Aguirre, April 14, 2008 


