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The Goshen College Women’s World Music Choir was formed by Debra Brubaker 
in the spring of 2004. Its goals are to discover and perform music of many 
cultures, both national and international, particularly indigenous cultures. The 
choir also serves to highlight the role of women in these cultures, celebrating the 
unique spirit and energy that women bring to the world as creators, sustainers, 
and disrupters of life and culture.

The choir has performed music from many places, including India, Mexico, the 
Philippines, Ireland, South Africa, Swaziland, Guatemala, Pakistan, the Republic 
of Georgia, Ukraine, the Czech Republic, Tanzania, Palestine and Israel, and has 
sung in at least 30 languages over its 10-year history.  

During performances, the women sing barefoot and wear fabrics from around the 
world to affirm their connection to the earth and their solidarity with women from 
all cultures.

“When you sing, you have no evil thoughts and when you are 
dancing, you feel less hungry.”  

- Esma Redzepova, Roma (gypsy) performer and singer
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Program selections will be taken from the following repertoire

O Virgo Splendens ............................................14th century Spanish chant
sung in Latin

This chant, one of the earliest known sacred canons, is contained in the Llibre 
Vermell, a manuscript from the pilgrimage site of Montserrat in Catalonia. The 
Virgin Mary, whose image was represented by a black wooden statue, was reported 
to have performed many miracles there. 

O resplendent Virgin, (you are) here on the miraculous mountain, cleft everywhere 
by dazzling wonders, and which the faithful from all 
places ascend.

Miranda Earnhart, Becky Snider, Grace Weaver, tone chimes

Kua Rongo Mai Koe ....................................... Ngapo Wehi, arr. Eddie Quaid
      sung in Maori

This New Zealand welcome song is traditionally sung by a female elder, the first 
person to call at a “powhiri,” a gathering of the community.

I have heard the voice of welcome greeting me,
Welcoming me as part of the wider world.
Rise up! Welcome, welcome!

Rachel Mast, Ellen Conrad, soloists; Sarah Hofkamp, caller



Keren Or ................................. Achinoam Nini and Gil Dor, arr. Jake Smucker
     sung in Yemenite Hebrew

Composer and singer Achinoam, or “Noa,” is of Yemeni-Jewish descent. Her 
work includes collaborations with Arab and Palestinian musicians, to further the 
development of peace in the Middle East and around the world.

All the stars hidden away, and the moon in a pitch black night.
From the north and south to Yemen, not a ray of light
Light a small white candle in the darkened tent that is my heart.
Then from the north and south to Yemen, a brilliant light will shine.

Cara Paden, Madeleine Yoder, duet; Miranda Earnhart, zilds;  
Chara Sonntag, djembe; Solomia Soroka, violin; Becky Snider, flute

Harlem Songs ................................................................... Gwyneth Walker
 I. Spirituals  English text by Langston Hughes

The poetry of Hughes, an African-American living most of his life in the Harlem 
neighborhood of New York City, rings with the strength of powerful images. This 
first of three pieces from the trilogy “Harlem Songs” by American composer 
Walker combines rich, original musical harmonies with a traditional spiritual 
tune.

Rocks and the firm roots of trees. The rising shafts of mountains.
Something strong to put my hands on.
Sing, O Lord Jesus! Song is a strong thing.
I heard my mother singing when life hurt her:
Gonna ride in my chariot some day!
The branches rise from the firm roots of trees.
The mountains rise from the solid lap of earth.
The waves rise from the dead weight of sea.
Sing, O black mother! Song is a strong thing.

Miranda Earnhart, Emily Grimes, Sarah Hofkamp, Ardy Woodward, quartet;
Chara Sonntag, piano

Svatba .................................................................................Khristo Todorov
      sung in Bulgarian

Written in traditional folk song style with repetitive rhythms and clashing 
harmonies, Svatba is the story of a “sad boyar (peasant) wedding.” A red kerchief 
flutters on the head of the maiden, riding a well-fed horse, while the heart of the 
awaiting groom trembles like the fluttering of the kerchief. 

Emily Grimes, student director



Denko ......................................... trad. Malian song, arr. Nitanju Bolade Casel
      sung in Bambara

Casel was gifted with the original melody of this song by a women with whom 
she shared a long bus ride in Mali. “Denko” is a Bambara word meaning “to 
have a child.” The song tells of a woman who wishes to conceive and about the 
prayers offered to bring forth this new life. Once the child has arrived, there is a 
realization that the prayers must not only continue but intensify in order for it 
to thrive.

Sadie Gustafson-Zook, soloist; Chara Sonntag, djembe

Babethandaza ......................... trad. South African song, arr. Ysaye Barnwell
     sung in Zulu

1. Sin nje nje nje, nge-mi tahn-dah-zo (repeat)
Nge-mi tahn-dah-zo, nge-mi tahn-dah-zo (repeat)

2. Ooo ma-ma ba-gu-dah-lah bah-bay tahn-day-zo (repeat)
Bah-bay tahn-day-zah, bah-bay tahn-day-zah

Things are as they are because of prayer.
Our mothers/women of old used to pray.

Bogoroditse Devo .................. Sergei Rachmaninoff, arr. Veronica Sichivitsa
     sung in Church Slavonic

This eighth movement of the composer’s All-Night Vigil is based on chant from 
the liturgy of the Russian Orthodox Church. The entire 15 movements of the 
larger work were composed in just under two weeks during the winter of 1915. 
Rachmaninoff considered the Vigil one of his finest compositions. The Greek title 
for Mary of “theotokos” is translated literally as “God-bearer.”

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Mary full of grace, the Lord is with You.
Blessed are You among women, and blessed is the Fruit of Your womb,
for You have borne the Savior of our souls.



Iraqi Peace Song .......................................................... trad. Iraqi lullaby, 
arr. Knut Reiersrud and Lori Tennenhouse

sung in Arabic

“Lullabies lead us to the deepest and most fundamental way of communication 
between human beings. It is where all sharing of ideas and feelings starts – 
between mother and child, between father and child. It is a universal culture. 
And it is amazing to see how many aesthetic similarities, musically and 
lyrically there are in lullabies from country to country all over the world,” said 
Erik Hillstad - producer of Lullabies from the Axis of Evil, a CD containing 14 
lullabies from areas of the world wrestling with conflict

Peace to the world. Peace to my country, my love, peace to your dreams.
Peace to your children underneath the whispering trees, 
Where our sons and daughters are free in the beauty; 
We will see through your eyes of peace.

Kelly Miller, soloist; Laura Hochstetler, djembe;  Emily Vogt, shaker; 
Chara Sonntag, piano; Solomia Soroka or Josh Yoder, violin

Si Verias a la Rana ................................ trad. Turkish and Ladino folk song
     Ladino verses,Turkish chorus

Collected and arranged by Moira Smiley, this piece was taught to the choir in a 
workshop conducted by Smiley and her women’s quartet, VOCO. The challenging 
grouping of beats in a normally unassuming 9/8 meter, the routine use of the 
harmonic interval of a second and a steady sung drone are hallmarks of this 
cultural singing style.

1: If you see a frog sit on the oven, frying her best potatoes,
 Chase away your sisters!

Refrain: I love you, I love you much!

2: If you see a camel sit at the table,
 Move your beautiful daughters who are thinner than a hair.

Chara Sonntag, rikh



Ain’t No Grave Can Hold My Body Down .............trad. Spiritual chorus, 
arr. Paul Caldwell and Sean Ivory

sung in English

The refrain of this piece was popular with gospel singers in the American south 
in the first half of the twentieth century.

Chara Sonntag, piano

Father Adieu……………..….....………….……..........…Appalachian folk song
      sung in English

A mournful tune with a hopeful text, indicative of the sounds of the southern 
American hill country.

Maggie Weaver, soloist

Think of Me………………….....…………........……………..South African song
     written by the Diamond Choir

The Diamond Choir is a group of South African diamond miners who have formed 
a choir to tour and raise awareness of HIV/AIDS. Their message of love and 
goodwill exists in direct contrast to the working conditions and discrimination 
they face daily. May we all take their example to heart.

Think of me, forget me not; remember me wherever you go. (repeat)
I am yours and you are mine; remember me wherever you go. (repeat)



PERSONNEL
SOPRANO I

ALTO I

SOPRANO II

ALTO II

Anika Baumgartner - Goshen, Ind.
Breanna Bloom - Goshen, Ind.
Prashansa Dickson - Allahabad, India
Miranda Earnhart - Milford, Ind.
Kate Friesen - Archbold, Ohio
Maddie Gerig - Mishawaka, Ind.
Emily Grimes - Goshen, Ind.

Sadie Gustafson-Zook - Goshen, Ind.
Christina Hofer - Freeman, S.D.
Sara Klassen - Goshen, Ind.
Olivia Ressler - Kidron, Ohio
Sarah Toews - Goshen, Ind.

Hannah Bachman - Tiskilwa, Ill.
Brianne Brenneman - Mason, Ohio
Brynn Godshall - Lancaster, Pa.
Cecilia Lapp Stoltzfus - Mount Rainier, Md.
Emma Koop Liechty - Goshen, Ind.
Drea Mast - Lancaster, Pa.
Rachel Mast - Corvallis, Ore.

Alisa Murray - Orrville, Ohio
Cara Paden - Elkhart, Ind.
Dona Park - Abbotsford, 
    British Columbia,  Canada
Becky Snider - Broadway, Va.
Halle Steingass - Bluffton, Ohio

Emma Caskey - Goshen, Ind.
Dominique Chew - Hesston, Kan.
Annette Conrad - New Carlisle, Ohio
Katrina Evans - Lititz, Pa.
Naomi Gross - Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Laura Hochstetler - Wellman, Iowa
Sarah Hofkamp - Peabody, Kan.

Katie McKinnell - Salem, Ore.
Kelly Miller - Bellefontaine, Ohio
Malinda Slabaugh - New Paris, Ind.
Sam Weaver - Lititz, Pa.
Emily Vogt - Akron, Pa.
Ardy Woodward - North Newton, Kan.

Ellen Conrad - Lakewood, Colo.
Jieun Han - Hwacheon, Gangwon, S. Korea
Mary Hiebert-White - Chevy Chase, Md.
Laura Miller - Akron, Pa.
Anna Nafziger - Goshen, Ind.
Morgan Short - Goshen, Ind.
Grace Weaver - Harrisonburg, Va.

Maggie Weaver - Lititz, Pa.
Elizabeth Woodworth - Middlebury, Ind.
Madeleine Yoder - Lititz, Pa.

Special thanks to Maggie Weaver for choreography leadership



Dr. Debra Brubaker is professor of music at 
Goshen College, where she directs choirs and 
staged musical productions, teaches voice and 
related courses, and has served as department 
co-chair. 

Since coming to Goshen in 1999, Brubaker 
has directed the Goshen College Chorale 
and Chamber Choir, and in 2004 created 
the Women’s World Music Choir, which was 
invited to perform at the 2013 Indiana 
Music Educators Association conference in 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana, and has also performed 
at the 2008 Central Division conference of 
the American Choral Directors Association in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. In addition to touring 
many parts of the United States and Canada, 
Dr. Brubaker’s choirs are in demand regionally, 

having performed with the Toledo Symphony, Ft. Wayne Philharmonic 
Orchestra and South Bend Symphony.

Dr. Brubaker and her choirs have worked and performed with such noted 
conductors as Vance George, Alice Parker, Donald Neuen and Gregg Smith. 
As a conductor, Brubaker appears regularly as a choral clinician with high 
school choirs in local, regional, and national settings. Most recently she has 
been an invited conductor at the 2012 Fulton County (Ohio) High School 
choral festival and the 2009 regional Mennonite Schools Council choral 
festival in Chambersburg, Pa. She has led workshops in choral and hymn 
singing at Mennonite churches, conferences and conventions over the past 
three decades.

Dr. Brubaker is an accomplished hymn leader, specializing in international 
music. A recent Maple Scholars research project with alumna Lisa Horst 
Schrock and hymnologist and musicologist Dr. Mary Oyer is now housed 
in the archives of the Indiana University Folklore Institute. Its focus on 
indigenous African music emphasizes Brubaker’s interest in exploring how 
the use of hymn and folk singing can become a catalyst for connections 
between people of differing cultures, faiths, ages and circumstances.

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY



Matthew Hill, pianist and Goshen College professor of music, teaches piano, 
chamber music, music history and pedagogy. His interests in monasticism, 
theology and the role of silence in music, engage his teaching, scholarship 
and performing with a unique perspective and depth. Matthew has been 
published in Clavier and in Silence, Music, Silent Music (Ashgate); taught 
and performed in China; recorded on the Blue Griffin label (Silent Colors);  
teaches piano at Interlochen Summer Arts Camp, and was on the 2013 
faculty at the Schlern International Music Festival (Italy). He will also be 
a guest presenter in the panel discussion “Brushes with Greatness” this 
March in Chicago at the MTNA National Conference. His doctorate in piano 
performance is from the University of Wisconsin-Madison where he studied 
with Howard Karp. He has also studied with the renowned Beethoven 
interpreter Claude Frank.

Violinist Solomia Soroka, DMA, born in L’viv, Ukraine, is among the most 
accomplished Ukrainian musicians of her generation. She won top prizes 
in three prestigious international violin competitions held in the former 
Soviet Union: the Prokofiev, Lysenko and Zolota Osin’ competitions. Dr. 
Soroka earned her master’s degree and completed postgraduate studies in 
the Kyiv Conservatory, and later served on its faculty in the chamber music 
department. Her doctoral degree is from the Eastman School of Music. She 
has made four recordings for Naxos, for which she received excellent reviews 
in major music magazines in the U.S. and Europe. For the past four years 
Soroka has been under contract with Toccata Classics in London to make 
world premier recordings. Dr. Soroka teaches violin, chamber music, music 
literature and advanced music theory at Goshen College. During the summer 
she conducts master classes in Italy and Ukraine. 

Chara Sonntag, piano, holds a B.A. in music from Judson College (Ala.) 
and a master’s degree in piano performance from Ball State University. 
Chara presently serves as a staff accompanist for Goshen College, where she 
accompanies the Women’s World Music Choir. She has performed as both 
a soloist and orchestral pianist with the Goshen College Orchestra and the 
Symphony of the Lakes. As the pianist for the instrumental sacred music 
trio Soli Deo Gloria, she enjoys providing vesper services and concerts for 
churches, retirement communities, nursing homes, civic groups and small 
theaters. In her private studio, Joyful Sounds Ministry Academy, Chara 
provides her students with instrumental instruction, as well as training and 
experience in music ministry. She serves as pianist and choral accompanist 
for the Church of the Good Shepherd (Winona Lake, Ind.), and is an active 
freelance musician in northern Indiana. Chara resides in Middlebury, Ind. 
with her parents and siblings.
 



ITINERARY
Feb. 23 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.  
Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster, Lancaster, Pa.

Feb. 23  4 p.m. 
Akron Mennonite Church, Akron, Pa.

Feb. 24  9:45 a.m. 
Lancaster Mennonite High School, Lancaster, Pa.

Feb. 24 2 p.m. 
Landis Homes, Lititz, Pa.

Feb. 25 9:45 a.m. 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa.

Feb. 25  7 p.m. 
Blooming Glen Mennonite Church, Blooming Glen, Pa.

Feb. 26 9:24 a.m. 
Christopher Dock High School, Lansdale, Pa.

March 2 7:30 p.m. 
Goshen College Music Center, Goshen, Ind.



GOSHEN COLLEGE 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT

HISTORY: Founded in 1894, Goshen College is a 
private residential, Christian college of the liberal 
arts and sciences, rooted in Mennonite Church 
USA and committed to Christ-centered passionate 
learning, global citizenship, compassionate 
peacemaking and servant leadership.

LOCATION: Goshen, Indiana (pop. 32,000); 120 
miles east of Chicago

ENROLLMENT: approximately 900 students from 
35 states and 37 countries

CAMPUS: 135 acres with 19 major buildings, 
plus a 1,189-acre natural sanctuary 31 miles from 
campus and a marine biology laboratory in the 
Florida Keys

STUDENT-FACULTY RATIO: 11:1

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION: Goshen’s Study-
Service Term (SST) is among the nation’s most 
innovative study abroad programs. With six host 
countries, 80 percent of students study abroad 
before graduating.

CAMPUS MINISTRIES: Weekly chapel services, 
Bible study and small groups, worship team, 
voluntary service and spiritual direction

ATHLETICS: 14 intercollegiate sports in a 
competitive NAIA conference

FINANCIAL AID: Around 99 percent of full-time 
Goshen College students receive some form of 
financial assistance, with an average package of 
scholarships, grants and loans totaling more than 
$21,218.

The Goshen College Music Department offers a 
bachelor of arts degree with concentrations in 
music education, performance, piano pedagogy 
and music in worship. Seventy-five students 
major or minor in music and enjoy participation in 
three choirs, a touring worship ensemble, staged 
musicals and operas, orchestra, all-campus band 
and jazz band. 

The music department is housed in the Goshen 
College Music Center, built in 2001. The Music 
Center features the 1,000-seat Sauder Concert 
Hall, the 250-seat Rieth Recital Hall, rehearsal 
and practice rooms, classrooms, teaching 
studios, a recording studio and an art gallery. 
The Community School of the Arts, located in the 
Music Center, provides teaching experience and 
leadership training for Goshen College students. 
The Performing Arts Series regularly brings 
prominent national and international musicians to 
the Music Center.

We welcome your inquiries at the music 
department website www.goshen.edu/music or 
individually to admission@goshen.edu or 
Debra Brubaker at debradb@goshen.edu.

GOSHEN COLLEGE AT A GLANCE


