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Arthur L. Sprunger 
(1897-1972) was a 
prominent Mennonite 
artist whose creative 
life extended for 
more than 50 years. 
Born in Berne, Ind., 
he graduated from 
Goshen College in 
1922 with a bachelor’s 
degree in the physical 
sciences, and he taught 
art in the Goshen 
Public Schools for 41 years, retiring in 1963. In 1927, Sprunger contributed to 
the development of the new Goshen College program in art, begun the previous 
year by John F. Slabaugh, by creating new courses for the program, and he taught 
those and other art courses on a part-time basis at the college for the following 
30 years. He earned a master’s degree in fine arts in 1953 at Teachers College, 
Columbia University, and he did additional work at the Chicago Art Institute, the 
John Herron Art Institute at Winona Lake, and elsewhere.

A talented and versatile artist who worked in a wide variety of media, Sprunger 
was well known in area art circles for his watercolors, prints and sculptures. His 
works, many with religious themes, are characterized by great craftsmanship. They 
were shown at art exhibitions across the nation, and they won numerous prizes 
and awards. His works can be found in public and private collections in Indiana 
and across the Midwest.

Cordelia Riesen (1897-1992), born in Berne, Ind., earned a teaching certificate 
at Indiana University in 1916, and completed a teaching diploma from Goshen 
College in 1921. She and Arthur were married in 1925. As a married woman, 
Cordelia could not then teach in the Goshen Public Schools. She resumed 
teaching early in World War II, completed her bachelor’s degree in education at 
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Our students 
are saying...
I came to Goshen College to be 
an art major, but I had barely 
pursued art before coming to 
college. In these few years, I 
have learned a lot about being 
an artist, and I see the art 
scholarship I received as an 
affirmation of the growth that 
I have achieved so far. Financial 
aid will continue to be crucial 
in allowing me to focus on my 
education rather than finances.

Andrea Detweiler, a senior 
art and music double major 
from Goshen, is the 2011-12 
recipient of the Arthur and 
Cordelia Sprunger Scholarship.
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Cordelia and Arthur Sprunger

Imagine 30 or 50 years from now… 
What if several students could afford 
Goshen College only because of a 
scholarship fund you or your family 
established? Or, what if there was an 
endowed faculty chair at GC, named 
for your most influential professor. 
Or can you envision a program vital 

to the life of Goshen College (like Study-Service Term) 
continuing strong because you helped create an endowment 
fund that fully endows the program so it doesn’t take such a 
large part of the annual budget to operate?

Most gifts to Goshen College that endow such funds are 
made through planned, often deferred gifts. This means that 
action is taken that benefits the college years later. Those 
who include the college in their charitable estate planning 
are members of the Heritage Circle. Most deferred gifts 
are made by simply naming the college as a beneficiary in 
a will or trust or as a recipient of a portion of a retirement 
plan. Life income plans, such as gift annuities and charitable 

trusts, can be used as well. We know that about 480 of you 
have included GC in such plans, and are thus members of 
Heritage Circle – thank you!

But we also believe that there are many of you who have 
made planned gifts that we aren’t even aware of. Based on 
the recent alumni survey we undertook last fall, I believe 
that as many as 1,000 or more of you have included Goshen 
College in your plans, and yet, we only know of 480 of you. 

Please use the enclosed invitation to let us know of your 
plans or to renew your commitment to GC. If you have 
not included GC in your gift planning, please consider it. 
The future of Goshen College depends on each of us doing 
something about it now!

If you would like to talk with me further about this, send 
me an e-mail at rogeran@goshen.edu or call me at 
(574) 535-7797.

– Roger A. Nafziger, Director of Gift Planning

New art scholarship honors Arthur and 
Cordelia Sprunger 
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Goshen College in 1950 and served as the sole art teacher 
for the Goshen elementary schools, beloved by her students, 
until her retirement in 1963.

Both Arthur and Cordelia were active members of the 
Eighth Street Mennonite Church in Goshen. As a young 
woman Cordelia had a beautiful singing voice and was 
much sought after as a vocal soloist. In 1934 she became 
the first president of the newly organized Woman’s Club of 
Goshen. Arthur received the Goshen Exchange Club’s Book 
of Golden Deeds Award in 1965, and he served as President 
of the Goshen Public Library Board in the late 1960s.

The Arthur L. and Cordelia R. Sprunger Art Scholarship is a 
talent-based award available to juniors and seniors majoring 
in a curriculum in the Art Department of the College. It 
was established in 2010 by the Sprunger’s daughter Rebecca 
and son-in-law John Wetzel as a memorial to her parents, to 
honor their contributions to Goshen College, the Goshen 
Schools, the Eighth Street Mennonite Church and the 
Goshen community through their teaching, works of art 
and community service.

– John and Rebecca Sprunger Wetzel
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Milo Albrecht spent his 
first eight years of school in 
the same place: a one-room 
schoolhouse in Morton, 
Ill. In high school he 
experienced a very different 
type of school, attending 
the area public school and 
excelling in industrial arts 
and mechanical drawing. 

Following high school, Albrecht had his eye on a college 
education. However, he had to put off that dream for a 
year because his parents said it was “too much to have two 
boys in college at once,” not only because of money, but 
also because of the loss of hands on the farm. But after 
a year, his brother graduated and Albrecht was able to 
experience the unique education of Goshen College.

After three semesters of college, however, Albrecht was 
called back to the farm when his brother went into Civilian 
Public Service as a conscientious objector. Albrecht stayed 
working on the farm until 1947 when, at the age of 26, 
he traveled to Poland for a year with Mennonite Central 
Committee. Working as a farm machinery instructor, 
Albrecht said he “saw lots of destruction” during that time, 
which would stay with him for the rest of his life.

When his year of service was finished, he returned to 
Morton. This time, however, it was to work on his own 
farm; he and his brother bought a farm together, where 
Albrecht raised feeder cattle and his brother had 
milking cattle.

It was around this time that Albrecht first began giving to 
Goshen College. He believed that giving was important, 
but that “not everyone could do it.” He realized that he 
was in a position where he was able to give, so he put 
money towards student scholarships, knowing from his 
own experience how important they were.

Today, Albrecht has decided that he’d like the money he is 
leaving Goshen College to go towards creating a nursing 
scholarship. While he has never studied medicine himself, 
it is a subject that has always intrigued him and he values 
the nursing care he receives now while residing in assisted 
living at Christian Apostolic Restmor in Morton, Ill. He 
is still able to get into his car and drive into town, and he 
plays an active role on his farm, handling the business end 
of things. He said it keeps him active and busy, which is 
just the way he likes to be.

– Lewis Caskey ’13

Milo Albrecht: From the farm to college and back

Front row: Carolyn Stoll, Darlene Scranage, Mim Zumbrun, Phyllis Litwiller, Jan Martin, Lorna Longenecker, Velda Rohrer, Elaine Miller. 
Back row: Orlene Mason, Marian Yoder, Kris Miller, Nancy Conrad, Yvonne Schnarr, Melba Gerber, Gwen Schmucker, Marian Troyer.

During Homecoming Weekend 
2010, the nursing Class of 1960 
gathered at the Goshen College 
Cabin to celebrate their 50th 
reunion. They had a wonderful day 
of catching up and sharing stories.

The nursing graduates of the 
Class of 1960 have enjoyed roles 
as professional nurses providing 
nursing services in a variety of 
areas, including administration, 
international voluntary service and 
education. Ten of the 30 graduates 
have taken the role of nurse educator. 

The class members decided that they 
would like to express their gratitude 
for their careers by supporting a 
future generation of GC nurses. They 
chose to offer enabling assistance 
to motivated nursing students to 
achieve their academic goals. The 
class is particularly interested in 
offering support for students who are 
disadvantaged by personal or family 
hardships. In appreciation for the 
nursing education received at Goshen 
College School of Nursing, they have 
established the Class of 1960 Nursing 
Scholarship.

Class of 1960 Nursing Scholarship

From the 1960 Maple Leaf Yearbook

Heritage Newsletter, published three times 
each year, is a service for friends of Goshen 
College on developments in planned giving 
and estate planning. Each issue also focuses 
on a small number of participants in the 
college’s special and deferred gifts program. 
Information in Heritage Newsletter should not 
be considered an interpretation of the law or 
of federal tax rules and regulations. Your own 
lawyer, bank trust officer or financial adviser 
can help you select the most advantageous way 
to give or bequeath funds or property to Goshen 
College. Litho in U.S.A. 
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