
GOSHEN CORE
FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE COURSES

FALL SEMESTER:

CORE 100   Identity, Culture & Community MWF 9 - 9:50 a.m. 3 credit hours

Students will acquire perspectives and skills to prepare them to thrive in their intercultural experience whether in the college 
community, the local community or the global community. Students will explore and analyze the construction of identity, culture 
and strategies for making ethical decisions.

NOTE: For this course to meet its goals, a random variety of students must be present in each class, so Goshen College will form 
the section enrollments. All sections meet at the same time.

CORE 102 Learning Community I R 2 - 3:15 p.m. 1 credit hour

How do people with diverse identities live together in a vibrant community? Learning Community meetings will focus on an 
introduction to college experience, including understanding the Goshen Core, student development theory and personal identity 
within the broader campus community.

NOTE: Learning communities will have the same groupings of students as the CORE100 class.

CORE 110 The Academic Voice: Speaking & Writing Various times 3 credit hours

In this course, students practice crafting and presenting speeches and essays using the tools of critical reading, analysis, active 
listening, rhetoric and research, with the purpose of developing their voices to participate in academic conversations.

NOTE: Some students will take Engl 105 in fall and this course in spring. Some students will be exempted from this course. See 
“Goshen Seminar Selection” page for details.

SPRING SEMESTER: 

CORE 104 Learning Community II R 2 - 3:15 p.m. 1 credit hour

A continuation of the first semester Learning Community experience in personal identity development, with a focus on the 
academic major and a career informed by Christian faith and service. Students will form electronic portfolios to document their 
learning throughout the college experience.

FALL or SPRING SEMESTER: 

CORE 115 Wellness for Life Various times 1 credit hour

Explores the importance of exercise and nutrition in college life and physical activity as a spiritual experience. Students will 
develop and implement a personal fitness program. Meets twice a week for ten weeks. One day of classroom work and one day of 
exercise each week. 

 
 Goshen Seminar course

See separate “Goshen Seminar Selection” page for details. Students who need Engl 105 take a Goshen Seminar in second year.
 
 Quantitative Literacy

See “Goshen Seminar Selection” page for details. To be completed by fall of sophomore year.

FALL, SPRING & MAY TERM
 
 Foundation courses in your major or exploratory classes to aid in selecting a major

 Goshen Core Perspectives courses

One course is required in each of five areas: Artistic World (AW), Religious World (RW), Natural World (NW), Social World (SW) 
and Peacemaking (PX). Goshen Seminar meets one of these requirements.  See list on back of this sheet. More Perspectives 
courses will be available in future years. Nursing students meet NW, SW, and PX requirements through courses in their major.

SPRING, MAY TERM or FALL of 2nd YEAR

CORE 120 Engaging the Bible Various times 3 credit hours

An introduction to biblical literature that provides a foundation for current expressions of Christian faith and practice. Students 
will gain skill in the use of academic resources and methods in order to read, interpret and communicate more effectively. 

Prerequisite: CORE 110 or equivalent.



FALL SEMESTER:

❏ *BIOL 110 NW Ecology & Evolution MWF 11 - 11:50 a.m. + R lab section 4 credit hours

This introductory course examines the fundamental principles related to the evolution of life on earth and the ecological relationships 
between living things. A major focus will be the design and implementation of independent research projects in order to practice the 
scientific process. The course also explores the application of ecological and evolutionary principles to enduring questions in other 
disciplines: What does it mean to be human, created in God’s image and charged with restoring ecological systems? Required for all 
biology majors. Offered every fall and taken before BIOL 120 and BIOL 130. A Natural World Perspectives course in the Goshen Core. 

❏ *BIOL 205 NW Pollinators in Peril MWF 12 - 12:50 p.m. + lab section 3 credit hours

What is causing a rapid decline in global pollinator populations? The answer is of immediate concern because many human crops are 
pollinated by bee, butterfly, bird, or bat species. Recent bee declines will be used as a model to understand the multiple forces impacting 
all pollinators. Labs will involve hands-on work with bee hives, in addition to field experiments. A Natural World Perspectives course in the 
Goshen Core.   

❏ REL 205 RW Religion in America MWF 1 - 1:50 p.m. 3 credit hours

Given competing truth claims, how do we learn to appreciate religious diversity, open ourselves to new learning and yet remain relatively 
grounded in faith? With a focus on the United States, this course examines religious life in the Americas, with attention to conflicts that 
have arisen from the first European explorers to the present day. A Religious World Perspectives course in the Goshen core.

GOSHEN CORE PERSPECTIVES COURSES 2012-13

SPRING SEMESTER:

❏ *BIOL 207 NW Roots of the Environmental Crisis MWF 1 - 1:50 p.m. 3 credit hours

What are the roots of our current environmental crisis? Can religious, economic, cultural, political and/or biological worldviews help us 
understand the challenges? The course will analyze our local use of natural resources (both on campus and in Goshen city). From where 
does our water come? Our energy? Where does our garbage go? Our exhaust? Students will use their analysis of these questions to propose 
restorative solutions. Required course for environmental science majors and a Natural World Perspectives course in the Goshen Core. 

❏ *HIST 205 SW Immigration & American Identity MWF 2 - 2:50 p.m. 3 credit hours

Immigration has been central to personal and national identity in the United States. It has also been a fiercely contested issue. Why 
has the movement of people across national borders generated both celebration and scorn? How has immigration produced patterns 
of inclusion, exclusion, assimilation and discrimination? This course will include debates and case studies from both the past and the 
present. A Social World Perspectives course in the Goshen core.  

❏ Math 201 PX   Fair Allocation MWF 9 - 9:50 a.m. 3 credit hours

This course examines the fair distribution of resources such as money, goods, voting power and jobs. Case studies might involve 
dividing an estate, deciding priority for organ transplant, or creating a fair system of taxation. Allocation methods will be analyzed from 
mathematical, economic, political and philosophical perspectives. A Peacemaking Perspectives course in the Goshen core. 

❏ PJCS 201 PX Violence and Nonviolence MWF 3 - 3:50 p.m. 3 credit hours

People are capable of both violent and peaceful behavior, and yet violence is a destructive force in human society in so many ways. When 
and why are people violent, and when and why are they peaceful? How does nonviolence address the destructive force of violence and 
stand as an alternative? A Peacemaking Perspectives course in the Goshen core. 

❏ REL 203 RW Jesus at the Movies M 7 - 9:30 p.m. 3 credit hours       

How does retelling the story of Jesus in film either enhance or diminish our understanding of the gospel stories? Students will become 
literate in filmmaking techniques as well as narrative and dialogue and will evaluate the artistic and theological value of a selection of 
films. We will examine a range of Jesus films and also some Christ films (in which the main character is a self-sacrificing redeemer) and 
second coming films. A Religious World Perspectives course in the Goshen core.  

❏ *WOST 201 SW Gender in Global Context TR 12:30 - 1:45 p.m. 3 credit hours

How do economic development policies impact the basic rights and qualities of life for men and women in different cultural contexts? This 
course will examine ways that different cultures construct gender roles and how these diverse constructs affect economic development 
issues in a global context. A Social World Perspectives course in the Goshen core. 

MAY TERM: NOTE: May term is free for students who were full-time in fall and spring semesters. Students take 3-4 credit hours.

❏ ART 201  AW Art and Holiness  3 credit hours

How does visual art reinforce, expand or contradict our ideas of what is holy? In this course, students will strengthen their skills in 
interpreting visual art. They will look for parallel and divergent structures and understandings in theology, literature, theater and music. 
An Artistic World Perspectives course in the Goshen Core.  

❏ *PSYC 201 SW Heroic Acts & Heinous Crimes  3 credit hours

Why do some people give their lives for another while others kill with little thought? Are the causes internal (personality, psychopathology, 
spiritual) or external (social standing, socioeconomic status, injustice)? Is it nature or nurture? This course will survey research in social 
psychology, examine cultural considerations and explore relevant biblical passages. A Social World Perspectives course in the Goshen core.

*To enroll in Natural World and Social World Perspectives courses, students must have met their Quantitative Literacy requirement or be concurrently enrolled 
in a math class to meet that requirement. See “Goshen Seminar Selection” page for details.

On the list below, mark several 
courses that interest you. 


