Concurrent Session Presenters, Titles and Descriptions for 2006 Annual Conference

Sesson Time Spesker Sesson Title and Description
Fri, Oct. 13
3-4:30 p.m. Andy Langdon “Teaching Indoor Astronomy”
& KrigaDanids Indoor astronomy can be afun way of

learning the congtdlations without the night
sky. ThisPowerPoint presentation will
show you easy ways of making astronomy
fun for kids and adults. It includes Roman
and Greek mythology and an easy-to-use
gar chart you can take anywhere so you will
always know what congtellations are vishle
a any time of the year.

Ditto Doug Kdler “Aquatic Organismsin the Classroom:
Environmenta Education or Ecologicd
Disaster?’

Aquatic plants and animas have been used
for years as ateaching tool in classrooms.
The ecologicd role of plants and animas
can be observed, while at the same time the
students enjoy the responsibility of caring
for the organisms. Asaschool year comes
to aclose, teachers and students have to
decide what to do with their aquatic friends.
Far too often, this scenario has been
implicated as a pathway for the
edtablishment of aguatic invasve speciesin
thewild. In the sesson, we will discuss
some of the potentid invasive species
commonly used in classsooms. Wewill dso
explore some ecologicdly friendly options
for digposing of the organisms & the end of

the lesson.
Ditto Teena Ligman, “Putting Non-natives on Trid”
Stori Snyder, & Participatory agreement resultsin afour
Stacey Duke pronged approach to give e ementary

students a better understanding of invasive
gpecies. Four plantsin gaudy tropicd attire
areput ontrid. Armed with habitat
information about themselves, they are
interrogated by the jury to determine their
guilt or innocence.



Sesson Time

Sat., Oct. 14
8:30-10 am.

Ditto

Ditto

Speaker

Krigte Lindburg

Karen Henman

Stan Harris

Session Title and Description

“Cavebiotacom....an Evolving
Webumentary”

This presentation will introduce you to
cavebiota.com, awebgte that features video
clipsin and about caves. Featured will be
updates on the videos, hands-on activities,
and possible expansions of the project to
include a 30-minute AV production,
integration into other curricular programs,
and “virtud cave’ software.

“Water Quaity and Water Testing:
Examplesfrom Digitd Library for Earth
System Education”

The Digital Water Education Library
(DWEL) isacollection in DLESE that
focuses on the science, economics and
policy issues of water. There are about 500
resources in thisreviewed collection, with
everything from lessons, data, animations,
etc. Itisan exciting resource for K-12
science that makes it easy to search about
10,000 educationdly relevant digita
resources related to earth science.

“What is Project Citizen?’

Y ou will be introduced to “Project Citizen”,
acurricular program in civic education for
middle and high school students and youth
organizations. Project Citizen promotes
competent and responsible participation in
local and state government. It enables
young people to monitor and influence
public policy. The curriculum involvesan
entire class of sudents or group membersin
a series of structured, cooperative-learning
activities guided by teachers, organization
leaders and/or adult volunteers.



Sesson Time Speaker

Sat., Oct. 14
10:30-noon Médissa Mitchdl
Ditto Kim Swift
& Brian Forig
Ditto Philip Halenbeck
& Jody Heaston

Session Title and Description

“People Count: Activities on Population and
Sudtainability”

Engage in interdisciplinary, hands-on
activities that examine limitsto growthina
finite world, and the impacts of population
growth on habitats, environmenta and
public hedth, and socid well-being.
Presented activities match state and nationd
content standards for grades 5-12 science
and socid gtudies. Free activities on CD!

“Teacher Traning Hubs A Modd for
Collaboration”

Lots of non-forma educators provide
professond development opportunities for
teachers—from Project WET, WILD and
Learning Tree to Specidized Ste-based
programs. A group of educatorsin
northwest Indiana has been working
together to develop amodd of collaboration
known as the Northwest Indiana Teacher
Training Hub. From this partnership of

elght organizations, awebsite has been
created and a series of workshops devel oped
which build upon each other. The workshop
series lays the foundation of ecologica
literacy for teachers and aso provides
incentives needed for State recertification.
Join two of the Hub partners to learn about
this exciting, innovative mode for
collaboration and enjoy some greet activities
and tips to improve your own professiond
devel opment workshops.

“Trees to Trangportation”

Thissesson will take alook at how ancient
people and early American Indians used and
constructed the dug-out canoe. Participants
will dso leern how information from
activitiesin this sesson can be used to
augment curriculum dedling with early
American higory.



Sesson Time

Sun., Oct. 15
8:30-10 am.

Ditto

Ditto

Jody Heaston

John Taylor

Amanda Wuestefdld &
Pat Cooper

Session Title and Description

“Wildlifescaping 101”

Come learn cregtive and easy waysto
landscape your back yard or outdoor lab to
atract different kinds of wildlife. Wildlife
areas are a great teaching tool. See how you
can bring what you see outsde, ingde to
your students. We will focus on birds and
butterflies.

“Landscaping with Native Plants: Examples
from Bdl State University’s Field Station

and Environmental Education Center”

Many people, from homeownersto CECs,
are interested in native landscaping for its
environmenta aswell as economic benefits,
A wdl planned and maintained native
landscape, whether in arura areaor on the
roof of city hall, can gppedl to the senses and
be appreciated a many levels. Find out how
the Fidd Station & Environmental

Education Center a Bal Stateisusing

native landscaping to improve the
environment and provide educationa and
research opportunities to students and the
community. Learn how to Sart
incorporating native plants into your
landscape.

“Fish Consumption: Fish That is Good For
Y ou and the Environment”

Learn about the hedlthy aspects of eating
fish. Find out how to eet fish sefely and just
what it isthat makes somefish unsafe. In
this workshop you will find out dso how
some fish are harvested in ways that are
harmful to the environment and there are
steps to take to make sure you are an
informed consumer.



Sesson Time

Sun., Oct. 15
10:30-noon

Ditto

Ditto

Speaker

Pat Cooper &
other NREC staff

Lynn Jenkins

Susan Eichhorn

Session Title and Description

“NREC Art Sampler”

Wewill use activities from the Indiana
Department of Natura Resources' five
educationa programs. Projects WET,
WILD, PLT, Go FishIN, and Hooser
Riverwatch, to creste many different art
projects. We will combine science lessons
with fine arts to create some fun and
beautiful items. Thiswill be a“make and
take’ workshop for the participants. There
will be handouts and directions for al the
projects created.

“Natura Lawn Care...and More!”
Re-thinking the chemicdly addicted lavn—
how did we get here? Can we detox?
Chemicals on our lawns cregte havoc for
nature; some are contributing to globd
warming. Are they necessary? What are
dternaives? Lynn will shareinformation
on why our preoccupation with lavn is
hurting the world around us as well as our
own private space. Shewill shareideason

changing our addiction.

“Usng Gamesto Reach Y our Audience’
As environmental educators, we are
congtantly working to find creetive, cheap
way's to teach our message. By using
popular games (both from TV and other), we
can engage our audience and teach our
message. If you enjoy playing games and
could use new methods of teaching your
subject, join Susan from the East Centrdl
Solid Waste Didtrict as she shows how she
adapts and uses games to teach children and
adults about solid waste management.



