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     In 1931, Goshen College consisted of six buildings and about 200 
people. It was a tough year. The revered dean, Noah Oyer, died of typhoid 
fever in February. The college was still under suspicion and sometimes 
outright attack by Mennonite Church leaders. The Great Depression 

ground on, and no one – not the students, 
not the faculty, not even the college itself 
– had any money. Faculty members were 
paid only after all bills had been met, and 
President S.C. Yoder accepted his paycheck 
only if there was anything left after that. 
The class of 1931 faced an uncertain 
future.

Recently, three of Goshen’s longest-
living alumni recalled those days, perhaps 
uncovering a few insights for life in today’s 
recession-rattled economy. Abe Hallman, 
age 103, of Hilton Head, S.C.; Dora 
(Hershberger) Giggy, age 102, of Lagrange, 
Ind.; and Rachel (Weaver) Kreider, age 
100, of Goshen, all graduated from 

Goshen College in 1931.
Abe Hallman remembers that the Goshen College students were a pretty 

serious group, mainly because they were not 
sure how they were going to pay their bills, 
and because of the poor job market. Most 
of the students were attending on credit, he 
said, and they represented a wide range of 
ages because few people were able to attend 
college for four years in a row. 

His classmate Rachel Kreider was one 
who did. She enrolled as a freshman 
student in 1927; just four years after the 
college had been shut down for a year 
in a cloud of church controversy. She 
remembers a student body that was a bit 
straight-laced. “When the school reopened 
there was a self-conscious atmosphere,” 
she said. “They had to be so good.” Dora 
Giggy agreed, calling Goshen, “quite a 
conservative school then.”

But somehow, say these alumni, this period of hard times also drew 
people together. “It brought a certain simplicity,” said Kreider. “People find 
a little more in common with each other.”                Continued on page 2

Following Study-Service Term in 
Tanzania, I flew to Ethiopia to 

conduct research for my history 
seminar thesis paper. I interviewed 
over 30 Ethiopian Christians, many of 
whom converted from the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church to the Meserete 
Kristos (Ethiopian Mennonite) Church. 
As I listened to their faith stories and 
testimonies, their fearless examples 
of sacrifice, courage and compassion 
in living out their faith in the face of 
formidable obstacles, I was moved and 
inspired. I felt honored and humbled 
by their beautiful stories and honest 
sharing, and I hope to reflect such 
commitment in my own spiritual 
journey.

   Lydie Assefa, 2009 graduate   
 with English and history 

 majors from Indianapolis, Ind.  
She will return to Ethiopia   

 with  Mennonite Central   
 Committee’s SALT program in  
 2009-10.
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Surviving the current economic downturn
In recent months, more and more bad news about current economic conditions both 
in the United States and around the world has come to us almost daily. Financially 
strong businesses, organizations (like Goshen College) and families/individuals will 
survive to see a brighter tomorrow. But in the meantime, what do we do?

Well, I wouldn’t presume to instruct a business or organization on what actions to 
take, but my suggestion to you and your family is to continue to control spending, try and build a 
cash cushion for future “rainy days” and to continue to invest in a balanced portfolio of investment 
vehicles. Without question, good quality stocks and bonds are a better buy today than they were a 
year ago.

Another suggestion would be that you consider a charitable gift annuity (CGA) that benefits 
both you and Goshen College. A CGA provides a high level of fixed income to you now or in the 
future (deferred), backed by the assets of Goshen College. You will receive a higher payout rate 
than you would receive on many other types of guaranteed income, and payments will come your 
way as long as you live. At your death, the residual amount left in the agreement will go to Goshen 
College, to be used as you suggest.

Interested? Send me an e-mail at rogeran@goshen.edu or check out our Web site    
www.goshen.edu/give for more information. Also feel free to call me at 1-800-348-7422 or 1-574-
535-7797. I would appreciate the opportunity to talk with you about the benefits of charitable gift 
annuities in these tough economic times.

               – Roger A. Nafziger, director of annual and planned giving

Development Office
1700 South Main Street

Goshen, IN 46526
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1931 faced the Depression-
economy job market. Giggy, with a 
degree in history and English, went 
on to further studies in education 
and later became a teacher. Kreider 
had majored in Latin and English, 
and was one of only two in her 
class who found teaching jobs that 
year. Later, she earned a master’s 
degree in philosophy at Ohio State 
University. 
Hallman had 
a business 
degree and 
wanted 
to be a 
stockbroker. 
He settled 
instead for a 
job delivering 
butter, eggs 
and produce 
– and said 
it turned out 
to be one of 
the most interesting jobs in his 
life. Eventually he was hired by 
the Miller Hess Shoe Company in 
Pennsylvania, where he worked his 
way up in the ranks and made his 
career.

The 1931 graduates can still 
summon some warm memories 
of Goshen College. Kreider and 
Hallman both met their spouses at 
Goshen. Hallman said the students 
had a great time together and made 
friends for life. “I have very happy 
memories of my time at Goshen 
College,” said Giggy, “a long time 
ago.” 

– by Judy Weaver with help from Rose 
Shetler, who interviewed Dora Giggy, 
and Joanne Dahl, who interviewed her 
dad, Abe Hallman

    
Hallman said the school was 
small enough that everyone knew 
everyone, and no distinction 
was made between classes for 
extracurricular activities. 
Dating meant a walk to the dam 
or attending a college function. 
    Students bonded over simple 
meals in the Kulp Basement Dining 
Hall. Kreider remembered one time 
when the main dish of hominy was 
accidentally scorched (“The cooks 
felt terrible.”), and the women 
students ran up to their rooms to 
bring down jellies and other small 
treats to share.       

Hallman said that students also 
saw each other at the daily chapel 
service in Assembly Hall, where 
men sat on one side and women 
on the other. There was constant 
activity in the original wooden 
gymnasium and music, especially 
by choral groups, was an important 
part of campus life. The studious 
Giggy loved the meetings of the 
literary societies – clubs that met 
to discuss books or share their 
own creative 
writing.

Kreider 
said Giggy 
had a “hidden 
wit” and was 
“one of the 
few girls in 
the school 
who would 
go back to 
the corner 
of the room 
and read The 
Wall Street 
Journal.” 
Hallman, she 
recalled, was 
a solid and dependable student 
leader, prominent in student 
government and involved in 
athletics and many other activities. 
Although she lived off campus, 
Kreider participated in a literary

     

society, the Record staff and student 
government. She said she chafed 
under the sometimes somber mood 
of the times. “I was one of the 
obstreperous ones,” she admitted 
with a smile.

But she said the tone on campus 
gradually lightened during her four 
years at Goshen. Once, classmate 
Rosa Gish did a hilarious, dead-
on impersonation of visiting 
poet Vachel Lindsay, and later 
got thrown into the Adelphian 
Fountain when she refused to 
repeat the performance. “They used 
to throw people in the fountain a 
lot. That kind of thing happened 
more when I was a senior,” said 
Krieder. “People loosened up.” 

The annual Senior Sneak Day, 
when seniors played hooky for a 
day, was a highlight. Giggy said 
two junior women tried to prevent 
the escape of the seniors by tying 
their dorm room doors shut in 
the early morning. Giggy and 
another friend tied a trunk rope to 
the radiator and escaped out the 
window. They alerted the senior 
men, who helped free the rest of 
the senior women. Meanwhile, 
others disabled any cars belonging 
to junior men, so no one could 
follow their bus to the Indiana 
Dunes. “Everybody was in such 
a jovial mood on that bus,” said 
Kreider. The high-spirited seniors 
had a great day, and they returned 
certain missing car parts to the 
juniors the next day during chapel.  
     Commencement soon arrived, 
and the 31 graduates of the class of 

Then and Now
The Goshen College Record, in one form or 
another, has been publishing since 1898 and thus 
providing a window into the campus and students 
for more than 100 years. The way the news is 
published, though, has changed a bit, with one of 
the biggest changes taking place this past spring.

Since the late 1990s, a version of the Record has 
been available online, but in January 2009, the 
Record staff began using the free online publishing 
software WordPress, which has revolutionized the 
journalism process in a number of ways.

Using WordPress, students can type their 
articles, edit and publish the stories onto the Web 
site (record.goshen.edu) like a blog. Editors can 
read any story before it is published, even while 
it is being written. Because of this, content is first 
published to the Web site and then moved into 
the print format.    
     Because of the steps that this new system has 
eliminated, the staff was always done with every 
issue (yes, they still operate out of the Hub, 
located next to Kulp Hall) before midnight.

That is very different from the all-night process 
many Record alumni might recall. When he was a

      
student, “often we would finish at four or five in 
the morning,” said Professor of Communication 
Duane Stoltzfus, the current faculty adviser for the 
Record and the student editor in 1981. In those 
days, once the Record was ready to go to print, the 
editor drove to Milford, Ind., Friday morning and 
waited as the copies were printed.

In the early 1990s, former Professor of 
Communication Stuart Showalter (Record adviser 
from 1976 to 1995) decided to move the day 
the Record came out from Friday to Thursday. “I 
realized that because of the production schedule, 

editors were missing too many Thursday 
night classes and Friday morning classes 
and chapels as well,” Showalter said. “We 
made the switch with almost no negative 
repercussions.” 

This spring, once each issue was 
completed, the editor would electronically 
send the pages to the printer in Milford, 
and then drive to pick up the copies on 
Thursday morning.

Although the Record is using new 
technology, Stoltzfus believes the Record’s 
goals remain the same. “Editors and 
reporters for the Record are still in the 
business of telling stories,” he said. “The 
Record is one of the best ways to find out 
what’s happening on campus [and] what 
matters.”

– By Tyler Falk ’09
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