Merry Lea
Environmental Learning Center
of Goshen College

Wolf Lake, IN 46796
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How many times have you read articles telling you why you should go
here, do that, or use this or that product? Maybe you are tired of this
approach so we are going to give you some reasons why you shouldnt
bring your class to Merry Lea.
1. If you want to encourage you students to separate their heads from
their bodies and learn using only their minds, you shouldnit come
to Merry Lea. Merry Lea encourages students to engage the natural
world using all pve senses. Students will learn by tasting, touching,
smelling, seeing, and hearing the world around them.
2. If you believe that students can only focus and learn when they are
indoors, you should depnitely not bring them to Merry Lea. At Merry
Lea students will pnd themselves learning about nature 0 in nature.
Yes, they may get a little mud on their shoes and the wind may mess
up their hair but we think those are often very good things.
3. If you think your students should be completely unconnected with
the natural world, do not bring them to Merry Lea. At
Merry Lea they are sure to start seeing how they are a part of the
world around them. It might begin with a simple understanding of
food chains and food webs but, before you know it, they might start
realizing that they are dependent on the natural world for their food,
water, and the very air they breathe. From there it is only a small step
to understanding that how they use those resources affects all the other
living things that are connected to them, as well. If you dondt want
this&avoid Merry Lea.
4. If you want your students to learn science by rote memorization of
scientipc facts, you should not bring them to Merry Lea. At Merry
Lea they will be encouraged to ask questions about the world around
them and learn how to seek answers to those questions by scientipc
|nqu|ry There are many other reasons why you
ey shouldnét bring your students to Merry
Lea. | certainly wouldndt bring them
4 if you don't want learning to be expe-
. riential. If, on the other hand, you are
looking for a quality experience for your
students where they will learn valuable
{ ecological concepts and gain an appre-
ciation for the diversity, complexity and
interconnectedness of the natural world,
then you really should visit Merry Lea.

MEUTONTHEROAD!

Merry Lea now offers hour-long middle and high school programs using
the Mobile Environmental Laboratory equipment. Teachers who have not
yet been trained to use the MEL equipment can have trained Merry Lea
staff provide a classroom program for as little as $75. These programs can

also be run outside on school grounds or other outdoor &skeid on Badk
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May 1, 2004 Merry Lea is presenting the prst annual program to
spend a day learning about the ecosystems of Northeast Indiana. A
schedule of guided hikes will be offered. Topics will include natu-
ral history subjects such as trees, soils, insects, wetlands, forests,
and other topics. Hikes will all be at Merry Lea and will be led by
trained, knowledgeable staff. They will be offered in the morn-

ing and will be repeated in the afternoon. In addition to the trail
topics, there will be seminars offered which will require little or
no walking for those who are unable to visit more distant sites on
Merry Lea. Programs for children are also being planned. Home
cooked food will be available on the grounds and the day will con-
clude with entertainment and ice cream made at the event. This is
a good family event where there will be something appropriate for
all age groups. It will be fun, relaxing, and will emphasize learn-

ing about ecosystems and their inhabitants.

Why 1 Make Maple Byrup

Darry Yoder

I always look forward to maple
sugaring in our familyés sugar bush
as part of Merry Leats environmental -
education program. So far as 10m concerned, it represents the
ultimate in hands-on learning .

Why do | have such passion for sharing this experience during
the few weeks between the last arctic blast and the yrst wildpow-
ers? No other experience comes even close to matching maple
sugaring for sensory and educational richness. Our lifestyles
leave precious little contact with the natural world. Yet, our
environment is a richly sensual place. Enter the forest or sit by
the lakeside and a myriad of sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and
textures poods our senses.

Such is the nature of time spent in the sugar bush as well. Sugar-
ing is loaded with unique sights, sounds, tastes and touch as
visitors slog through the mud, carry wood, gather sap and tend
the yres. Our tired bodies smell of wood smoke and sweat, and
all must haul on the rope to drag the log through the woods. We
heartily consume our lunch made all the more delicious when
served in such natural surroundings.

Further, I can think of few subjects that are better taught any-
where but in the sugar bush. There are, of course, the lessons
about tree anatomy and the physiology of sap pow; and the syrup
maker keenly studies the daily weather maps.

But there are also lessons about the physics of freezing and boil-
ing liquids and fuel efyciency. There are moral lessons about
caring for a resource in order to make it available for generations
yet to be born. There are lessons in human ecology as we learn
the history of sugaring that extends across time and culture.
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