STUDY-SERVICE TERM SYLLABUS – Senegal 2004
Goshen College SST Faculty leaders/Directors
Samuel and Noka Zadi
"Perhaps my heart is that of a child," I admitted ruefully, "for today I have again seen how little I understand. The wisdom of your country and of mine are different. Yet our hearts are the same," I was speaking my creed almost challengingly. "It is only that in each other's countries, where we do not understand, we become children again, who have still everything to learn."


"May you learn swiftly then," she spoke the sentence as a farewell […]. 
Laura Bohannan, Return to Laughter, pp.142-143.

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

SST in Senegal is an integrated program of study, living, experience, reflection, and writing in an international setting. We see the following as principal objectives:

--to learn to function effectively in another culture,
--to develop skills in communicating in another language,
--to understand Senegalese history and culture in a specific and global context;
--to develop skills in turning experience into learning (we want to balance between 

experience and cognitive),
--to learn about yourself and U.S. culture with new eyes,
--to develop friendships by living with, and a sense of partnership by working with 
Senegalese,
--to understand more profoundly the various forms of spirituality found in Senegalese
   culture,
----to grow in personal faith.

We as faculty leaders expect you to take experiential learning as seriously as you do the more formal learning that happens on campus. We expect you to take full responsibility to learn from the rich variety of first-hand experiences during these three months in Senegal. In the first week, you will write your own set of personal goals for SST. During our first interview in the second week of May (May 10-13), we will discuss your these goals. We will give you feedback about our perceptions of your progress all along. During the final interview with you at the end of your service assignment, we will discuss what we plan to write in the final evaluation which will become a part of your transcript. If you wish, you may ask to read the evaluation when you return to campus. You should not be surprised by anything we will have written. If, in our judgment, you are not making satisfactory progress during SST, we will give you that feedback from time to time. We have the option of withholding credit, and if we decide to do so, we will document our decision with verifiable evidence.

We anticipate, however, that each student will earn 13 hours of credit and return to campus knowing the difference between an excellent experiential educational program and a vacation in the tropics.
REQUIREMENTS & EVALUATION
A. French language learning. 
Be punctual in attending all classes. If you must miss class because of illness, please let us know. Do the assignments, pass the quizzes, and participate in class activities. Classes will be oriented toward conversation and grammar. In addition French class, you will have the opportunity to speak French at home and with other people. We encourage you to make the most of every opportunity to increase your language skills. This is a lifetime opportunity; make the most out of it. 

After service, you will complete written and oral exams in French which will be constructed and evaluated by me (Professor Zadi). For French, you may choose a grade or CR/NC (proficiency at the C level or higher is required for credit). If you want to change your registration, let us know the first week. If you demonstrate exceptional progress in your ability to use French, you can earn an additional hour of credit via the Foreign Language Department at GC.

B. Lectures, learning activities and field trips. 
Lectures and learning activities will be held mostly on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Lecturers will mostly include university professors and other persons with expertise in their areas of presentation. Active engagement during lectures, learning activities and field trips includes taking responsibility for responding positively to our guests. We expect you to remain alert during lectures, to verbalize ideas and to ask questions, and to express appreciation to presenters. Tests will cover the lectures, field trips, and related readings. Drumming, batik painting and Mbalx dance are part of Senegalese culture. We expect you to be able to practice them, and to know the philosophy that sustains them. If for some valid reasons (disability, medical reason, allergy, etc.) you are unable to participate in one or some of these learning activities, let us know as soon as possible.
C. Service and discussion. 
On most Wednesdays from 10 to 1pm, we’ll meet at the Goshen College unit house for (a) worship, (b) discussion, (c) lunch and other subjects. Students and faculty directors will take responsibility for planning and conducting the discussion and worship and the cleanup following the meal.
The agenda for the discussion will include both academic and personal themes. The discussion will provide the opportunity for you to connect what you are learning from readings, lectures, workshops, field trips, informal conversations, and your host family and first-hand experiences. We expect all students to share observations, reflections and questions, and to listen actively and respectfully to one another. The final written evaluation will include comments on your preparation for, and participation in the group discussion. You will be evaluated on how well you contribute to the group as a whole and on how well you help each other meet cross-cultural challenges.

D. Journals. 
We will be giving you a written statement explaining the value, guidelines and importance of journaling while on SST. Writing and reflection is a key component of learning from experience. Begin writing in your journal as soon as you have 30 minutes of time to yourself. Develop a regular pattern for writing that fits your schedule and existing strengths, but also that challenges you develop new skills in observing, responding to and reflecting on what you experience. We will collect journals on weekly basis, mostly on Wednesdays, and return them on Fridays. 
E. Independent Study. Although the lectures, field trips and workshops will provide a helpful overview of many aspects of Senegal and its  people, they will not provide in- depth examination of any or some issue or theme. Therefore, we want you to pursue at least one of your academic interest s (not necessarily corresponding to your College Major) in a more sustained way while you are in Senegal.

You are to choose what the appropriate end product of your study will be. (e.g. display with explanations, an oral presentation, a performance with explanation, , a paper, etc.), and to articulate criteria by which you, your students colleagues and faculty leaders will evaluate the end product.  You will present your independent study after service. 
F. Interviews. 
Because SST depends so much on experiential learning, and because your experience may vary a great deal from those of others, we believe that periodic individual interviews will help you (and us) to plan and assess your learning. These interviews will also help us understand what and how you are learning. We plan to interview you four times during the term. May 10-14, June 1-4; when we visit you on service, and when you come back from service. 

E. Proposed schedule

There may be some changes in this schedule during the term.

AVRIL

Vendredi 30: 
10 heures: 
At the Guesthouse.
Orientation



14 heures: 
CLAC:

Introduction to families

MAY

Week 1:

Monday 3
10 heures: 
CLAC:

Debriefing: Walking tour in the area with







4 guides

14 heures:
CLAC:

French class begins.

Tuesday 4:
10 heures:
CLAC:

Family life and structure in Senegal. Mr. 

Alain Badiane and two Senegalese women 
14 heures:
CLAC:



French class

Wednesday 5:
10 heures:
The Zadi’s:
Service



14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Thursday 6:
10 heures: 
CLAC:

Ethnic groups in Senegal. 






Professor Ibrahima Seck. 

14 heures:


Learning to play the drum/workshop

Friday 7:
Tour of Dakar neighborhoods

Week 2:

Lundi 10:
10 heures:
CLAC: 
Politics & Society in Senegal by Birima 
Fall (Journalist, expert in political affairs)



14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Mardi 11:
10 heures:
CLAC:

Colonization and decolonization. 
Professor Ibrahima Seck. 
14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Mercredi 12:
10 heures:
CLAC:

Islam in Senegal, Professor Thioub. 

 
14 heures:
CLAC:

Français

Jeudi 13:
10 heures:
The Zadi’s:
SERVICE

14 heures:
CLAC:

Learning to play the drum/workshop
Vendredi 14-Dimanche 16:


Trip to North: visit Saint Louis, park Djouj. 

Let’s meet at the lecture place. With visit at the pink lake and the turtle village.

Week 3:

Lundi 17: 
10 heures:
CLAC:

Environnent by Ibrahima Sow (Expert in 

Environnent issues in Senegal) 

14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Mardi 18:
10 heures:
CLAC:

Christianity/missions in Senegal
14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Mercredi 19:
Visit at the Gorée island

Jeudi 20:
Learning batik painting


Vendredi 21:
10 heures: 
CLAC:

Learning to fix a Senegalese dish: ceeb u Jen 

and bissap



14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Week 4:

Lundi 24:        10 heures:
CLAC:

Pillars of the Senegalese Economy, by 
Professor Ibrahima Thioub. 



14 heures:
CLAC:

practice a Senegalese traditional dance

Mardi 25:
10 heures:


Visit weavers


14 heures:
CLAC:

French class


Mercredi 26: 
10 heures:
The Zadi’s: 
Service



14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Jeudi 27:
10 heures:
CLAC:

Women in Senegal by Ms. Coumba Touré, 

writer, and expert in Women issues in Senegal. 

14 heures:
CLAC:

French class
Vendredi 28:
TBA (Possibility of visiting Art exhibition (Dak’Art 2004)
Samedi 29:




Concert at CCF: Abdou Guité Seck
Lundi 31: PENTECOTE: NO CLASS

Week 5

JUIN

Mardi 1: 
10 heures:
US Embassy: “US Foreign Affairs in Senegal, and West 

Africa at large” by Mr. Michael Pelletier, 

Counselor of Public Affairs at the US Embassy. 

14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Mercredi 2:       10 heures:
The Zadi’s:
Service

 14 heures: 
CLAC:

French class

Jeudi 3:             10heures: 
CLAC: 
HIV/AIDS: challenges and responses by
Professor. Ndir. (Professor at the School of Medicine, and responsible for AIDS Edication in Senegal)
14 heures:
CLAC:

Practice a Senegalese traditional dance 

(Mbalax)
Vendredi 4-5:



Visit a Senegalese village

Week 6
Lundi 7:           10 heures 


Traditional and modern Music in 

Senegal/performance. 

 14 heures: 
CLAC:

French class

Mardi 8:           10 heures: 
CLAC:

Visit IFAN Museum: Explanations by 

Professor Lame, Museum Curator.  
14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Mercredi 9:      10 heures: 
The Zadi’s: 
Service 

14 heures:
CLAC:

French class

Jeudi 10:          10 heures: 
The Zadi’s:
 Orientation for service

Vendredi 11:    10 heures:


Fête d’au revoir aux familles

Samedi 12:



Départ pour les services

Samedi 12 Juin au Jeudi 20 juillet: 

Service

Vendredi 21 juillet: 10 heures:

Débriefing, project, etc.





French test

Lundi 23 juillet: départ pour les USA

