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The Martha V. Yoder Scholarship Fund
When Martha V. Yoder graduated from Goshen College in 1930, she could have 
considered the future bleak. She had a degree in English and mathematics, and 
hoped to teach. But the U.S. economy was in free fall, jobs were scarce and her 
parents were struggling to keep their Ohio farm and greenhouse.

Martha was up to the challenge of making it on her own though, said her 
niece Mary Ellen Meyer, who serves as the family representative of Martha’s 
scholarship fund. “She was spunky and independent,” said Meyer. She was also 
part of a loving and supportive family, and together they came through the hard 

times.
As a small child, Martha had survived a vitamin 

deficiency that left her short and somewhat bow-
legged. She remembered sitting by the butter churn 
waiting for her mother to give her balls of butter from 
the ladle – a treatment suggested by the doctor. She 
recovered her health and grew to be quite athletic. At 
Goshen College, Martha played intramural basketball, 
participated in track and field activities and served on 
the Athletic Council. 

After graduating from Goshen, Martha and her 
sister Ruth ’28 spent a year in Arizona. Martha taught 

school in a small mining town, then returned to Ohio for a new teaching job in a 
one-room schoolhouse. She found teaching multiple grade levels a challenge and 
accepted the opportunity for a career change when some of her uncles asked her 
to serve in the accounting department of their greenhouse business in Barberton, 
Ohio. Their business, Yoder Brothers, prospered and has since become part of the 
international company, Aris Horticulture. 

Martha worked at Yoder Brothers until her retirement in the mid-1970s. 
During the week, she lived with her sister Mary as an integral part of Mary’s 
family. Meyer said her cousins describe the role of “Auntie Mart,” in their family 
as unique and valued. They say they each had “a sibling, two parents and a Mart.” 
On weekends, Martha returned to her parents’ farm in Smithville, Ohio, to spend 
time with them and attend church at Oak Grove Mennonite Church. After her 
parents passed away, she bought her own home in Barberton. 

Martha lived life on her own terms, said Meyer. She had a penchant for 
hats and jewelry, loved flowers and birds, and collected antiques and  jade-green 
celadon pottery. “She was especially connected to her nieces and nephews,” said 
Meyer. “Not having any children of her own, she would treat us individually to 
special trips and activities.” She also took trips with friends and family members. 
“She was a person with a spirit of adventure,” said Meyer. She traveled to Canada, 
Mexico, Europe and Africa. Once, her nieces and grand-nieces celebrated 

L
ast summer, I had the 
opportunity to guide youth 
groups through inner-city 

volunteering at MetroCareRing, a 
nonprofit organization in Denver, 
Colo., that provides food, household 
items and other services for homeless 
and low-income families. 
     My internship with 
MetroCareRing was a blessed 
experience in many ways. Working 
in Denver did nothing to diminish 
the strength of the call I have heard 
for some time now: simply to act as a 
disciple of Christ in service to God’s 
people wherever I might be. 
     I owe a great deal to the Goshen 
College community, not only for 
making it possible to explore ministry 
through service, but also for offering 

the incredible 
encouragement 
and support 
necessary for 
me to persist 
in discovering 
my vocation. 
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New Year, New Leadership in Development, 
New Giving Issues
Last summer, William A. Jones announced his resignation as vice president for institutional advancement 
at Goshen College. Jim Caskey, who has served donors and GC as a development officer since 1997, was 
named the interim vice president by President Jim Brenneman. Just before Christmas, Jim was hired as 
the permanent vice president, and we are all thrilled with this announcement. He joins a very effective 

senior leadership team that President Brenneman has put together since he started in 2006. About the only downside 
I know of is that there are now three “Jims” on the President’s Council (President Jim, Jim Caskey and Vice President 
for Finance Jim Histand), but the little resulting confusion is a small price to pay for such strong, caring leaders. As 
you have opportunity, join me in congratulating Jim Caskey and giving him your full support.

On a completely different note, with the U.S. Senate occupied with debate on health care reform in December, 
expected action on federal estate tax and income tax laws did not take place prior to the end of the year. As of Jan. 1, 
2010, there is no federal estate tax. However, under current law it comes back with only a $1 million exemption on 
Jan. 1, 2011. In a trade-off for no estate taxes imposed, some heirs of people who die in 2010 will owe capital gains 
taxes when they sell inherited assets. This new system for setting the value of inherited assets is complicated, and a 
dramatic departure from the way it was done in the past. In addition, there are many other tax provisions stuck in 
limbo, such as donating IRA distributions directly to charity. The IRA provision is likely to be renewed but we won’t 
know for sure for many months. As I’ve written before, stay tuned…

If you would like to talk with me further about this, send me an e-mail at rogeran@goshen.edu or call me at 
(574) 535-7797.

– Roger A. Nafziger, director of annual and planned giving
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Our students 
are saying...

“

Auntie Mart Keeps Giving
 

Martha Yoder, 1930

 ”

Continued on page 2

– Breanna Nickel is a senior Bible 
and religion major from Windsor, Colo. 
Last summer she participated in the 
college’s Service Inquiry Program, 
a three-month term of service that 
lets students test their interest and 
aptitude for long-term service.



“Culture for Service” became the motto of Goshen 
College in 1904 at the suggestion of Goshen’s first 
president, Noah E. Byers. By “culture” Byers meant 
cultivation, or training, of “the whole personality” 
for Christian service. It was a holistic vision, much 
broader than mere scholarship. But exactly how 
that GC training would lead to lives of service 
would be determined by the graduates themselves 
and the times in which they lived.

In Goshen’s early days, “service” often meant 
missionary work. Goshen graduates and former 
faculty members were among the first Mennonite 
missionaries to India, for example. But the world 
wars and the Vietnam War forged new concepts of 
service. GC people of all kinds – men and women, 
students, faculty, staff (and their spouses) – sought 
active ways to take a stand against war. Many 
participated in war relief efforts after World War 
I. Several were interned by foreign armies and at 
least one – GC junior Clayton Kratz – gave his life. 
During other U.S. wars, GC men interrupted their 
education to work in alternative service assignments 
in the U.S., and both men and women also traveled 
abroad for war relief efforts. 

“New exposure to immense human need 
outside the Mennonite community, whether in 
Chicago’s slums, India’s villages, or, later, in war-
ravaged Vienna or the Meuse, had sensitized a 
generation to the imperatives of service, an ethic 
reinforced, in its academic dimension, at Goshen 

Donor Gifts Lead to Great Things
Campus poets got a treat when Boston radio reporter Carl Haarer ’79 presented the keynote address 
for the 2009 Roy H. Umble Master Class on Nov. 17, 2009. The Master Class was established with 
gifts from admirers and past students of former Professor of Speech Roy Umble. It brings nationally-
known experts and performers in communication and theater to the campus annually for enriching 
events that are open to the public. Haarer goes by the name of Carl Stevens on the air and may be the 
best-known poet in New England.
 

High-scoring senior Errick McCollum (Canton, Ohio), a recipient of 
the Bishop Gunden Family Scholarship in Athletics, broke the all-time 
scoring record for GC men’s basketball on Dec. 8, 2009, in a home game against Saint Xavier 
University (Goshen won, 82-63). He reached 2,279 points that day, and 2,789 career tallies by 
the end of the season. McCollum, a business major, was named Player of the Year for the Mid-
Central College Conference, and a dunk that he made was featured on ESPN as one of the best 
plays of the day. The Bishop Gunden Scholarship was established to celebrate the friendship 
between the families of Tom ’69 and Trinda Hirschey Bishop ’69 and Ron ’69 and Linda Garber 
Gunden ’90 to express gratitude for the excellent education and financial assistance they received 
at Goshen College, and to promote a healthy, balanced life that includes body, mind and spirit.

The annual C. Henry Smith Peace Oratorical Contest took place on Feb. 9, 2009, with seven 
students presenting short speeches on issues of peace and justice. Sophomore David Zwier, a 
business major from Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, took first place with a speech titled 
“Facing Food Waste: The Truth About What We Don’t Eat.” The students competed for cash 
prizes and the chance to enter the U.S./Canada Mennonite Central Committee-sponsored C. 
Henry Smith Peace Oratorical Contest. The trust of C. Henry Smith, a Mennonite historian and 
professor at Goshen and Bluffton (Ohio) colleges, funds the contest, which gives students an 
opportunity to become involved with causes that promote peace while cultivating rhetorical skills. 
Speech contests have been part of Goshen College’s history since the early 1900s.

Gone but not forgotten. Norman S. Gingrich had no children of his own, but his name lives 
on through a trust fund he established to provide scholarships for Goshen College students. He 
was a part-time teacher of business at the Elkhart Institute, before the 1903 move to the Goshen 
location. He lived from 1873 to 1947. His great-niece Connie Warkentin ’75 described him as 
“quite a jolly and kind fellow under the ‘tough’ exterior.” Gingrich worked in advertising for the 
Mishawaka (Ind.) Woolen Mill Company, and married twice; first to Esther Gehman and, after 
her death around 1938, to Alberta Shantz. Through his will, Gingrich arranged that for the first 
30 years, his scholarship would provide tuition assistance for his relatives. After 30 years, it would 
become available to any student with demonstrated financial need. The first recipient was a great-

nephew in 1950. Now 60 years old and going strong, the Norman S. Gingrich scholarship is providing up to $2,000 in 
tuition help to seven students this year. Each recipient receives a sheet with information about their forward-thinking 
benefactor. His original investment has grown to a current market value of more than $175,000 and has assisted hundreds 
of students.

Carl Haarer ’79

Errick McCollum

David Zwier

College,” said historian Susan Fisher Miller ’79 in 
Culture for Service: A History of Goshen College 1894-
1994. 

On campus, service opportunities have grown 
naturally out of majors and programs over the 
years. The service element of the Study-Service 
Term was a direct descendent of faculty experience 
in war relief work, and it continues to be life-
changing for students. All first-year students and 
many others participate in the annual Celebrate 
Service Day, during which they volunteer with 
local service organizations. In the Service Inquiry, 
Camping Inquiry and Ministry Inquiry programs, 
students engage in a three-month term at a service 
organization, a Christian camp or as a ministry intern 
with a church. A record 33 students participated in 
the summer of 2009.

“I do think we do our best to live into a culture 
of service, and the opportunities are there for students 
to take up,” said Tamara Shantz, assistant campus 
pastor. A few other examples include the Athletic 
Department’s “Leaf Relief ” project and the annual 
International Student Club Coffeehouse to raise 
money for humanitarian efforts; volunteering by 
nursing students at local clinics; and service learning 
projects for students with leadership scholarships.

– By Judy Weaver ’81
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Menan Asefa during Celebrate Service Day, 2009

Former faculty member Lina Ressler was one of the first 
Mennonite missionaries in India.

Then and Now

Martha Yoder, 2003

Martha’s style by borrowing her hats and going out for 
high tea, elegantly attired.

Martha spent her later years living near family 
members in Goshen and attending College Mennonite 
Church. She died on September 2, 2007.  
     Throughout her life, she was a generous person, 
say her family members, and her scholarship fund to 

support Goshen College students 
with financial need is a reflection 
of her generosity. “Having come to 
Goshen College herself with very 
little money,” explained Meyer, “she 
wanted to be able to help current 
students in the same situation with 
her bequest.”     

            – By Judy Weaver ’81

Norman S. Gingrich


